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are not necessarily those of the 


RIGINATIONBY ACCENT 


Despatches 


Warrior wins in the sand and the end of 
Batco is nigh! 


S 


Image Intensified 


The latest weapons developments, 
including an artillery fired camera! 


12 


World at War 


This month we look at Afghanistan, 
and ask what happened 
after the media left? 


15 


Surplus to 
Requirements 
Each month, we'll look at where your 
kit comes from. PG Wing is the biggest 
supplier of surplus kit in the country, 
and we look at his empire. 


Weapon Test 


Pete Moore strips and shoots the SKS, 
the USSR's first semi-auto rifle. 


56 


Boot Review 


Probably the best boots in the world, 
certainly the Sorel Agawa are amongst 
the most expensive. 


And they Created 
the SA80 


lan V Hogg looks at this controversial 
rifle in the first of a two part special, 
and asks us to stop moaning 
about the L85A1. 


37 


Survival Training 


Ex SAS trooper, Barry Davies, begins 
the first of regular survival lessons. 


41 


Undercover 


The history of camouflage 
and combat dress. 


47 


Heroes and Villains 


In the first of the series of people’s 
lives, we highlight the forgotten WWI 
fighter ace, Major Mick Mannock. 


59 
Kit Merchant 


Every month we'll be trying the 
latestkit and letting you know 
what's the best. 


Section Patrol 


The section is the basic unit of the 
- army, and the patrol an essential 
» battle skill. One soldier gives his view. 


62 


Knife Review 


Jack Black takes a look at the Swedish 
Issue Knife 


64 


Reading Room 


Its not all out in the field! We look at 
the books that will make you want to 
stay indoors 


Comment 9 


Combat and Militaria is dedicated 
to the single most important asset 
of any Army — YOU! a 

We aim over the coming months 
te bring you the latest news, 
investigative reports, kit/product 
tests and special in-depth features 
on controversial topics. We 
understand how important it is 
that you have the right kit for the 
job. The advantages are obvious. 
You don’t want to discover the 
fault in a pair of boots, 10 miles 
inte an exercise or march. 

In our first issue we have taken 
a long hard look at the SA80, 
which has come in for so much 
criticism since the Gulf War. In the 
first of an 
in-depth two part feature, lan V. 
Hogg (Editor of Janes Infantry 
Weapons), looks at the history 
and development of this troubled 
rifle and gives his views on its 
future. lan will be a regular 
member of the team and you can 
keep up to date on the latest 
hardware by reading his regular 
monthly column ‘Image 
Intensified’. 

Also starting this issue is 
‘Section Patrol’, the first ina 
fictional series, which puts a 
section commander and his team 
in an Eastern European combat 
zone. Follow the story from 
month to monthg and see how 
the team cope with their first 
patrol. 

Survival is an essential part of 
any soldier's life. Ex SAS Trooper, 
Barry Davies, is on hand to 
instruct and advise about survival 
in the field and Peter Moore gives 
you the low-down on camouflage 
and combat dress. 

Major Mick Mannock destroyed 
over 70 German aircraft in less 
than a year during the First World 
War. So how come no one has 
heard of him? Mannock is the first 
subject of ‘Heroes and Villians’, 
our regular feature dedicated to 
both the good and the bad guys of 
the past. 

Advance computer technology 
in the military field has given us 
smart bombs, clever mortars, a 
whole host of night vision 
equipment and (for those who 
have always believed there is & 
nothing more dangerous than an 
officer with a map) even a pocket 
satellite location finder! If we B 
listen to the people who are 
selling these wares, one may start 
to wonder if there will be a place = 
within this new military 
‘technostructure’ for the common B 
‘Tom’ or the basic section unit. 
However, the truth is that no 
Army can function without them. 

Our brief is to provide you with 
an informative and entertaining 
magazine, which we hope we 
have done. So, enjoy the 'mag' 
and don't hesitate to contact us 
with your views — because the 
magazine is for YOU! 
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atellite navigation systems are now 
becoming standard issue almost 
everywhere. 

The Royal Navy has recently announced the 
purchase of Garmin GPS 100 receivers to assist 
Search and Rescue helicopters. Fitted to the 
Sea Kings of 771 Naval Air Squadron, the 
Garmin receiver provides the pilot with 
precise positioning and navigational 
information, powered with its own battery 
system. 

“Before we had the GPS 100, we could not 
make use of the accurate information 
provided by vessels and this may have wasted 
precious time in the search procedure”, said a 
771 Navigation Officer. 


London 
Regiment 


By Air, By Sea, By Land 


Warrior 


Elsewhere, Panasonic's Satellite System, 
the KX-G5500, is being carried by the British- 
Chinese Taklamakan Desert Crossing Team. 

The team will be riding camels along the 
ancient silk route across the Chinese desert, to 
raise money for the Leonora Children's Cancer 
Fund, and to undertake geographical and 
scientific research. 

The hand held Panasonic is about the size of 
a calculator, and can provide latitude, 
longitude and altitude readings. 

Further details about the Garmin GPS 
systems, which start from £600, are 
available from Garmin Europe Ltd, (0794) 
519944 and Panasonic can be reached on 


Hybrid Ge 


Steps Out 


Il four cap badges of the 
newly formed London 


Regiment were prominent at 
the Duke of York's 
Headquarters, Chelsea last 
August for a parade to mark 
the formation of the new 
Territorial Army Regiment. 


The regiment is unique in 


that it is the only one to retain 
four regimental badges 
serving together under 
normal conditions whilst 
retaining their titles, the 
PWRR, RRF, London Scottish 
and London Irish Rifles. 


uwait's army have bought 

British Warriors from GKN 
Defence, in a contract worth 
£500 million. 

The modified Warriors will 
be fitted with American 
turrets and guns, that make 
them compatible with the 
TOW anti-tank ystem used by 
the Kuwaitis. 

The turret is the LAV 25 
turret, with a 25mm rapid-fire 
cannon and two tow 
launchers. The turret allows 
full fire on the move, unlike 

_Britain’s Warriors. 

The chassis, however, is 
identical to the 75km/hr 
British Warrior, which 
impressed the Kuwaitis with 
its power and speed. 


COMBAT & MILITARIA 


During its desert trials, the 
Warrior outperformed the 
Bradley in its ease of repair 
and reliability. The Bradley 
was plagued with engine 
difficulties. 

To show how easy the 
Warrior could be repaired, 
GKN engineers totally 
replaced a turret in 45 
minutes whilst the Kuwaitis 
had lunch! 

-However, GKN hope that 
this will be just one of many 
orders placed by the Kuwaitis 
as they rebuild their defence 
forces. The Warrior closely 
beat competition from the 
American M2/M3 Bradley, 
both vehicles performed well 
during the Gulf War. 
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Latest 
Russian 
Tank Stolen 


he replacement to the T80 

has been announced, and 
then promptly stolen from its 
test site in the Urals. 

Designated the T90, the 
tank was undergoing fine 
tuning before being handed 
over to the Russian army. It 
was also one of the first new 
T90s to roll off the production 
line at the Uralvagonzavod 
factory. 

The factory is the world’s 
biggest tank producer, 
building 1,500 tanks every 
year. 

Fighting broke out in the 
nearby town, between 
gangsters and local traders 
over an extortion racket. 

This overspilled into the 
tank factory, and one tank 
was stolen at gun point from 
a surprised mechanic. The 
gangsters then drove the tank 
back into town, clearly intent 
to solve their previous 
disagreement. 

Local police and troops 
were later able to halt the 
tank and force its occupants 
to surrender. 

Details about the T90 are 
still unclear, but it is believed 
to be based very closely to the 
current T80. Even so, it is 
unlikely that the system will 
be as sophisticated as that 
found on the M1 and 
Challenger. 


oes To Kuwait 
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All The Kit At Aldershot 


A: that's new and shiny in 
the army was recently 
gathered in one place, being 
examined by 30,000 visitors. 

The annual Royal Navy and 
British Army Equipment 
Exhibition is the highlight of 
the military manufacturer's 
year, showing off all that is 
current in the services, and a 
lot of that is designed for the 
next century. 

Held for one week at 
Aldershot, home of the British 
Army, 240 companies were 
represented with everything 
from clothing to battleships 
on display. 

For the first time, the Royal 
Navy ‘shipped’ visitors by 
coach to Portsmouth, to view 
the latest naval equipment 
afloat. 

Back on dry land, the naval 
presence was still clear with a 
half scale replica of a fighting 
vessel taking up huge 
amounts of space at the 
British Aerospace stand. 

There were also regular 
equipment displays, including 
Rapier 2000/Jernas, the British 
Army's new air defence 
system. 

Racal and Sieman's were 
supplying further details 
about the new Bowman 
radio, successor to the 
Clansman system, which was 
recently awarded a 


development contract by the 
MOD. 

Land Rover were also 
driving around their new 
Special Operations vehicle, 
bristling with every arm 
imaginable. 

A full exhibition review, 
highlighting the most 
important new products, will 
be in next month's issue. 
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Foreign Legion 
Caught on Film 


he French Foreign Legion are 

one of the world's most elite 
and feared fighting forces. Once a 
force of cut-throats and criminals, 
their esprit-de-corps has ensured 
that their actions have become 
legendary. 

Now out on video, Elite 
Fighting Forces; The French 
Foreign Legion takes you inside 
the fighting unit as never before, 
with rare behind the scenes 
footage of Legionnaires training, in 
combat and accounts of their 
greatest victories and defeats. 

It includes front line footage of 
the Legion during Operation Desert 
Storm in the Gulf. 

| The DD Video is available for 
£12.99 (+£1 p&p) from all good 
stockists or contact 081-863 
8819 for credit card orders. 
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DESPATCHES 


Delta Drop 
A Belter 


dramatic debut in 

Somalia by troops 
attached to the elite Ranger 
regiment of the US Army 
turned into a complete 
disaster last month when the 
eight ‘terrorists’ they 
captured turned out to be 
United Nations civilian 
workers and Somali guards. 

Over fifty soldiers of the 
crack American unit leapt 
from twelve helicopters in the 
early hours of the morning in 
the Somali capital and 
stormed the building which 
carried the UN sign. Using 
stun grenades to subdue the 
occupants, they 
commandeered the building 
and arrested ‘terrorists’. The 
‘prisoners’, employed by the 
UN Development Programme, 
were then tied up and 
ordered to lie face down on 
the floor whilst the troops 
searched the premises. 

At roughly the same time a 
number of UN troops 
attacked a compound used by 
the French charity 
International Action Against 
Famine (AICF) severely 
damaging its front entrance 
and demolishing part of a 
wall. Troops stormed the 
building and workers were 
also tied up. 

The US troops only realised 
their mistake when the eight 
prisoners were removed for 
interrogation and it was 
discovered that they were in 
fact UN staff who had been 
sleeping in the building 
without permission. The 
bungled raid only served to 
reinforce the mysterious 
reputation of the elusive 
Somali Warlord, Gen 
Mohammed Farah Aidid, 
who, Officials later confirmed 
was the target of the 
spectacular raid. 

Red faces at Washington 
attempted to dismiss the 
embarrassing operation by 
maintaining that the 
spectacularly unsuccessful 
debut was justified by 
intelligence information and 
that the raid was militarily 
successful. 

The spectacular nature of 
the attack suggests that it was 
carried out by Delta Force, a 
specialist unit trained in 
similar tactics as the British 
SAS. 
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Bowman Fires Twice 
To Hit Clansman 


he Ministry of Defence has 

finally given the go ahead 
to develop a successor for the 
Clansman radio, the Army's 
current radio system. 

Project definition contracts 
were awarded to two teams 
to build radios for field tests. 
One team will be chosen in 
1997 to produce the new 
Bowman radio, a contract 
worth over £1 billion. 

Siemens/Racal, one of the 
two teams and current 
producer of the Clansman 
system, are hopeful that their 
Yeoman bid will prove the 
eventual successor. 

Adrian Day, managing 
director of Racal Radio, said: 
“We are hopeful that the 
contract will lead in due 
course to a full production 
order. This would be good 
news for the Armed Forces 
and British industry, and 
would help to maintain the 
UK technology base ina 
sector where this country 
currently leads the world.” 

The other contract has been 
awarded to the American 
company, ITT, which if 
successful will produce 
Bowman in the US and UK. 

The Clansman system that 
Bowman will replace is 
growing increasingly out 


dated, and a new system to 
solve many of its faults is seen 
as essential by many current 
users. 

Whilst technical details are 
still heavily guarded, it is 
expected that Bowman will 
provide a lighter system for 
greater range, with data 
security built in, to do away 
with the cumbersome Batco 
wallets. 

In addition, every radio will 
include a satellite positioning 
system, allowing 
headquarters to automatically 
stay aware of a unit's location, 
and improved protection 
against jamming and location 
finding by enemy forces. 


The development trials will 
take three years ending in 
1997. After that, a production 
contract for 60,000 units will 
be placed. Any new system 
will then take five to six years 
to fully introduce, so we 
cannot bin Batco just yet. 

Siemans Plessey have also 
been awarded a £22 million 
contract to modify the 
Ptarmigan communications 
system. This will allow secure 
communication using long 
distance satellite links, a need 
based on Gulf War 
experience. 

Next month, we take a 
further look at the Yeoman 
bid. 


N ight sights have always 
been a nightmare to 


obtain on the civilian market, 
but Collectors Armoury are 
now offering Russian Night 
Owl Image Intensifiers for 


ES: 


Not cheap, but the Night 
Owls weigh only 2.5ibs, are 
powered by two regular AA 
batteries and measure just 
7.5” overall. 

They also feature bright 
light features, adjustable eye 
relief and individual eye piece 
focus. |, as new condition, 
they include a 3 month 
guarantee and after sales 


* back up. 


Contact Collectors 
Armoury on (0843) 592200. 


RUSSIANS SEE IN THE DARK 
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Long 
range 
grenades 


see that the south 
Africans have 
developed a 40mm 
automatic grenade 
launcher, which makes 
eight countries now 
producing this type of 
weapon. I have to say, 
though, that the figures 
and photograph released 
show an astounding 
resemblance to the 
Spanish Santa Barbara 
LAG4O launcher, but, 
looking at it another way, 
there seems to be only one 
or two ways of making 
these things work and thus 
most of them seem to look 
more or less alike. 


The interesting thing about 
the Spanish LAG40 and the 
South African AGL40 is that 
they use the long recoil 
method of operation, 
something of a rarity in small 
arms these days. Bolt and 
barrel recoil, locked together, 
for a distance somewhat 
greater than the length of a 
complete cartridge; the bolt is 
then unlocked and held fast, 
while the barrel is returned to 
the forward position by its 
own spring. This causes the 
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A The Spanish 
AGLK40 grenade 
launcher in action. 


empty case to be extracted, 
and a mechanical ejector then 
knocks it clear of the receiver, 
The bolt is then released 
(usuaslly by a mechanism 
controlled by the barrel 
coming to rest) and runs 
forward to chamber a fresh 
round and lock, ready to fire 
the next round. In rifles and ‘ 


pistols this system is usually an 
unwelcome complication, and 
with automatic weapons the 
myriad moving parts lead to 
fairly rapid wear. But in this 
aplication there is some sense 
in it; the rate of fire is low — 
about 200-400 rounds a 
minute — and the mechanism 
is well protected from dust 
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< The XM 174 Automatic 
Grenade Launcher -In 
accordance with the 
current tactical thought, 
you were supposed to 
fire it from the hip. 


> 


and dirt, and, perhaps most 
important, it allows a fairly 
hefty propelling charge to be 
used, since the long recoil 
stroke soaks up a lot of the 
recoil energy and allows the 
weapon to be put on a light 
tripod. Firing the high- 


>>> 
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velocity 40mm grenade, the 
AGL40 has a maximum range 
of 2200 metres. 

The only thing that puzzles 
me is the mania for this type 
of weapon. It is, | suppose, 
very nice to sit back and 
plaster somebody 2000 yards 
away with astream of high 
explosive, but is it tactically 
useful? The 40mm automatic 
was first developed in the USA 
as a potential weapon for 
riverine patrols in Vietnam, 
and experimental models 
used there showed their 
worth at dealing with short- 
range ambushes. But apart 
from that there didn't seem to 
be much use for it and it was 
allowed to die. Then, some 
years later, the Soviets 
popped up with their 30mm 
AGS-17 and suddenly 
everybody wanted an 
automatic grenade launcher; 
if the Soviets have one, we 
want one. The American 
design was hauled off the 
shelf, refurbished, and put 
into service as the 40mm 
machine gun Mark 19, after 
which designs from 
Singapore, Spain, Romania, 


China and Germany 
appeared. But the drawback, 
as | see it, is that you have a 
weapon which delivers less 
explosive than the average 
hand grenade (or 20mm 
cannon) on a flat trajectory; 
so it isn't a lot of good against 
anybody hiding in a ditch or 
behind a stout wall. A60mm 
mortar is lighter, simpler, has 
a good range and can drop far 
more lethal bombs behind 
cover to winkle out people 
making a nuisance of 
themselves. This looks to me 
like one of those weapons 
which has been oversold to 
the military. | recall once 
reading an interrogation 
report on a German officer 
captured in France. Among 
other thing he was 
questioned on the subject of 
recoilless guns, which were 
something of a novelty at that 
time. His reply was “They 
were a damn sight more 
popular with the designers 
than they ever were with the 
troops.” And | suggest that is 
something which could be 
said for several weapons, the 
40mm automatic grenade 
launcher among them. 


‘Bearing in mind the small payload of a 
40mm grenade, light and medium mortars 
would seem a better bet for ranges from 


500-2000 yards plus.’ 


The 
Steyr 


bout four years 
ago | visited 
Steyr-Mannlicher 
in Austria to 
study their 15mm anti- 
material rifle, and as a 
bonus they showed nie the 
prototype of anew 
weapon, the TMP for 
‘Tactical Machine pistol.’ 
Since then they have been 
steadily tinkering and 
improving, and now have 
the finished article in 
production. It is a very 
interesting weapon. 

The TMP is, by anybody's 
reckoning, a submachine gun; 
but it is smaller than the 
average SMG and, | suppose, 
falls into the new category of 
‘Personal Defence Weapon’. 
Only 280mm long and 
weighing 1.2kg empty (that's 
just over 2%lb), it fires 9mm 
Parabellum at 900 rounds a 


One-way 
Glass 


ometimes people 


come up with things 


that, on first sight, 
look impossible; 


one of these came my way 
the other day. An Israeli 
company has developed 
bullet-proof glass for use 
in cars. So what else is 
new, you ask? Well, this is 
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TMP 


minute and is surprisingly 
accurate for such a short 
weapon. Construction is 
largely of plastic, the body 
being in ‘clamshell’ style so 
that it can be opened up for 
cleaning; the 15 and 30 round 
magazines are also of plastic. 
The most interesting part is 
the mechanism. Almost 
everything in this class of 
weapon is blowback, but the 
Steyr TMP has a locked 
breech. Barrel and bolt are 
locked together by eight lugs, 
and recoil together for about 
4mm before a cam track in the 
receiver, working on a stud on 
the barrel, rotates the barrel 
and so unlocks it from the 
bolt. The barrel then stops 
and the bolt travels back and 
then comes forward to load a 
fresh round and push the 
barrel back into the firing 
position; as it does so, the 
barrel is turned again by the 
lug and cam locks itself to the 
bolt. Now all this seems rather 
complicated for a small 
weapon, but it is really a 
simple mechanism, easily 
manufactured, and it keeps 


bullet-proof for the 
occupant; by which | mean 
that if the assassin fires at 
the car, the bullet doesn't 
penetrate the glass. But 
the chap inside the car can 
then draw his trusty .45 (or 
whatever) and fire back — 
through the glass! The | 

_ glass is one-way; it stops 
bullets coming from the. 
outside but allows them to 
go through from the 
inside, and providing the 
weapon is held fairly 
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the bolt velocity low and thus 
keeps the weapon steadier 
than a plain blowback would 
be. It is possible to empty a 30- 
round magazine in one long 
burst and get all the shots 
inside a 6in circle at 10 metres 
range. firing semi-automatic, 
with plain open notch-and- 
post sights, it is possible to 
group within 1.5in, and with 
the AUG rifle’s optical sight 
fitted to an experimental 
model it has put all 30 shots 
into one ragged hole. 

Steyr's object behind all this 
is to produce a light, 
controllable and accurate 
weapon for specialist military 
units and for law enforcement 
at a price which will make the 
Heckler & Koch MP5K look 
expensive. It could also bea 
serious contenter for the 
NATO Personal Defence 
Weapon, if and when NATO 
get around to defining what 
they want in that line. 

Never a company to miss a 
commercial opportunity, Steyr 
have also produced the 
weapon in semi-automatic 
only form for the US civilian 
market. This is the ‘SPP’, for 
‘Special Purpose Pistol’, and it 
lacks the forward grip of the 
TMP and cannot be retro- 
converted back into a full- 
auto weapon. 


Return 
of the 
Vector 22 


ome of you may 
have heard a couple 
of years ago, about 
a revolutionary 
revolver called the ‘Vector 
22’. This used a Webley- 
Fosbery-like notched 
cylinder concealed inside a 
boxy shape with a handle 
on the back. You squeezed 
the handle, the cylinder 
went round and a shot was 
fired. When the last shot 
had gone you tilted down 
the barrel, removed the 
plastic cylinder and 
replaced it witha 
pre-packed cylinder with 
12 rounds of .22 Magnum 
in it. 

Well I have just heard from 
the Mark Three company, 


who developed Vector, that 
they have now completed the 
final development and are 
negotiating for its 
manufacture. Moreover they 
have made a few small 
modifications which render it 
highly suitable for special 
forces work. since the cylinder 
is completely enclosed inside 
the casing, it is a simple job to 
silence the weapon, and a full 
automatic, suppressed, long- 
barrelled version has been 
developed for military 
evaluation. A .22 may not 
sound much, but in .22 
Magnum calibre and in 
trained hands it could be a 
formidable sniper out to 200 
yards or so. 


If I sound a bit cynical, it's 

. perhaps because of early 
experience with unmanned 
aerial vehicles. 30 years ago 
they were called ‘drones’, and 
they resembled little 
monoplanes and had petrol 
engines and propellers. They 
were launched by a jet bottle, 
and flown by radio. control, 
and after the mission was 
completed you flew it back 


square-on to the glass 
n surface, there is no 
t deflection and very little 
: loss of velocity. No, | didn't 
believe it either until I saw- 
` it done, but | assure you it 
9 İsa genuine claim and no 
illusion. 


Mind you, if you want to 
have your limo converted, | 
would be inclined to take it to 

o the experts; Fred’s Friendly 


Windscreen Service down the 
street might just put the 
damn stuff in back-to-front. 
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over your area and pressed a 
button on the control panel. 
This cut the engine and fired 
an explosive bolt which 
opened a hatch and ejected a 
prachute. The drone was thus 
braked and lowered gently to 
the ground, where upon you 
rushed out, removed the film 
from the cameras and started 
developing it. 

So I was given the job of 
shepherding a handful of 
scientific gentlemen who had 
devised a new type of camera 
which developed the film 
during the flight home, so 
that as soon as the drone had 
landed you had a developed 
roll of film to start work on. 
They fitted two of these 
cameras into a drone, and 
proceeded to take it out on 
Salisbury Plain to test the 
system. The cameras, for those 
of you with a photographic 
bent, were fitted with 100mm 
f/0.9 lenses made specially by 
Leica, and you can imagine 
what that cost back in the 
1960s. 


Off went the drone and was 
flown back and forth with the 
cameras running. The 
scientific gentlemen were 
delighted; they hadn't seen a 
drone actually flying before, 
so they were asking the pilot 
to fly it here and there to look 
at this and that, and when the 
pilot observed that the fuel 
would, by now, be getting 
low (they had about 30 
minutes endurance) it was ‘Oh 
just one more circuit’ and so it 
went on. Inevitably the plane 
ran out of fuel. Now, because 
the engine stopped from fuel 
starvation, the electrical 
circuits stopped and the pilot 
had no further control; in 
particular, he couldn't pop 
the parachute. So the drone 
nose-dived in from about 
3,000ft. What was left of it, 
and those two expensive 
cameras, would have gone 
through a garden sieve. The 
scientific gentlemen managed 
to salvage a length of 
developed film, which at least 
proved that the system had 
worked, but | never heard any 
more about their in-flight 
processing system. 
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Eye in 
the Sky 


A recent announcement tells 
me that the US Army is 
developing an artillery shell 
which can take pictures of the 
battlefield as it whizzes 
across. The ‘Video Imaging 
Projectile’ is expected to 
‘dramaticaly increase the 
effectivenmess of cannon 
artillery’. Well; | suppose 
when somebody is throwing a 
million dollars at you for a 
research programme you have 
to say things like that, if only 
to encourage them to throw 
another million at you next 
year. But really? We are told 
thatitis‘designedto , 
supplement unmanned aerial 
vehicles’. Well, let’s just think 
about that. An unmanned 
aerial travels at about 200- 
250mph at about 5-6,000ft 
altitude, carrying cameras and 
video and whatnot, and it 
produces some useful 
pictures. This Video Imaging ` 
Projectile wil carry a ‘small 
window through which a 
series of mirrors collects, 
enhances and focuses 
changing light patterns on to 
a photoelectric diode to 
generate a video image’. We 
are talking 155mm calibre 
here, and a 155mm shell is 
going to be travelling at 
anything from 225 to 725 
metres per second — that's 
from 500mph to 1,620mph. At 
longer ranges (and 


.presumably this sort of device 


would only be used at longer 
ranges) the altitude could be 
anything up to 20,000ft. 
Aircraft, using large 
cameras, can produce images 
at those sorts of speeds and 
altitudes; | am doubtful of the 
ability of a mirror-and-diode 
system to produce a 
worthwhile picture from 
something whizzing along at 
1,600mph and 20,000 feet up 
and spinning at 10,000rev a 
minute. According to the 
release ‘as the round spins, it 
takes successive snapshots of . 
the ground and transmits the 
data to a ground station.’ 
Well it’s all very fine and 
large, but you must pardon 
me if | don't hold my breath in 
joyous anticipation. Eye in the 
sky? Pie in the sky more likely. 
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marks as used by US forces. 
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£18.50 Black or Brass £4.50 
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ARMY SURPLUS 


74 ONGAR ROAD, BRENTWOOD 


ESSEX CM15 9AX 
TEL: 0277 234185 


OPEN 9-6 MON-SAT 


T SHIRTS 
OLIVE GREEN T SHIRTS, new £3.75 
BLACK T SHIRTS, new £3.75 


CAMMO KIT 


BRITISH ARMY KIT 


SURVIVAL SUPPLIES 


BRITISH ORIGINAL DPM JACKET, GD1 £30.00 | WHITE T SHIRTS, new £75 | PRESTARTING FINT nan me 
a na bd T ED £3000 | TIGER CAMO T-SHIRTS Fagg | FIRE STARTING FLINT WITH MAGNESIUM BLOCK, new £5.75 
BRITISH ORIGINAL DPM SHIRTS, GD1 £17.50 | WOODLAND, new £6.99 SERVIVA RR HON = 
BRITISH PATTERN DPM JACKET, brand new £27.00 do a oe POCKET WIRE SAW, new £250 


BRITISH DESERT CAMO JACKETS, GD1 £17.50 DELUX WIRE SAW, new £3.35 


BRITISH DESERT CAMO TROUSERS, GD1 £1250 | FLYING JACKETS BUNGEES (set of two) new £250 
SAS ISSUE SMOCK, new £115.50 | MA1 GREEN BOMBER JACKET, new £36.00 | MILITARY PATTERN STEEL MIRROR, new £1.50 
PARA ISSUE SMOCK, new £95.00 | MA1 BLACK BOMBER JACKET, new £36.50 | SEWING KIT, new £1.75 
ARCTIC WINDPROOF SMOCK, new £105.00 | MA1 BLUE BOMBER JACKET, new £36.00 | G.I. CAN OPENERS, new £0.85 
MA1 TIGER BOMBER JACKET, new £40.00 | KNIFE, FORK, SPOON SET, new £1.00 
U.S. CAMOUFLAGE CLOTHING MA1 WOODLAND BOMBER JACKET, new £40.00 | FIRST AID KIT IN BELT POUCH, new £6.80 
M65 WOODLAND CENTURION CAMOUFLAGE JACKET, new £50.00 | MA1 URBAN BOMBER JACKET, new £40.00 | PORTABLE COOKER WITH FUEL, new £3.50 
M65 WOODLAND PATTERN CAMOUFLAGE TROUSERS, new £19.50 | CW36P BOMBER JACKET, BLACK, new £4250 | FUEL FOR ABOVE (pack of eight), new £1.50 
M65 URBAN CENTURION CAMOUFLAGE JACKET, new £50.00 | CW36P OLIVE DRAB, new £4250 E hh OOL, new j sem 
MA1 URBAN CAMOUFLAGE JACKET, new £40.50 | N2B PARKER, BLACK, new £5875 | SCOUTMASTER ANGLED TORCH see * 350 
M65 URBAN PATTERN CAMOUFLAGE TROUSERS, new £21.50 N2B PARKER, OLIVE DRAB, new £58.75 G.I. FLASHLIGHT ANGLED TORCH, aa £6.50 
M65 BLACK CENTURION JACKET, new £50.00 | COMBAT TROUSERS BRITISH ARMY PATTERN WATER BOTTLE, new £4.00 
M65 BLACK TROUSERS, new £15.95 | BRITISH LIGHTWEIGHT TROUSERS, new £1595 | RANGER METAL COMPASS, new £11.50 
M65 OLIVE CENTURION JACKET, new £50.00 | M65 PATTERN TROUSERS, OLIVE, new £1595 | EXPLORER SURVIVAL KNIFE, new £14.50 
M65 OLIVE TROUSERS, new £1435 | M65 PATTERN TROUSERS, BLACK, new £1595 | WATER PURIFICATION STRAW, new £7.36 
BDU TIGER JACKET, new £29.50 | DUTCH 6-POCKET TROUSERS, OLIVE, GD1 faso | WATER PURIFICATION TABLETS, new £4.42 
BDU WOODLAND JACKET, new £2950 | DUTCH DOUBLE LINED TROUSERS, OLIVE, GD1 £1000 | COMMANDO SURVIVAL PACK, new £18.45 
BDU WOODLAND TROUSERS, new £29.50 | ITALIAN TROUSERS, OLIVE, GD! | , £778 | JUNGLE SURVIVAL PACK, new £16.06 
BDU DESERT JACKET, GD1 £17.50 : i : COMPACT SHORT TERM SURVIVAL KIT, new £7.70 
BDU DESERT JACKET. new £9959 | COMBAT JACKETS COMPACT LONG TERM SURVIVAL KIT, new £23.00 
BDU DESERT TROUSERS, new f2950 | ITALIAN JACKETS, BLACK, GD1 £13.50 | CONCENTRATED BODY SOAP, new £1.10 
US NIGHT DESERT CAMOUFLAGE PARKA £24.50 ITALIAN JACKETS, OLIVE, GD1 £9.50 LONG LIFE CANDLES (set of two), new £2.10 
j US MBC JACKETS, OLIVE, GD1 £9.50 | MINI HAMMOCK, new £6.80 
AUSTRIAN CAMOUFLAGE DUTCH COMBAT JACKETS, OLIVE, GD1 £1250 | SWISS ARMY PATTERN KNIFE, new £4.70 
AUSTRIAN CAMOUFLAGE PARKA, GD1 £22.50 DUTCH COMBAT JACKET, BLACK, GD1 £17.50 KNIVES 
AUSTRIAN CAMOUFLAGE JACKET, GD1 £21.50 GERMAN PARKA, OLIVE, GD1 £22.50 EA SE ea £14.50 
AUSTRIAN CAMOUFLAGE TROUSERS, GD1 £16.50 | RUCKSACKS AND WEBBING SATE Pi one eee o 
85 LITRE DPM RUCKSACK, new £45.00 | US HUNTING KNIFE £1150 
GERMAN CLOTHING AND CAMOUFLAGE 65 LITRE DPM RUCKSACK, new £39.70 US PILOTS KNIFE £12.50 
EAST GERMAN SPLINTER CAMO JACKET, GD1 £17.50 GERMAN ARMY RUCKSACK, GD1 £11.50 BOOT KNIFE, camo £19.99 
EAST GERMAN SPLINTER CAMO TROUSERS, GD1 £10.50 GERMAN ARMY WEBBING, GD! £16.00 M7 COMBAT KNIFE £27.00 
NEW WEST GERMAN CAMOUFLAGE TROUSERS, new OO | SATISH ARMY CADET BOOTS few t2500 | EXECUTIVE (9 functions) £16.96 
RET GERMAN SM ne £49.50 | BRITISH ARMY ISSUE HIGH-LEG COMBAT BOOTS £3690 | PICKNICKER (11 functions) £15.45 
US JUNGLE BOOTS, new £32.95 | RUCKSACKER (12 functions) £19.45 
THAI CAMOUFLAGE STEEL TOECAP BOOTS £25.00 STANDARD (9 functions) £11.85 
THAI CAMO M65 JACKET, new £50.00 new À SPARTAN (12 functions) £12.75 
THAI CAMO M65 TROUSERS, new £1950 | SLEEPING BAGS CAMPER (13 functions) £14.75 
GERMAN SNIPER BAGS, GD1 £24.50 | HIKER (13 functions) £14.60 
CAMEROON CAMOUFLAGE BRITISH ARMY 58 PATTERN BAG, GD1 £39.50 | TRAVELLER (12 functions) £17.15 


CAMEROON CAMOUFLAGE JACKET, new £49.50 
CAMEROON CAMOUFLAGE TROUSERS, new 


CLIMBER (12 functions) £17.45 
HUNTSMAN (14 functions) £20.30 


PLEASE SEND LARGE Eneida E ee ; Ro 
BOTSWANAN CAMOUFLAGE nctions 1215 
CAMOUFLAGE JACKETS, new ms | SAE FOR OUR NEW FULLY | TINKER(M functions) £12.45 
CAMOUFLAGE TROUSERS, new £39.50 ILLUSTRATED AGE ERES e a a 
CZECH CAMOUFLAGE | U 75 P AMBASSADOR (5 functions) £10.60 
CZECH JACKET, GD1 £26.00 CATALOGUE EXPLORA (15 functions) £23.15 


GOLFER (12 functions) £16.80 
SWISS CHAMP (29 functions) £45.90 
ALL SWISS KNIVES COME WITH A LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

GERMAN PARA KNIFE £16.50 
COMMANDO KNIFE £19.50 
SPECIAL FORCES KNIFE 


IRANIAN CAMOUFLAGE 
ISRAELI OLIVE GREEN DUBON PARKA, new £36.00 
IRANIAN CAMOUFLAGE JACKET, new £17.50 
IRANIAN CAMOUFLAGE TROUSERS, new 


CAMOUFLAGE ACCESSORIES 


MISCELLANEOUS 

BLACK WATCH CAP, new £3.00 
GREEN WATCH CAP, new £3.00 
OPEN FACE BALACLAVA, new £3.00 
'SKI-MASK' BALACLAVA, new £3.50 


DPM WATCH STRAP, new £2.50 | THERMAL MITTENS, new £2.50 
DPM MAP CASE, new £4.85 | THERMAL GLOVES, new £3.00 
DPM WALLETS, new £250 | GERMAN MESS TINS, new £6.50 
DPM BASHA, new £4.50 | LENSATIC COMPASS £6.50 
DPM MASKING TAPE, new £300 | SPORTSMANS’ BUTTON COMPASS £2.50 


CAMOUFLAGE FACE PAINT, new £2.50 
CAMOUFLAGE PLASTIC WATER BOTTLE, new £3.50 
CAMOUFLAGE METAL WATER BOTTLE, new £4.50 
CAMOUFLAGE PISTOL BELT, new £2.50 
CAMOUFLAGE AMMO BELT, new £4.00 
CAMOUFLAGE GLOVES, new £3.00 
CAMOUFLAGE PEAK CAPS, new £2.00 
CAMOUFLAGE BUSH HATS, new £2.95 
CAMO SCRIM SCARF 


REALTREE SPARTAN CAMOUFLAGE 
JACKETS, brand new 49,50 
TROUSERS, brand new 


MOSSY OAK BOTTOM LAND CAMOUFLAGE 
JACKETS, new £42.50 
TROUSERS, new 


MA1 BOMBER JACKET 
URBAN CAMO — £40.50 


PERSONAL CALLERS 
ALWAYS 
WELCOME — OPEN 
9 till 6 


PLEASE ADD £3.50 FOR POSTAGE AND PACKING 
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he Soviet Union invasion 
of Afghanistan in 
December 1979, took the 
entire world by surprise 
and soon roared into the 
headlines. 

Now, with the fragmented 
Soviet's withdrawal from the 
country coupled with the lack of US 
support to the Mujahideen, the war 
has dragged on for almost 15 years. 

At its peak, the war created the 
world’s largest refugee problem 
and became constantly covered in 
the Western media. After the 
Soviet's withdrawal, the media 
dropped the story like a hot 
cartridge, and the war in 
Afghanistan became just another 
war forgotten in the West. 

Even if it is ignored here, the war 
still wages and still has one of the 
biggest refugee problems in the 
world. 


Goat Herds 


The Soviet Union's official reason 
for entering Afghanistan over the 
Christmas of 1979 was to assist its 
fellow communist government. 
Rebels had been disrupting 
transport and communications 
throughout the country, ostensibly 
as a complaint against new 
restrictions on goat herding, 
amongst other grievances which 
had slowly built up in the mountain 
dwelling people of Afghanistan's 
interior. 

Over 100,000 Soviet troops were 
airlifted and transported across the 
border in a fortnight, in a move of 
great strategic intelligence. The 
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fighting against the latest Soviet 
equipment including Hind 
gunships, known as ‘The Devil’s 
Chariot’ and Frogfoot ground 
attack aircraft. 

The Soviet invasion not only 
brought up to 20,000 ext 
into the combat areas (alth 


invasion: 
aggressive 
Soviets cou 
Trapped betw 
a small corner 
Afghanistan was 
delicate position. 

This heavy Soviet bat 
viewed with alarm by t 
who feared that the recen 
appointed leader, Dr Muharf 
Najibullah, would make 
Afghanistan almost an annexed 
state should the war end. 


West were asleep over Christmas, 
and caught unawares at all levels. 
The official reason for the 
invasion was “to maintain control 
over rebellious elements.” 
However, many believe that 


deeper reasons lay behind the The victory at 
action. The effect of a pro-Soviet pany ob 
government on the Iranian and Government 
Pakistani government was forces anew 
essential to Soviet policy in the pride. It 
region, allowing pressure to be a ad 
rted and a useful staging post prey ai 
exe ging p their Soviet 
should a conflict escalate. ‘betters’, the 
Much has also been made of Afghan Army 
Russia's intent to seize a warm sea could fight with 
rt in the Indian Ocean poles tea 
port ı ' determination 
although such an act would and tenacity as 


require physical invasion of either the Mujahideen. 


Iran or Pakistan. 

The government's opposition 
were Holy Warriors, the 
Mujahideen who had fought 
against the British in the 19th 
century and were now 
determinedly harassing the 
government's forces. 

Even with outdated 
equipment and sporadic 
local control, the 
Mujahideen were 
reputed to have 
control of 65% 
of Afghanistan 
in 1985, a 
remarkable 
achievement. 


craft, lacking 
counter 

rs were deadly 
serious affect 
op deployment. 
this massive investment, the 
West effectively managed to create 
a stalemate, and slowly obtain an 
upper hand for the Mujahideen. 

At the same time, Russian support 
for the action was diminishing. 
Returning troops were spreading 
tales of demoralisation and the 
futility of the conflict. Many had 
turned to drugs, freely available in 

Afghanistan, to return to the 
Soviet Union addicts. 

Nearly 14,000 troops never 
returned alive, killed in 
Afghanistan and to be 
returned in body bags, a 
chilling and constant 
reminder that this had 
become the Soviet Union's 
Vietnam. 

Eventually, losing on 

average one combat aircraft a 
day, and a similar casualty rate, 
the Soviet Union confirmed its 
intention to withdraw on the 
14 April, 1988. 

The last Soviet soldier 

crossed back into the 

Union on 15 February, 

1989, recorded on 

almost every 
Western 
television 
channel. 

A few months 
later, those 
journalists 
were also 
soon to 
withdraw. 


One Western diplomat 
expected the government “to 
collapse just like Saigon.” 


Remarkably, the 
government didn't 
immediately collapse, but 
managed to create an 
unsteady stalemate, holding 
onto the main towns and 
cities, leaving the Mujahideen 
free to roam the hills. 


With hindsight, it is easy to 
see why. The reduction of 
Western aid, part of the 
agreement struck with the 
Soviets, left the Mujahideen 
looking elsewhere for support. 


Other countries had 
maintained ties with the 
Mujahideen, providing less 
sophisticated weaponry. With 
the West's influence cut back, 
it fell to Saudi Arabia, Pakistan 
and China, all with immediate 
interest in the region, to 
supply equipment. Naturally, 
this was nowhere near as 
effective as the Western 
counterparts, and quantities 
were also reduced. 


Most tellingly, the 
Mujahideen lost its direction 
without a Soviet invader to 
fight. The Pakistani advisors 
failed to understand the 
difference between guerilla 
combat, which they were very 
good at, and assaulting 
defensive positions. 

Consequently, the Mujahideen’s 
first assault against a prepared 
position, at Jalalabad, was a four 
month disaster with 2,000 casualties 
and not even a foothold in the 
town. 

Jalalabad also showed a new 
pride within the Afghan forces. It 
seemed that freed of their Soviet 
‘betters’ and given freedom of 
action the Afghan Army could fight 
with the same determination and 
tenacity as the Mujahideen. 


New Force 


A new Special Guard, 11,000 of the 
most experienced troops, was 


COMBAT & MILITARIA 


created into something akin to a 
rapid rection force. The KHAD, the 
government's feared para-military 
secret police was expanded, and the 
militias were increased in status. In 
all, the new Afghan Armed Forces 
stood at around 150,000 men. 

In addition, the Mujahideen 
coalition began to show signs of 
wear. After ten years of uneasy 


truce, various local leaders, 
supported by respective foreign 
governments, believed it was time 
to stake their bid as next ruler of 
Afghanistan. These cracks were 
widened by careful manipulation by 
the Afghan government, which 
actively played one faction against 
another. 

Finally, the citizens with the 
government towns and cities began 
to support what they saw as their 
government. Many, especially 
women who had been given 
increasing freedom under 
Communism, were fearful of the 
extremes an Islamic Mujahideen 
government may go to. 


Even with 
outdated 
equipment and 
sporadic local 
units, the 
Mujahideen 
were reputed to 
have control of 
about 65% of 
Afghanistan in 
1985. A 
remarkable 
achievement 
against the 
might of Soviet 
Russia. 
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Others feared taking a step 
backward, into religious and 
regional turmoil should the 
Mujahideen gain victory, a 
view supported by many 
outside analysts. 


Stalemate 


Since 1992, a virtual stalemate 
has paralysed the country. 
Kabul, the capital, finally fell to 
the Mujahideen aided by 
government members. 

Last year, a tentative peace 
broke out, or at least an 
agreement to allow 
Mujahideen leaders a say in 
government. With agreement, 
between government officials, 
eager to maintain some 
foothold on power, and 
Mujahideen fearing the loss of 
their position. Again, this is only 
amongst a few, and many 
Mujahideen still fight amongst 
themselves. 


GET AWAY FROM IT ALL... 


Forgotten Refugees 


Perhaps the only side ignored 
in nearly all the analysis of the 
Afghan War has been the 
refugees, 5 million stranded on 
the border of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. They sit, waiting for 
some more positive peace to 
appear, before returning to 
their burnt villages. 


Even then, many have to cross 
mine strewn valleys and 
through unfriendly terrain 
controlled by local bandits. 


Yet still their plight is ignored. 
The most recent Afghan media 
attention in the West have been 
concerned with how the 
Mujahideen rebels have been 
escorting huge convoys of 
drugs, 40 to 50 trucks at a time, 
under armed guard into 
Pakistan. These are then 
shipped off to America and 
Europe, raising money for yet 
more fighting. 


The Afghan War, above 
almost all others has become a 
truly forgotten war. Perhaps 
without direct UN or Western 
involvement, it is doomed to 
stay that way. 


x SUMMER OFFER* 
Markhill Mini Gas Stove, was £32.50 — NOW £25.00 


BUFFALO PILE PERTEX CLOTHING 

Mountain Shirt £59.95 
Mountain Jacket £69.95 
Hood £11.95 


£118.66 
£ 36.99 
£ 39.99 
£ 65.00 


£ 75.00 


North Cape Jacket 
85 Litre DPM 

100 Litre Olive 
Conqueror 
Hooped Hydroram 
Biwi Bag DPM 


NOW IN SERVICE WITH THE SBS 
SBS Shirt £69.95 
SBS Trousers £49.95 


Postage & Packing £3.50 
For Catalogue send stamped, addressed envelope to: 
== TRADEWINDS, Outdoor Centre, 
8 Park Road, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire NN8 4PG. 
Telephone orders: 0933 276632 Chris Kemp. 


++» WITH BREAKAWAY SURVIVAL SCHOOL 


The aim of the Breakaway Survival School is simply to teach Survival 
and emphasise team-work. It is not a glorified camping exercise — it 
teaches how to become dependent on one’s skills and resources 
away from the trappings of society. It teaches an intense awareness 
of your surroundings. Your survival depends on it. You will be taught 
how to improvise weapons, trap rabbits, pheasants and fish, which 


Weekends in the 
Brecon Beacons. 
Individuals and 
organised groups 
welcome. 
Also 
Mountain Safety 
Weekend Courses 


Learn basic skills of 
survival under first 
class, qualified 

instruction. 
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you will then prepare and cook, and finally eat. You learn how to exist 
on the plant life that nature has provided. You will discover how to 
make a shelter that will protect you from the elements. You will learn 
how to navigate over difficult terrain. You will learn all of these things 
because, if you don’t, you won't eat or sleep. 


People who want to 
BREAKAWAY! 

Join me, Mick ‘Ginge’ Tyler on a 
survival course in the Brecon 
Beacons. | will teach you all the 
aspects of survival, and then 


DO IT! 


Ring (0432) 267097 or send an SAE to 
MICK TYLER, 17 Hugh Thomas Avenue 
Holmer, Hereford HR4 9RB 
for details of the experience of a lifetime. 


allow you to practise these skills 
to become more self-supporting. 
So don't just think about it, 


Name 
Address 


Please forward me more details on 
Survival Courses 
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The next time that you are in your local 
surplus store on the lookout for another 
pair of boots, a new pair of gloves or 
simply a T-shirt, give a thought to where 
all that motley collection of stuff has 
come from, and how the shirt on your 
back, or the boots on your feet could 
have once belonged to a Russian soldier 
or a young German who has Just 
completed his National Service 


eople buy government surplus 

because it has a reputation for 

being tough, well made, 

durable and good value for 
money. It is all easy to forget that 
most of the stock seen in your average 
surplus store has been designed, 
tested and developed to perform often 
in the most atrocious conditions and 
worn and relied upon by some of the 
world’s toughest armed forces by men 
who expect and demand the best. 
When you buy surplus wear, you 
know that it comes recommended, be 
it from Russia, Germany, America 
and beyond. 


‘Surp 


us to 


Rags to Riches 


The Wing story of how a market stall 
holder can now claim to be the largest 
surplus wholesaler in the country may 
seem like a rags to riches fairy tale, 
but the truth behind the Wing success 
story lies in quick deals, knowing and 
understanding the market and a lot of 
hard work. Few men can claim to have 
made their fortune with the help of the 
government, but that is exactly what 
Peter Wing has done, and his surplus 
empire continues to expand as 


requireme 


If you’ve bought anything from a 


surplus store in the last 20 years or so, 


then there is a good chance that it has 
found its way into this country via the 
PG Wing warehouse situated in 
Saffron Walden. 
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government sell-offs are turned into 
hard cash through buying and selling 
surplus goods to eager customers 
around the world at a good profit. 
Wing is the first to admit that it 
hasn’t always been plain sailing and 
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STORE SEARCH 


that every deal he makes is a bit of a 
gamble: “It’s like backing a horse, but 
I’m certain of getting my money 
back.” 


Wing’s success can largely be put 
down to a great understanding of the 
international market, knowing exactly 
how it operates, what to look for and 
most importantly, what to avoid. 
Peter buys kit from all over the world 
and sells it on to dealers in Japan, 
America, Australia, New Zealand and 
Europe as well as the two thousand 
dealers operating in the United 
Kingdom, and when he buys, he buys 
big. 

“T usually buy by the ton, be it 
shirts, boots or helmets. A typical lot 
might contain around 10,000 high leg 
boots, all of which have to be sorted, 
graded and sometimes repaired.” By 
wielding such buying power, Peter can 
corner the market by buying out the 
stock completely himself, or by going 
in with another dealer. The stock can 
then be sold on complete to a 
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government if the opportunity 
presents itself, or split up and sold in 
part to dealers around the world, all of 
course, at a profit. 


90,000 Helmets 


Wing managed to buy his first 
warehouse entirely on the proceeds of 
just one sale, by securing a deal on 
90,000 British Mark IV helmets and 
selling them on to Italy. “The ship 
went to sail for Italy and then it turned 
and went to Somalia, who you weren't 
allowed to sell the helmets to, but I 
had sold them to Italy and I made my 
money.” 

With over 700 lines in stock at one 
time and tons arriving every week, it is 
quite remarkable that Peter can 
remember every item, where it is from 
and how much he bought it for. A 
walk through one of his packed 
warehouses reveals more surprises as 
we browse through aisles of boxes of 
British Second World War bayonets, 
“unused, still in their protective 
grease”, various sets of desert cam 
uniforms, “Government mistakes are 
my profit. I bought 40,000 sets of 
these cams after the Gulf War and 
then sold them ail to an African 
government” and raincoats “We sold 
thirty thousand to Maceys one 
summer.” 


German Para Boots 


A look through Wing's extensive stock 


list reveals a few mainstay items that 
he always manages to move, the 
market leader being boots. “If there's 
one thing that I can never get enough 
of, it's German Para boots. I used to 
buy them in at 35p a pair way back in 
the seventies and now I still can’t buy 
them in quick enough. 

“Things come and go out of fashion, 
but boots, parkhas and shirts they 
always sell well. I sell 10,000 shirts 
every week and I’ve always got a 
quarter of a million of those in stock. 
Every week I sell between two and 
three hundred Tommy helmets. I’ve 


sold hats to Miss Selfridges and we 
always have boutiques ringing us up 
asking if we’ve got this or that, as well 
as the usual requests for complete 
uniforms from fancy dress shops and 
theatres.” 


“Peter Wing supplied 
all the uniforms used 
in the Stanley Kubrick 
film Full Metal Jacket 
including 250 sets of 
webbing and over 300 
helmets.” 


Knives, Bayonets & Flack 


As well as the usual items found in 
every surplus store, Wing also stocks 
around one hundred different knives 
from around the world, bayonets, 
flags, cap badges, deactivated 
weapons, even flack jackets. At the 
moment a lot of his attention is 
directed at D-Day memorabilia as 


From the Armed 
Forces of the World 
to your Store 


Combat boots are bought by the 
German Governement and 
issued to those on National 

Service. 


v 


Used boots are sold as surplus 
wear by the German 
Government by international 
auction. 


v 
Boots bought in bulk (up to 
50,000 pairs at a time) by Wing 
or through one of his traders in 
Germany. 


w 


Boots shipped back across to 
Saffron Walden in the UK. 


v 


Each boot is sorted, graded and 
repaired if necessary and stored 
at warehouse. 


v 


Surplus store dealers and 
foreign governments or dealers 
buy boots. 


s 
s 


next year is the 50th anniversary and 
he is busy buying in badges, helmets 
and uniforms to meet the expected 
demand over the next 12 months. 
Forward planning means big business 
and good profits and with this in mind 
Wing is beginning to focus more and 
more of his attention on World War II 
memorabilia as yet another 
anniversary approaches. 

When asked about the secret of his 
success, Peter openly replies “I’m 
never in a hurry to sell, and this way I 
always make a profit. Being able to 
buy in bulk greatly increase my buying 
power. I don’t compete with other 
traders, I either go in with them or 
they come in with me. At the end of 
the day it’s all down to a little luck and 
a lot of hard work.” 

Despite the recession biting into 
others profits, and the flooding of the 
market of bankrupt stock, Peter 
remains confident about the future of 
his surplus empire. “There will always 
be government surplus, and there will 
always be a market for it. People 
know that when they buy surplus wear 
that they are getting good quality kit 
that will probably last a life time and is 
therefore excellent value for money. It 
is durable, cheap and there’s always so 
much to choose from.” 


E 
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FULL RANGE OF 
ALMAR KNIVES IN STOCK, 
INCLUDING THE NEW ‘WARRIOR’. 


MODELS ILLUSTRATED 
TANKEN UTILITY 1 £66.53 
TANKEN UTILITY 2 £66.53 


NIGHT VISION BINOCULARS 


Fabulous brand new latest specification night 
vision binoculars. Fantastic 2nd Generation image 
intensifiers magnify light 30,000X yet are only 714” 
long and weigh 2lb. Brand new with 12 months 
guarantee. — INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
£595.00 + £5 P&P 


0.C.S. MINI LANTERN 


This fabulous little lantern was used by many US troops in the Gulf 
War, and came through with flying colours. This robust, battle proven 
unit is only 3%" long and weighs 4%0z with batteries. It is shock 
resistant and waterproof to 200ft. It also has a built-in red filter for 
night use. It can be hung in a tent from its built-in loop strap, or 
clipped or Velcro fastened to your kit. 
ONLY £10.95 + £1.50 P&P - Please state Black or Green 


TIMBERLITE FOLDING KNIFE 


Fantastic little 3” bladed folding knife with a unique locking system 
where the blade is pulled away from the handle to release it. Black 
or Clear Zytel handle, it only weighs 1.70z. Thumb studs for easy one- 
handed opening. Blade Magazine award winner. 
ONLY £29.95 + £1.50 P&P whilst stocks last 


| HUNGRY CAMPER 


A unique implement, it features a can opener, bottle opener, fork, 
spoon and safety knife in one stainless steel tool. Only 8/4” long and 
weighing just 1.60z. Ideal for all campers or outdoor enthusiasts. 
ONLY £7.99 + £1.50 P&P 


“MURPHY'S LAW” REPAIR KIT 


Emergency first aid for all your outdoor gear! This 
pocket sized repair kit includes all the tools 
necessary for in-the-field repairs to tents, packs, 
sleeping bags, rafts, waders, rain gear etc, yet 
weighs only 3.50z. A must for all outdoor 
enthusiasts. - ONLY £14.95 + £2.00 P&P 


BULLET PROOF/KNIFE PROOF VESTS 


Fabulous top quality bullet proof vests will stop 
up to .44 Magnum (or 7.62mm NATO with inserts) 
yet can easily be concealed under a shirt. 
Provides full protection from sides too. Also knife 
proof vests as above but will stop any knife or 
sharp implement. Knife proof gloves are also 
available that look like a normal pair of gloves, yet 
have a knife proof lining. Ideal for bouncers etc. 
Vests from £299.95 — Knife Proof Gloves £59.95 
P&P Vests £5.00, Gloves £2.50 


STORM WHISTLE 


Superb safety whistle 100% louder than a 

standard police or safety whistle. It has been 

adopted by the US military and has many uses 

including self defence. It is incredibly loud, easily 

loud enough to drive a would be assailant away. 

It is even loud enough to be heard underwater. — 
ONLY £6.50 + £1.50 P&P 


RACING LINES 


PO Box 43, Darwen 
Lancs BB3 OPJ 


range of Almar Knives and other products we sell. 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE VERY WELCOME. 


RACING LINES — The Driving Force in Quality Knives! 


October 1993 
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GOVERNMENT SURPLUS SUPPLIES 
South West Wales Largest Surplus Supplies 


AUSTRIAN ‘LEOPARD’ PATTERN PARKA £22.50 
AUSTRIAN ‘LEOPARD’ PATTERN TROUSERS £18.50 


M.A.1. JACKETS, SAGE OR BLACK (NEW) 
Sizes: sm to xxl — £40.00 
WINDPROOF JACKETS 
GERMAN SNOW CAMOUFLAGE SUIT £29.95 


D.P.M. WATCHSTRAPS 
Designed to protect slim-line watch or military G1098 watch. Velcro fastening. 
Made from regulation combat material — £5.95 


“The Genuine British Army Knife” 


3-piece all stainless — £18. 


US M.65 TYPE TROUSERS, BLACK OR OLIVE £16.50 


SWEDISH ISSUE SHIRTS 
Long sleeve with Grandad Style collar, 3 button opening knitted cotton £5.99 


BRAZILIAN MADE MACHETE 
14” blade with sheath — £8.99 


PLEASE STATE SIZES 
Also Flags of many Nations £11.75 


ize approx 60in x 36in 


GOLOK JUNGLE MACHETE 
13” carbon steel blade, wood handle, as supplied to British and NATO forces, 
includes webbing sheath. Brand new — £14.95 


PARATROOPER KNIFE 
Black powder coated carbon steel 10” blade, wood handle, canvas sheath. 
As used by Paras in WWII and still made by original firm — £16.50 


NORWEGIAN ARMY SHIRTS 
Zip neck, black or olive. All sizes — £18.50 


Please send £1.00 and SAE for full list. Please state which list 
required: Knife list or Clothing and Equipment, or both. 
8 HOLLOWAY, HAVERFORDWEST 
PEMBROKESHIRE, S.W. WALES SA61 2JL 
TEL: 0437 768321 Price incl. p&p 


LISTENING 
DEVICES 


Want to know what they are 
saying without them being 
aware? Used by C.I.A., F.B.I. 
and Special Services 


throughout the world. 


Less than 2.5cm square. Own power supply, 
can be received on standard radio. Price per 
unit incl. p&p, £25. Send PO or cheque 
payable to 


MSIS, PO Box 61, KINGSWINFORD 
DY6 8YZ. 


IT IS NOT ILLEGAL TO OWN OR PURCHASE 
A RADIO TRANSMITTER, HOWEVER IT IS 
AN OFFENCE TO TRANSMIT A RADIO 
SIGNAL WITHOUT AN APPROPRIATE 
LICENCE. 


FIRST AID PACK 


5 5 In response to constant requests, Fighting Fit has designed its own First Aid Pack 


with contents extensive enough for most situations and yet compact enough to fit into 
a smock pocket or onto a webbing belt. 

The size of the Pack allows it to be always on hand, whilst the design gives instant 
accessibility to the contents, which we believe are the most comprehensive yet 
available to non-medical users and first-aiders alike. 

The contents have been chosen to cover a very wide range of medical problems, 
including resuscitation with personal protection, burns, bleeding (minor and severe) 
exposure, fractures, pain, blisters, bites, sprains, diarrhoea, heat cramps, etc. 


Contents: Personal Resuscitation Protector, Disposable Gloves, Foil Hypo Blanket, 
5” Scissors, Melolin 10 x 10cm Burn Dressing, No. 14 Sterile Mine Dressing, 2 x 
No. 8 Sterile Wound Dressings, Sterile Triangular Bandage, 6 x Safety Pins, 8 x 
Paracetamol in foil, 10 x Washproof Plasters, 5 x Sterile Butterfly Sutures, Fabric 
Dressing Strip 6cm x 25cm, Eyebath, 4 x Antiseptic Wipes, Savlon 15g, Crepe 
Bandage 7.5cm x 4.5m, Electrolytic Powder Sachet, Distress Whistle, Instruction 
Sheet, Refill Order Form. 


, 


The Pack is made to a very high standard from proofed nylon with stud fastenings 
and wide belt loops on rear. When opened there are four flap pockets of braid edged 
clear crackproof plastic and a main compartment with two optional wide elastic straps 
to hold main contents in place when working straight from the belt. 


The Pack measures only 14 x 14 x 6cm and with contents weighs 380g and is 
available in Olive Green or Black. 


Fighting Fit First Aid Pack 
Fighting Fit First Aid Pack 2 as above. 


but with addition of Limb size Casualty Burn 
Sheet (92 x 75cm) and SWP pump operated 
Water purifier. Weight 500gms. 


£25.00 


FIGHTING FIT FIRST AID PACK £36.00 


1993 Catalogue of Survival, Military and First Aid equipment 
is sent free with all orders or send 2 x 1st class stamps. 


E é i 3 Please add £1.20 for Pack 1 or £2.40 for Pack 2 to cover insured 
Cheque, PO or Credit Card details (inc. expiry date) to: 


post and packing on all UK and BFPO orders. 


Fighting Fit, Dept. mo, Cavatina, Netherfield, East Sussex TN33 9B 
Tel: (042482) 249 
October 1993 


Overseas orders welcome. For insured Air despatch please add £4.00; for European destinations, £7.00 for non-Europe, £9.00 for Australasia. 
Overseas customers are asked to pay by Credit Card or Sterling International Money Order. 
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With laser sights, on 


board computers and 
satellites, it’s easy to 
get swept away with 


the latest technology. 
But remember, all 


these machines need 


men to operate them, 
and when the going 


gets really tough they 
don't send in a robot, 


they send in the 
infantry. 


orking on this 
premise, it's as true 
today as it has ever 
been: the man on the 
ground is the one who gets things 
done and ultimately establishes 
control. Control is what it's all 
about and the man in question, is 
YOU! 

Infrastructure such as 
communications, transport, 
feeding etc. is something without 
which it would be impossible to 
prosecute a war, except perhaps, a 
skilled resistance affair. Thereby, 
putting aside the obvious, it still 
leaves YOU as the most precious 
piece of equipment in the army's 
inventory — BELIEVE ITI 

However, on the basis that no 
one | know can see through the 
back of his head, and therefore 
provide his own all round defence, 
it stands to reason that the most 
valuable, complete unit in this 
man's army is the Section. 


Brick By Brick 
Ea l] 
If you think of a section as a 
single brick (as it is sometimes 
referred to) in a whole structure, 
you should be able to recognise its 
importance immediately. Remove 
just one of those bricks and signs 
of stress and decay will surely 
follow. Every brick in the structure 


ar, 


a 


plays its part and any shortfall 
means additional responsibility 
and effort, and ultimately 
degradation takes its toll. A 
section out of.action, or worse 
still, underskilled, saps the life from 
its parent platoon. 

Think of it: unable to give that 
flanking fire, hit and miss 
communications, getting lost 

+ through lousy map and compass 
work, can't complete the move in 
time due to lack of fitness, 
compromised because of poor 


patrolling skills. You've got to be 


there and get it right or you're 
a waste of rations. 

Being there and getting it right 
is easy to say, | know. In the cold 
light of day — and it often is — the 
job can lose a lot of its gloss. A 
boot full of ditch water, a 
grumbling gut and a chaffing that 
feels like its down to the bone. All 
these things and more are not 
exactly conducive to honing 
superior fighting skills. But you've 
accepted the job and this is where 
the self respect comes in. | too 
have been wet, cold, hungry and 
tired. | too have laid there in the 


“dark, waiting, waiting, waiting — 


Nothing. But hold on now, 
you chose to be different, 
to be special. To join one 
of the oldest and most 
challenging 
professions open 
to man: 
SOLDIERING. 


To be special you need to be 
above average, and this is your 
chance. Soldiering is more than 
humping a ton across Salisbury 
Plain and bringing on a sweat: 
that's for nobodies. It's little 


_understood that soldiering, even 


at the lowest level, when done the 
right way, is one of the most 
intense, fatiguing, skillful, 
interactive and satisfying 
applications of the human senses. 
Although its a bit of a hackneyed 
phrase, 'working like a well oiled 
machine’ is the condition for 
which you must strive. 

Additional benefits that flow 
from making your team ‘tick’ are 
the more deeply felt and longer 
lasting ones of camaraderie and 
esprit-de-corps. Of course, life 
doesn't always come at you 
through rose tinted spectacles, but 
the more professional the 
attitude, the easier it is to deal 


with the occasional 

niggles that happen 
along the way. It's 
well accepted that 
legends in the bar 
are borne of 
hardship in the 
field, and whilst 
its true that 
oaming nectar will 
colour things 
slightly, this is the 
“stuff of life and you 
will have earned the 
right. 


A Future? 


In 1982, in the South Atlantic, 
servicemen once again 
confronted each other for the 
purpose of conventional combat 
and as a result, many so-called 
militarists and politicians were 

_ astonished. It came as a chill 
wind that men would once 
more have to hack and maul 


with each other, so detached from 


real life had the world of 
computers, mobile phones, fax 
machines and the rest become that 
the fact that upper-body strength, 
general fitness and the will to win 
were more in demand than green 
screens and robots caused a lot of 
people to readjust their 
perception of modern war. 
When confrontation in the 
Gulf raised its ugly head, the 
‘Mother of all Lunatics’ faced off 
against the ‘Daddy of all Lazers’ 
“and promptly got a pasting. This 
was of course to be expected (by 
those in touch with reality) and was 
due in many respects to the ground 
upon which the action took place. 
However, and in particular with 
this sort of scenario and enemy. 
any amount of bombing, as was 
proven in Vietnam is.like treading 
on an ant's nest: stamp as you 
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might, some of the buggers will 
get away and pop up elsewhere: 
enter the infantry. 

So here we are in 1993 and the 
world is wringing its hands again, 
this time over the Balkans. If ever 
proof was needed that technology 
nas its limits then step this way. 
Another beautiful, vibrant 
landscape provides the classic 
arena for world soldiering. 
Combat by instinct as well as 
computers. If units (of any size) 
don't get their act together they 
perish. It's this energy, nerve and 
will sapping variety of warfare that 
is the speciality of the 
infantryman. 

There will never be a time when 
war is not with us, just as there 
will never be a time when the 
infantryman and his section 
becomes obsolete. Technology is a 
useful aid, but it's YOUR centuries 
old cunning, stealth, endurance 
and sense of humour that wilt do 
the enabling. Your section has 
more power and influence than 
you may think it has, but before it 
can operate effectively, it must 
‘TICK’. 


On The Ground 


A Section’s strength lies in its 
ability to operate as a cohesive 
unit. So you've heard it all before. 
Well, how about this one: it's 
1993, your unit is in South Eastern 
Europe, its mountainous, broken 
country and it's closing on winter. 
You're situated in a hill top ‘fort’ 
tnat dominates from one side a 
good few miles of lush, fertile 
valley. Acting as part of a peace 
keeping force your unit isn't 
exactly up to swapping Christmas 
card lists with the local and not so 
local militias. Your assignment has 
become a contradiction in terms as 


DIRECTION 
OF ADVANCE 


PATROL FORMATION 


LUCY IN THE SKY WITH DIAMON 


DS. Crossing open ground at night used to be achieved 


using Diamond formation (left). This gave good control, and flexible all round defence, 
however, more time was spent keeping a nice diamond shape than looking for the enemy. 


CLOUD formation (right) is now bei 


ng tried. The formation is less strict, and so more time 


can be spent looking ahead then at your buddy. 


NB. The position of the LSWs (here 
and actions. 


at point and left) depends upon likely enemy positions 


the three main warring factions 
are determined to take your hill 
for strategic reasons. 

They don't exactly say as much 
on the daily public relations 
bulletins that fly around the world 
competing for sympathy, but that 
is the situation, and don’t you 
know it. One of your company was 
ripped up by heavy tracer recently 
whilst on a Standing Patrol on the 
Forward Edge Battle Area (FEBA) 
and in this crazy world you now 


ACTION ON FLARES 


Three main types of flare might be experienced on a night patrol: 


Mini Flares are hand launched and provide almost instant light. The ~ 
only action is to fall flat to the ground and then move to cover as and 


when available. 


Paralilum can be heard whooshing into the air and burst into a alight 
on the end of a parachute. Usual action is to go for cover on hearing 


the flare being launched. If caught unawares, stand still and slowly 
move down to the ground as the flare descends. 

Trip Flares should always be covered by fire, and once tripped, 
incoming fire can be expected. Under the Patrol Commander's order, 
break to the agreed distance and area (usually 200m back, sometimes 
to the Left or Right depending on terrain etc) before going to ground. 


Naturally, every unit would have its own SOP's based on the above. The 
procedure most favoured will be outlined by the Section Commander. 
in his Patrol Orders, before you move e out. 
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inhabit, any one of the factions 
could have been responsible, 
trying hard by day to lay the 
blame on one of the others. 
Whatever the facts, feelings are, 
to say the least, a little on edge. 
However, now at last you're 
getting the chance to get 
involved. 

All those hours of ducking and 
hiding, of keeping a low profile 
and turning the other cheek are 
over. You're going out tonight on 
a Fighting Patrol, loaded to the 
teeth with nasties, and now your 
time has come you don't know 
whether to whoop for joy or 
spend the next few hours sitting 
on the bog. 

You're now immersed in final 
preparations prior to emerging 
from the underground dugout you 
call home. Before now, rehearsals 
for an exercise move seemed a bit 
unnecessary — today everybody 
was enthusiastic for more. 
Everyone wanted to be sure, and 
the more you practised tonight's 
move the better everybody felt. 
With weapons zeroed and 
particular attention paid to the 
close range stuff, you finished off 
another question and answer run- 
through of the move. While the 
bulk of the platoon then left for 
their bunks, the blokes tasked 
with the setting of Claymores and 
lights had one last session. 


WOul¥d NOVIS 


N 
pa, 


SECTIONPATROL 


A bit close for 
comfort, but 
this way the 
whole section 
fits in the 
photo! 
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Mount Up 


An early evening meal, a chance 
for final trimming of equipment 
and you could then relax for a 
couple of hours before that 
tingling moment when the 
platoon commander appears and 
bids you ‘Mount Up!’ 


Until recently, amongst the 


locals, it seemed as though every 
man and his dog owned an AK, 
strutting their stuff better than 
Rambo, though now, with the 
decision to hit back, albeit ona 
limited scale, only the truly 
motivated ‘freedom’ fighters stick 
around to argue, and even then 
more often at a sniper’s arms 
length. The poseurs and racketeers 
have moved on, looking for safer, 
easier pickings. 


Most wars consist of many 


hours, weeks, even months of 
boredom relieved by sudden, mind 
freezing action, often of short 
duration. And although tonight's 
move is but a smali one, leaving 
you out and exposed for about 48 
hours, it will be every bit as real as 
anybody else’s war, concentrating 
the mind fully. 


After a final check with the 


‘Boss’ the section commanders 
return. You're already formed up 


thy ZA o 


in order of march and numbered 
off. Your Section Commander has 
ensured that you are prepared, 
know the password, know the 
basic format and are sharp on your 
contact drills and RV procedure. 
He checks that you are not 
carrying compromising material 
and that you do not sound like a 
sack of spoons whilst on the move. 
You are given the command ‘load’ 
and then ‘ready’. Cocking handles 
pull back, bolt carriers fly forward 
and rounds are chambered. You 
push hard up against the lever to 
ensure the round is properly 
home, no place for sloppy drills. 
Twenty-nine thumbs double check 
for ‘safe’. : 

A sudden pang of mortality 


shivers through you: no blank 
attachments and no thunder 
flashes. You stand there wearing 
your Kevlar vest and and you really 
feel the increase in weight of 
weapon and webbing. Live ‘ball’ 
ammo is so plentiful they’re giving 
it away, along with grenades (the 
real green and yellow variety) that 
are stuffed wherever you can put 
them. 

The straggling column moves 
out of the still compound. A 
muffled discussion comes from a 
part open doorway as you pass, 
followed by the familiar aroma of 
tobacco smoke. Then off out into 
the muggy, overcast night, with 
your section taking the lead. 

The route winds down the 
reverse side of the hill, still inside 
‘friendly’ country. It curves around 
the lower reaches, moving back 
once more towards the FEBA 
which sits along a broad, lightly 
wooded and bouldered rib. By day 
it overlooks a heavily forested area 
that falls unevenly down to the 
valley plain and the river. 

The FEBA is reached within the 
hour, after a few practise halts, 
radio checks and a stop for 
something up front which you 
know nothing about. The patrol 
halts at the FEBA to confirm routes 
and timings with the sentries, then 
moves out into No Man's Land. 

Here we go then, this is what it’s 
all about. The immediate clearing 
between your lines and the first 
conifers is crossed by the patrol in 
three separate sections, each 
covering each other, quietly and 
swiftly. 

You re-group a few yards into 
cover, then using the formal lines 
of planted conifers, make useful, 
silent progress on the bed of pine 
needles beneath your feet. Hoping 
that ‘point’ is being wary of trips, 
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you maintain your allotted 
inspection of the blackness within 
the forest. More a case of senses 
than sight, it’s so damn black you 
can barely see the bulk of your 
mate in front of you and even less 
the one at your rear, so complete 
is the blackness as the overhead 
foliage closes in. Then suddenly it 
eases and the spacings can 
increase. Occasionally a signal is 
received from up front indicating 
a fresh ERV (Emergency 
Rendezvous) for regrouping if 
bumped. You pass it back along 
the line. You know that as long as 
every man never ‘loses’ the bloke 
behind, the patrol will remain 
complete, avoiding the cock-ups 
you have made in training. 


Self Discipline 

a e 
The column stops. The signal from 
up front is to ‘Take Five’ whilst the 
Section Commander checks we've 
made the RV and studies his map 
to see that we’re on track. You 
pass on the message and drop 
down quietly and warily, still. 
maintaining vigilance over your 
particular arc, even if it’s only by 
ear and straining through your 
SUSAT sights. You're just thinking 
how you could do with a cigarette 
when your mate up front shuffles 
alongside, his blackened face only 
recogniseable as such by his 
grinning teeth. He puts his lips to 
your ear and whispers softly: “| 
could do with a crap!” You 
chuckle inwardly and palm him 
away, back to concentration. 

You wonder why it is that, 
unlike your mate, some guys seem 
incapable of passing a covert 
message without a high pitched 
strangled whisper that resonates 
across the airwaves, or in contrast, 
insist on maintaining a ‘manly’ 
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demeanour by whispering ultra- 
Dase, so low and booming that the 
enemy might trip over it were they 
nearby. Matey up front taps your 
shoulder, you're off again and you 
pass on the message. 


Getting Closer. 
SAS. nn eee Ree 
Five minutes later direction 
changes, off at ninety degrees. As 
you move along the new heading 
you Can just detect a softening of 
the blackness to your left. You 
reckon that ‘point’ must be taking 
you along the bottom edge of the 
forest, about ten metres in, under 
guidance from the Boss just 
behind him. 

There is still an element of 
summer warmth left in the air 
which lifts a pungent scent from 
the surrounding pines. The 
fluctuating wind is coming up 
from the valley floor, carrying with 
it sounds of sporadic gun fire and 
the bitter smell of burning houses. 
Tracers stream from each side of 
the valley, down routes to God 
knows where, occasionally 
ricocheting off and upward into 
the night sky. The chatter of 
automatic fire and the sporadic 
crump of something heavier seems 
so much closer now, as the wind 


and dark does battle with your 
senses. At least the wind and noise 
should help to cover your 
approach towards the objective: a 
sheer sided track that runs up 
from the valley and carries the 
only effective trail on which a 
wheeled vehicle could operate. 
The debrief of the incident 
points to a double barrelled heavy 
machine gun that has found its 
way here from Russia or perhaps 
China. Who knows what they're 
using and where they're getting it 
from? No vehicle had been heard 
during the night, but you know 
how adroit these locals can be 
when it comes to improvisation. 


False Alarm 


You've travelled about two hours 
now, with several stops. On one 
occasion a whoosh of travelling 
sparks fled into the sky and 
everyone skuttled for cover, but as 
the para-flare ignited it proved to 
be well off toward the lower part 
of the valley and drifted 
harmlessly back to earth a good 
way off from your position. The 
noxious stink of propellant 
travelled through the pines some 
minutes later. 

Several forest footpaths and 
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breaks in the canopy have been 
crossed by a variety of methods. 
Some with great caution and 
systematic mutual cover, every 
single man playing his part, others 
as required, with a quick, quiet 
dash by a whole section. 

Distance covered in the time is 
minimal, about 1.5K, but the 
mental strain of total 
concentration when operating in 
No Man's Land, takes its toil. 
When all around you lurks like a 
threat, it’s then you realise how 
much you rely on your pals’ 
professionalism, not just your own. 
You're stopped again. This time 
the Section Commander pulls you 
together and indicates a tight all- 
round defence, while he, the Boss 
and the other section Cpls creep 
off into the pitch black to 
recce the proposed ambush 
position. You arrange yourselves 
in a small defensive circle, all 
within physical contact and then 
settle down to watch and wait. 

Your mind goes over the events 
of the day. You still know roughly 
where you are and the route back. 
The perspiration starts to chill. You 
uncover you watch face and press 
the tit: five minutes after 
midnight. 

O.K. so far. 


GREAT NEW VIDEOS FROM CEP EUROPE 
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Over 100 designs printed on 
quality ‘T’ & Sweat Shirts. 
Also full personalised printed/artwork service. 
No order too small. 
For full details and free catalogue send AS sized s.a.e. 
to: 


Iron Shirt (UK). Dept CM, Kenton Hill Cottage, 
Kenton, Exeter EX6 8JD 


INSIDE SWAT: America’s Elite in Action 


The first film to go all the way inside America’s shock force in the war against crime. Visit 
an actual SWAT training school and see how teams learn to use stealth and force when 
dealing with drug busts, riots, hostage takers and other violent acts. Go inside a SWAT 
armoury for a hands-on look at the state-of-the-art weapons and equipment used by SWAT 
Tactical Intervention Units. This tape is a must for anyone with a serious interest in modern 
police science. Approx 50 mins. VHS. £24.95 inclusive. 


EXPERT BODY LANGUAGE: The Science of People Reading 


Can you tell if a person is being sincere simply by the way they stand of sit? Or if someone 
is approachable by the signals their unconscious movements are providing? Suppose you 
could use someone else’s thought processes to make an important point or convince him 
that your idea was best? 

EXPERT BODY LANGUAGE is a step-by-step guide that gives you the advantage in 
any social, business or law enforcement interview situation. By reading a person’s facial 
expressions, verbal clues and body reactions, you will be able to judge that person’s stress 
levels and tell if he or she is being truthful or deceptive. This video also reveals the vital 
points of the “lie detection” courses taught to the FBI and other agencies and then goes a 
step further, showing how these techniques can be used to manipulate a person’s thinking 
processes. Approx 35 mins. VHS. £34.95 inclusive. 


Cheques/POs payable CEP EUROPE. Videos are not returnable. Damaged 

tapes will be replaced. Order from CEP EUROPE, 70 Kingsdown Avenue, Great 

Barr, Birmingham B42 1NF, England. Tel/Fax (021) 358 0628. Mail Order 
nly. 


Many other fascinating titles available. Send £1 cash or stamps for new catalogue. Trade 
enquiries welcomed from established dealers. 
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Design, development, manufacture and direct sale specialists worldwide serving 
the military, police and those working in extreme and arduous environments. 
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: PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS AND PRICES OF: 
LIGHTWEIGHT SLEEPING BAGS C PERTEX LIBOND JACKETS O 
| PATROL PACKS [] CHEST WEBBING © WATERPROOF SMOCKS O 
| YOUR COMPLETE RANGE O 
NAME AND ADDRESS: 
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- - « amongst the best pieces of kit 


590005 CRRA 


Gas powered 

uns with integral 

reservoir charged from can, 
over 1,500 rounds per can. 


MAVERICK MOD88 
BULL PUP SHOTGUN 


Full size Airsoft replica £199 


DESERT EAGLE 


Massive heavy 
handgun. All black 
with 2 x 15 round 

mags. £59 


P&P £3.75 
per order 


BERETTA 92F 


Detailed copy of ea 
U.S. Troopers Handgun. 
13 round mag. Black 
£35.95. Heavyweight 
Silver £49.95 


COLT G'VT AUTO 


All black rubber 

wrap round grips, 

12 round mag, 
Heavyweight £39.95 


S & W 645 AUTO 


All black Smith“ 
& Wesson 14 round 
magazine £39.95 


SHOULDER HOLSTERS 


£12.95 each É 


Des Eagle 
£14.95 


GAS CAN = 
For Pistols. 400 ml container £9.95 
6mm BALLSHOT AMMO 

2g Heavy x 500 

3g Ultra Heavy x 500 


2g Skyflash Chrome Wash x 1000 
Paintshot x 250 


BATTLE ORDERS LTD 
DEPT. CM, 71A EASTBOURNE ROAD, 
LOWER WILLINGDON, EASTBOURNE, 

EAST SUSSEX BN20 SNR 
TEL: 0323 485182/437309 (FAX 487309) 
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THE GUNSMITHS MANUAL 

Complete fabrication of guns, making barrels, 
actions, stocks and finishing. Handtools and tools 
for breeching, rifling, chambering, hammers, nip- 
ples. Springs, how to forge and temper. Blueing 
and browning. The only book of its kind covering 
the transition from muzzleloaders to breechload- 
ers. 52x812, 376 pages, laminated. £15.95 


ADVANCED GUNSMITHING 
ADVANCED by W. F. Vickery 

GUNSMITHING An exceptional manual on the manufacture, alter- 
ation and repair of firearms. Includes barrel 
changing, rifling tools, making heads and cutters, 
locktime and trigger work. Shotgun repairs. 
.22RF. Heat treatment. Case hardening, blueing. 
The definitive manual. 422 pages, 5x8, laminated 
covers. £19.75 


OFFICIAL GUIDE TO GUNMARKS 

The chapters of this book have been designed so 
that you can quickly and easily recognise the 
often vague marks used by gun manufacturers. 
Identifying their marks can greatly increase the 
value and interest of your firearms. 45 chapters, 
over 15000 trade, proof marks etc. 252 pages, 
8x514, illustrations, laminated covers. £12.95 


THE OFFICIAL GUIDE TO SNIPER TRAINING 
AND EMPLOYMENT 


This latest edition on sniping from the US Army 
Infantry School. Brings post-Vietnam sniping right 
up-to-date. Nigh sights, marksmanship, calling 
your shot, zeroing, following through and more. 
Very thorough. 200 pages. 512x82, laminated 
covers. £12.95 


FIELDCRAFT SNIPING AND INTELLIGENCE 
by Major N. Armstrong OBE, FRGS 


Written to train scoutsnipers in the Second World War. Major 
Armstrong never forgot the lessons learnt in the First World 
War. Observation, scouting, sniping, camouflage (Ghillie 
Suits), judging distances, discipline. The author dedicates this 
book to that intrepid breed of hunters — scouts and snipers, 
whose skills were forgotten between the wars. 232 pages, 
4x7, laminated covers. £11.95 


THE OFFICIAL GUIDE TO SMALL ARMS ID 
AND OPERATION 


OFFICIAL (Eurasian Communist Countries) 


SMALL ARMS A ; 7 
IDENTIFICATION Assembly, disassembly, function and operations 


and OPERATION of exotic Communist weapons such as the Skor- 
pion and Stechkin machine pistols. CZ pistols. 
Covers 44 separate weapons; pistols, rifles, sub- 
machine guns. 416 pages, 512x84, laminated 
covers. £16.95 


DITCH MEDICINE 
Advanced Field Procedures for Emergencies 
by Hugh L. Coffee 


Whether it's a war zone or a civil disaster area, 
traumatic injuries often occur in remote, unsanitary 
locations. This book teaches advanced field proce- 
dures for small wound repair, care of the infected 
wound, IV therapy, pain control, amputations, treat- 
ment of burns, airway procedures and more. 52x82, 
softcover, photos, illustrations, 224 pages. £22.95 


FREE book catalogue, thousands of unusually interesting titles. 


ORDERING INFORMATION: 
By Phone ring 087 484 660 with your Credit Card Number. 


By Post, send your book order with payment (cheque, postal 
order or credit card number). 


Add Post and Handling charge of £2.50. Order over £25 add 
£3.50. Orders over £100 POST FREE. 


Send orders to: 


THE OUTDOORSMAN’S BOOKSTORE 
(DEPT CM), PO Box 15 
BRECON, POWYS LD3 7XZ 
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SWAT CLOTHING AND 
EQUIPMENT 


TACTICAL BDU UNIFORM 

4 hard wearing uniform constructed for serious 

cemanding work. Whether in a hostage situation, or 

-appeling down an office block in a drugs bust, these will 

“axe the strain. Made in the USA to Government 

specifications. 

NAVY BLUE: Now being used by many Law Enforcement 

agencies in the US as opposed to the black, because of 

t s less aggressive looks: 
Trousers 27in to 42in waist 
Jacket/Shirt 34in to 48in chest... 


«em, £29.99 
w+, £29.99 


SLACK: Present an intimidating uniform image when your ` 


“sam shows up for duty; you'll be remembered. 
Trousers 27in to 42in waist. 
Jacket/Shirt 34in to 48in chest... 

FIELD JACKET M65 

A cold weather jacket to compliment the above designed 

to be worn over the shirt/jacket on cold misty mornings or 

n the British winter. Made to the same high standard of 

te rest of the uniform, made in the USA to Government 

specifications. 
BLACK 34in to 48in chest 

M65 STYLE FIELD JACKET 

This field jacket comes complete with removeable liner 

plus a host of all other specifications, including; hood in 

collar; storm cuffs; storm flap over zips etc. 
BLACK: Small to XXL 

BDU CAP 

To top off the uniform, a tactical peaked cap with fold 

away ear flaps for warmth. 


voo 20,99 
Oe) 


«es» £99.99 


BLACK: Size: 7 to 7% .. £7.50 
L/W BDU CAP 
As above without ear flaps. Size: 7 to 7%... £5.99 
M65 STYLE TROUSERS. 


Made from polycotton which retains its smart looks, six 
pockets including one large button flapped pocket on 
each leg, leg ties. 

Sizes: 26in to 40in waist, 32 Vein leg 


BLACK........... ve £14.99 
Urban Camo... .... £16.99 
BODY WARMER 


Cotton outer, hollow fibre lining, epaulets for lanyards, 
four press stud closure front pockets, two handwarmer 
pockets, one inside pocket, full length brass zip. 

Colour BLACK. Sizes Small to XXL.................... £17.99 
EXTENDED OP's SUIT 
A one-piece coverall with a total of 12 zipped pockets on 
chest, arm, thighs and ankles of various sizes, from the 
small arm pouch for a first aid kit with penslots to the map 
pocket on thighs. A two-way zip and zips at wrists and 

„ankles for easy fittings. The waist is adjustable, This all 

cotton suit will perform and look well after numerous 
operations. NOTE: designed to be worn over usual 
clothes. Sizes: 36in to 48in chest 

SWAT BLACK: 

CITY GREY 


-.. £34.99 
: £29.99 


SKULL HAT 
A knitted hat which keeps your head warm on early cold 
morning op's. No frills or peaks. Made in the USA 
BLACK or NAVY BLUE... 
BANDANA HEAD SCARFS 
This item has many uses, including: neck scarf: or face 
mask to keep out dust. BLACK ee Soda: 
SCRIM SCARF 
Black netting scarf, throw your head to disrupt your shape 
for camouflage.. s £2.99 
LEATHER CUT OFF'S , 
These fingerless leather gloves allow full use of fingers 
whilst still protecting your palms and knuckles. Sizes 
Small to XXL. BLACK ....... £4.99 a pair 
NOMEX FLIGHT GLOVES 
Genuine military issue fire resistant Nomex with soft 
calfskin. Provides resistance to flames without limiting 
dexterity. BLACK ............ £29.99 
D-3A GLOVE SHELLS 
All black cowhide shell. This is the winter work glove shell 
of the US Military. Uses liners sold below co £14.99 
D-3A GLOVE LINERS 
Warm olive drab knitted wool. De 
shells sold above, but may also b 
SONS: qts reeds 
MAGNUM BOOTS BY “HI-TEC” 
Avery popular boot used by professionals because they 
stand up to the everyday encounters. Specifications: Full 
grain leather, tough 1000 denier nylon, suede collar, steel 
shank, thermoplastic heel and toe for protection and 
stability. All terrain sole. BLACK Sizes: 7 to 11 £49.99 
HI-LEG COMBAT BOOT 
Latest issue black leather boot with speed lacing and 
padded top. New all sizes available «z £49.99 
JUNGLE BOOT (1990's) 
Modifications include: Speed lacing, leather and cordura 
sides instead of leather and canvas, all black, they still 
retain the reliable steel shank | sole for support and 
strength. Panama soles. New, all sizes available... £49.99 
TAC VEST ‘ 
The Tac Vest is constructed from Black nylon and has 
four pockets across the chest which are ideal for 
magazines. Each pocket measures approx 190mm» 
40mm x 65mm (eg 2x M16 30rd Mags) and are securely 
double closed by Velcro and press studs. Two utility 
pockets below the Mag pockets measure approx 
100mm 50mm x 60mm each. Wide padded shoulder 
pads take the strain painlessly away. Twin quick release 
fasteners snap up the front while snap loops around the 
bottom allows a belt to be hooked up for added security 
The back has two large 'D' rings for gear attachment and 
lace up ties to adjust vest for a snug fit. Vest and all 
fittings in black; all straps are adjustable, one size fits all 
When belt is worn more pouches can be worn. 
TAG VESE gc cesctso feiss rave : 
TAC Vest without waist belt 


£1.99 


igned to fit the glove 
é worn without the 


£3.99 


-. £69.99 
£59.99 
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FOR ALL YOUR MILITARY OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 


HANDCUFFS 

Double lock, stainless steel..............imt £11.99 
Handcuff Pouch. Open top with single strap closure, will 
fit belts up to 24in wide, black leather... £9.99 
Leather Handcuff Pouch. With flap for total security, will 
BEDSHS UD to 2 WIE eaea opina sie £11.99 


BIANCHI 6411 Ranger Patrol Organizer 

Holds large Mag Lite, Baton, 5 pockets for papers, books, 
pens, web handle attaches around car head rest, black 
cordura, imported direct from the States................ £34.99 
AUTOMATIC PISTOL BELT HOLSTER 

A lightly padded, nylon full flapped belt holster. Fitted with 
two ALICE clips to fasten onto belt. The holster fits most 
large frame auto's: ie, 92F: Browning Hi-Power. Black 
CR pa wae crs eet as onstage do bon £14.99 
AUTOMATIC PISTOL SHOULDER HOLSTER 

When concealment is necessary, this is an essential item. 
Completely black lightly padded, nylon is non-bulky. 
Elasticated strap closure fits most frame auto's..... £19.99 
ASSAULT RIFLE HOLDALL 

Keep your rifle clean and protect it in our padded case 
which has twin grab handles and shoulder strap. Access 
to your rifle is easy with a two-way zip which zips around 
three sides. Extra carrying capacity is also a built-in 
design with six 30rd. Mag pouches and one large pouch 
which is ideal for cleaning kit on the outside. Overall 
length 110cm. Black nylon with black fittings ......... £24.99 
For traditionalists we have the LEATHER Sam Browne 
system by Bianchi. All top quality black leather: 

Belt eee... 
Belt Keepers. 
Baton Holder. 
Handcuff Case.. 3 E 
Key Holder-covered.. ... £14.99 
Hurricane II Holster, Revolver Holster used by PD's 
ACIOSS Usei A AOAN vee £59.99 
Double Mag Pouch, 9mm wo. £23.99 
Now available US Police style black wooden batons, 
more commonly called ‘T’ Bars... £19.99 
PROTECTIVE WATCH STRAP 

American made black nylon watch strap with protective 
cover for the watch face, double Velcro strap for 

SEOUNV o saath A EE A T AET EE aa £3.99 
US STYLE METAL Police Badge Shields 
Security Guard... 

Security Officer... 
Special Officer .. aa 
Special Police a 
POLICE/SECURITY BADGE SHIELD HOLDERS 
Police ID Holder. Badge flap allows for belt or pocket 
badge display. Second flap protects ID window. Durable 
black Cordura Nylon. sesta rs raiar cen £7.99 
Military ID Holder. Front vinyl window, Internal money 


holder. Inside vinyl window ... . £6.99 
Epaulette slides. Plain black cotton slides... -50 each 
WEAPONS 

Knives, Knife Fighting & Related Hassles................ £9.99 
Hidden Threat — A Guide To Covert Weapons.......... £9.99 


~~ ~—-+~. 
~~~, 


Dr 


Combat Shotgun & Submachine Guns 
Improvised Weapons Of The American 
Underground 
Survival/Fighting Knives ... 
The Complete AR-15/M16 Source Book.. 
Sniper Training & Employment Manual 

Ragnar’s Big Book Of Homemade Weapons. 
Machine Gun 7.6mm M60 Manual 


EXPLOSIVES & DEMOLITIONS 
IMiIPKOVISSDIEXPIOSIVEG: nren n erento 
Deadly Brew Advanced Improvised Explosives. 
Pyrotechnics.. 

Improvised Munitions Black Book 192... 
Improvised Munitions Black Book 3 ... 
Expedient Hand Grenades ... 
Black Book Companion ..... a 
Improvised Land Mines E .. £9.99 
Advanced Demolitions Techniques For Light Infantry 
[Etta [DR 
The Chemistry Of Powder And Explosives .. 
Booby Traps... 
Improvised Munitions Handbook 


SELF DEFENCE 
Black Medicine 1 The Dark Art Of Death... 


Black Medicine 2 Weapons At Hand E . £8.99 
Black Medicine 3 Low BIOWS...........ccccccecseeeseeeeese £8.99 
Guge Gongji, Seven Primary Targets To Take Anyone 

Out Of A Fight ... £11.99 


Niniutsu 


Survival 
Pool Cues, Beer Bottles & Baseball Bats .. 
A Bouncers’ Guide To Bar Room Brawling ..... 
VIDEOS 

Deadly Explosives 
Terrorist Weaons And Explosives 
Ambush (Navy Seals)................-. 

Get Even (The Video Of Dirty Tricks)... 
Bar Room Brawling...................... 
Surviving A Street Knife Fight... 
The Tactical Use Of Explosives 
Black Medicine (The Video) 
Seals In Vietnam................ ms 
US Navy Seals (The History) .... Ea 


“Titles thus marked are available are available only to 
persons of 18 years of age and above. 


KNIVES 


USMC knife (K-bar) .. 
Pilots Survival Knife... 
US Navy Mk3 Survival .. 
K-Bar Commerative ae 
M16 Bayonet saisons AU PO... 
Military Pocket 
Machette 
Machette Saw-Back 
M9 buck bayonet ...... 
We now stock ‘Gerber’ knives. 
Gerber Patriot 
Gerber LMF Tactical. 
Gerber BMP........... 
Gerber Mk1 Tactical . 
Gerber Mk2 Tactical . 
M16 Sawback Bayonet. 
M4 Bayonet scce 


DOG TAGS 


Have your name, address, telephone number, blood group, 
etc, stamped on a set of non rusting US Dog Tags. For only - 
£5.99 inc P&P you will receive | set of US Dog Tags (2 discs 
and 2 chains), stamped with a maximum of 5 lines, 14 
characters per line. Silencers £1.99 pair 


US FORCES CLOTHING 
AND EQUIPMENT 


FLYING JACKETS 
A2 leather flying jackets genuine 
A2 leather flying jackets very good copy... 
Navy leather flying jackets very good copy ... 
MAI nylon flying jackets genuine.. 
MAI nylon flying jackets copy .... 

CWU nylon flying jackets genuine 
CWU nylon flying jackets copy.. 

N-2B nylon flying jackets (fur hood) genuine. 
N-2B nylon flying jackets copy .. 
Flying Suits Nomex used 


+. £199.99 


COMBAT CLOTHING 
M65 Field Jacket, woodland, olive, tiger. urban ..... £59.99 
M65 Jacket Liner new... ££14.99 used £9.99 


Genuine military issue (BDU) battle dress uniforms. 
Camouflage patterns. Jackets and trousers in S, M, L and 
XL, tiger, treebark, olive, black and navy, day desert, tri- 
colour desert, woodland, urban 
Latest camo — Smokey Branch 
BDU cap. The standard combat cap for all US personnel. 
Sizes 7, 7%, 72, 794. Woodland camo. Olive green with 
BAI EDS NEW opera rar a AU pre aes erent £7.99 
BDU cap. The standard combat cap for all US personnel. 
Sizes 7, 7%, 72, 7¥4. Woodland camo, Olive green with 


GAN NA DS; NOW soiien AR aa £8.50 
Desert camo. Black, Urban, Tiger, Woodland, Treebark, 
DO CAM NADSA VOW aneit ET Aaa £6.99 


Boonie Hat. A wide brim, shades your eyes and gives 
extra protection to your head from heat, sun and rain. 
Complete with camo foliage band. Available in Woodland, 
Nigh Desert, Day Desert, Tiger Stripe, Olife Green, Navy, 
Black and Smokey Branch. Sizes 7, 7/4, 7/2, 7%a.. £12.99 
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USMC Utility Cap. Sizes S, M, L, XL PEE a) } 
EQUIPMENT 

MRE (meal ready to eat) 12 different menus. One menu 
(19) Gute eee £4.99 


US Army right angle torch, genuine issue complete with 


coloured lenses ............. z ed tidus BID 
Lensmatic compass, genuine issue. New £49.99 
Camo cream. US issue, 2-tone £3.75 
First aid kit, army jungle comp £15.00 


M1 steel helmet complete with liner, chinstrap, inner 


headband, and woodland camo cover..... £14.90 
Inner headband £3.75 
Scrim band £3.99 
MTOM. aia eases cs A £8.00 
Blanket, stamped, US, heavyweight, new . £15.99 


GI blanket, woodland camo, soft silk-screen printed, 


water resistant, new £17.99 
GI Mummy sleeping bag. used £39.99 
M16 40RD Mag.. £25.00 
M16 90RD Mazg...... £65.00 
US wrist watch Stocker & Yale . £49.99 


MP belt order: belt, holster, cross strap, first aid pouch 

ammo pouch, night'stick and holder, all leather £80.00 
set MP helmets (liners) all marked up £24.00 
Military service rings, chunky, 18 caret heavy gold plated, 


available USMC, USAF, USSF, ARMY £25.00 
USAF cargo bags, used £9.99 
Coco-Cola bottle 2nd WW dated £15.00 
Poncho, olive, new ' vee 5.99 
Poncho olive. ripstop new £19.99 used £14.99 
Poncho woodland ripstop. new £23.99 


Poncho liner 100% polyester filled, fits into all the above 


ponchos for warmth, woodland camo, new £24.99 
Water repellent sleeping bag cover, used £8.00 
Olive army socks unissued £4.99 pr 
KEVLAR 

Body armour, used .. £100.00 


PASGT Kevlar Helmet. Nicknamed the ‘Fritz’ for its sim- 
ilarity to the WW2 German helmet. Complete with wood 
land cover and chinstrap. genuine issue. Sizes S, M, L 

> £145.00 


Helmet covers. Desert, 
Helnetrnotvisdkarens eari u 
Scrim band with cats eyes, unissued... 
Parachutist neck pad and retention strap, 
UNS are a e ça 
Retention straps para, unissued 

Chin strap 


A.L.1.C.E. WEBBING 
Medium combat pack complete new £89.99 used £59.99 
Large combat pack complete..... new £99.99 used £69.99 
. USED 


Pistol belt LC1 
Pistol belt LC2 quick release.. 
Suspenders Y' type ........ 
BUR packet e cars 
First aid compass pouch =e 
M16 30rd ammunition pouch .................... £4.99 
45 magazine pouch ............... $3 
9mm pistol ammunition pouch 
Canteen cover, 1 quart.... 
Canteen mug, metal .. 
Canteen bottle. 1 quart. 
Canteen cover, camo.... 
Flashlight pouch .......... 
Entrenching tool (3 piece) .... = 
‘E tool cover (plastic)... 
BOOTS 

Hi-leg all leather speed lace... 
Jungle olive and black... 
Jungle (1990s) all black 
Desert... 7 
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All orders and enquiries to: 
S.0.F. DEPT CM 
UNITS 3A and 3B 
BRYMAU 3 ESTATE, RIVER LANE 
SALTNEY, CHESTER CH4 SRO 
Orders can be placed 24 hours a day 
Telephone: 0244 681090 
Fax: 0244 674651 
Credit card orders dispatched 
within 24 hours 
Next day carrier available 
1993 caalogue available £1 cash 
Visit our Military Showroom at 
Saltney by appointment 


POSTAL CHARGES 


Goods under £15 — £2.00 P&P 
Goods over £15 — £3.50 P&P 


Cheques - Please allow 14 days clearance 
24 Hour Courier £10 
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Since its © 
introduction, and 
in particular since 
the Gulf War, the 
SA80 has come in 
+ for a great deal of 
| criticism from the 
| national and | 
| military press. In 
| this special two 


| ~ part feature, 
| lan V. Hogg profiles 
the development 


of the service rifle 


and makes a stand. 
for this now | 
infamous weapon. 


Next month Jan 


| Stevenson takes a | 

critical look at the 
rifle and outlines | | 
the pros and cons | 
of the L85A1. 7 


he British Army entered 
the bolt-action, small- 
calibre military rifle world 
on 22nd December, 1888 
with the introduction into 
service of the Magazine Rifle 
Mark I, more commonly known 
today as the Lee-Metford. 
Development of this rifle can be 
said to have begun in 1883, with 
the formation of the Small Arms 
Committee, one of whose terms 
of reference was to decide 
whether to introduce a 
magazine rifle and, if so, find 
the best available design. Trials 
of several designs took place, 
and the Lee-Metford was the 


preferred solution. 

It was followed, three years later an 
by the Mark I*, necessary because to feed reliably; the firing pin e 
the cartridge failed to live up to its spring was improved; the piling More Changes srp 
billing and a new rear sight had to swivels were made stronger, since The Mark Il rifle came in 1892; more the section 
be designed to match the actual they frequenty opened and changes. The Mark II* in 1895. So in better 
trajectory, as opposed to the dumped all the rifles on the ground. | seven years there had been four Rha 


different designs, three of which 


+. 


+ 


were attempts to correct defects 
which had appeared in the 
preceding version. 

As is well known, the Lee-Enfield 
design came about because of the 
change to cordite as a propellant, 
necessitating a better form of 
rifling which was more resistant to 
erosion. So the Lee-Enfield Mark | 
appeared on 11th November, 1895 
to universal rejoicing. The Mark I* 
came along in May 1899; the 
principal change here was the 
removal of the cleaning rod, since it > 


The Lee Enfield Mark 1: note the cleaning rod 
just below the barrel. In 1899 this rod was 
discontinued and the rifle became the Mark 1*. In combat, 

during the South African War, the rifle proved to be no match 

for the German Mauser used by the Boers. So it was back, yet 
again, ‘to the drawing board’. 


promised and theoretical trajectory. 
At the same time some other 
changes were made; the receiver 
was re-contoured, because the 
Original design tended to jam the 
cocking-piece of the bolt; the 
magazine spring was strengthened 
because the original design failed 


The Short-Magazine Lee-Enfield first appeared in 


1902 and was the subj 


ject of fierce criticism. However, 
s Army was stopped at Mons, the 


once the Kaiser’ 
detractors had to eat their words. 


The SA80 Story 


was no longer necessary with 
cordite cartridges — the pull- 
through and four-by-two was > 
enough to shift all but the most 
stubborn fouling. 

Then came the South African War 
and it ws discovered that the 
sighting was faulty, leading to shots 
going low and right. By this time 
there were about 270,000 rifles 
either in the hands of troops, in 
store or on order. Other complaints 
followed; the butts came loose and 
fell off; the foresight blade was too 
coarse. One regiment said that the 
rifle grouped well, but not where it 
was aimed. 

In 1900 came the proposal fora 
Short Lee-Enfield which would 
replace the long rifle and the short 
carbine. 1,000 rifles were made and 
distributed to troops in Britain and 
Africa for trial, and a very specific 
and comprehensive trial 
programme was sent with them. 
After digesting the results of this 
trial some modifications were made 
and the SMLE Mark | appeared in 
December 1902. 

Criticism 

Now, you may think that some of 
the criticisms of the SA80 are fierce; 
but just listen to what was being 
said in the gun trade press in 1903 
about the Short Lee-Enfield: 


“We refuse to believe... that the 


requirements of our military service 
are best met by a rifle so utterly bad 
in nearly every respect as the new 
short Lee-Enfield. Whatever may be 
the rights or the wrongs of the 
several debatable issues that have 
been raised, one definite conclusion 
seems to rise up clear and well- 
defined. It is that the new rifle 


The EM1, unveiled by Enfield in 1948, 
was the product of wartime develop- 
ment and was the first rifle to feature ə 
bullpup layout. 


possesses far to many defects to 
justify an expenditure of £3 million 
for the rearming of our troops 
therewith. ”” 


And another: “Considering how 
the design and construction of 
modern military rifles have been 
reduced to so simple a state, it is 
remarkable that we should still be 
labouring to improve so 
umpromising a weapon as the 
Lee-Enfield.” 


By 1915, of course, the same 
people were falling over themselves 
to take the credit for ensuring 
that the army had sucha 
remarkably fine weapon as the 
Short Lee-Enfield. 


The Springfield M1903 


Any American will be ready to tell 
you that the Springfield M1903 rifle 
was the finest bolt-action rifle ever 


invented. He may not be so ready to 
tell you that the first 800,000 were 
eventually condemned for training 
and drill purposes because the heat- 
treatment of the receiver was 
faulty. General Patton called the M1 
Garand “the greatest battle 
implement ever devised”, 
conveniently overlooking the fact 
that the gas system had to be 
re-designed, new sights designed, 
feed problems solved and a new 
lubricant developed to ensure 
reliable operation after the first 
production batch had been put to 
the test of real service. And we all 
remember the uproar over the M16 
in Vietnam. 

It doesn't stop there; ever hear of 
the 175mm SP Gun M107? This had 
the most God-awful reputation for 
blowing up and killing its crew, 
while the 155mm Howitzer M44 
was liable to go off and smash your 
hand if you tried to re-cock it. At 
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least two British artillery weapons 
were liable to blow the breech- 
block through the chest of the gun 
commander until they were 
modified. 

You get my drift, Squire? There 
never was, is not now, and 
never will be a weapon which 
will enter service without 
problems. 

The only question is how much 
importance do you 

attach to the problems? | don’t 
recall reading much in the paper 
about the troubles with the 175mm, 
though it buried a few British 
soldiers — which is more than the 
SA80 has done so far. But, you see, 
there are very few experts on 
artillery out there. Rifles, yes; 
together with sex and motor-cars, 
small arms are a subject upon which 
every male over the age of 12 is an 
expert, so there’s mileage in 
beating up a story out of the SA80. 
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Circumstances 
f we consider the complaints voiced 
against the SA80 we must first look 
at the circumstances in which it was 
designed and put into production, 
because they have a not 
inconsiderable bearing on the 
matter. It began in the late 1960s 
when the Army asked the Enfield 
design staff to contemplate a new 
rifle and begin by designing a 
suitable cartridge. Enfield 
responded with the 4.85mm round; 
| have seen the technical report on 
this, which laid out the reasoning 
behind it, and | have to say that it 
made sense in the context of the 
tactical demands put by the Army. 
But the Enfield people were not 
stupid; they remembered the EM2, 
designed around an excellent short 
7mm cartridge. It was actually 
approved for production and issue 
as the ‘Rifle 7mm No 9 Mk 1º but 
then the Americans pulled the rug 
from under their feet by refusing to 
contemplate the 7mm round and 
insisting on what later became the 
7.62mm NATO round. The EM2 
couldn't be re-worked around this 
cartridge without a long 
delay, so that was that; 
good-bye EM2, hello SLR. 
Well, bearing this in 
mind the 4.85mm 
cartridge was designed 
using the 5.56mm case, 
so that if, as seemed 
likely, the Americans 
sniffed at the 4.85mm 
then the rifles could be 
rebarrelled and 
otherwise tinkered with 
to make it in 5.56mm 
calibre. 

So far so good, off 
went the cartridge 
designers and the rifle 
designers took over, . 
They took a hard look at 
the Stoner 63, liked what 
they saw, and took it 
from there, adopting a 
rotating bolt in carrier 


such as is used by many 

other rifles (so there’s no 

call for saying that it was 

a ‘fundamentally poor 

design’ as | read somewhere) and 
eventually, in 1976, revealed their 
rifle to the public. | fired it at that 
time and was quite impressed with it. 


NATO Cartridge Trials 


Then came the great NATO 
cartridge trials of 1977-80, when 
the ‘great and the good’ set forth to 
find the ideal Infantry round. 


Rifles, 

together with 
sex and motor- 
cars, small arms 
are a subject 
upon which 
every male over 
the age of 12 is 
an expert, so 
there's mileage 
in beating upa 
story out of the 
SA80. 


Bearing in mind that the US Army 
had virtually standardised on the 
5.56mm round ten years before, 
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that half the riflemakers in the 

world were offering 5.56mm assault 

rifles, and that all the major 

ammunition producers had invested 
heavily in 5.56mm machinery, it 

would have been a fairly safe 

bet if William Hill had been offering : 
any odds. 

To nobody's surprise, the three 
year marathon came up with the 
5.56mm round, though they at least 
managed to give it a better bullet. 

So this meant that after a three- 
year pause, the SA80 had to be 
reworked into 5.56mm calibre; this 
wasn't as difficult as some peope 
have claimed because, as | said, it 
had been designed with this switch 
in mind from the very beginning. 
But what did make life difficult in 
the long run was that the redesign 
was done with the view to making a 
working rifle; not with a view to 
making a mass-produceable rifle. 
The result was a good weapon 
which railed through the army 
trials, but which fell flat on its face 


Assorted boffins and staff officers look on as 
a Warrant Officer demonstrates the EM2. 


The EM2 was developed by a diffe- 
rent design team, concurrently and 
in competition with the EM1. It 
looked outwardly similar, but was 
internally different. This time the 
backroom boys had got it right and 
the EM2 ws approved for issue in 
1954 as the ‘Rifle, 7mm, No9 Mark 
1º. The hicough this time was 
provided by America’s domination 
of NATO. They demanded that the 
NATO standard calibre be 7.62mm. 
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The next effort was called 
the ‘Individual Weapon’ and was produced in 
4.85mm calibre. 


THE SECRETS OF STREET SELF DEFENCE | 


The most effective street fighting techniques revealed 
by a top professional ‘bouncer 


In a violent street fight the formal training procedures and flashy moves you practice in the dojo will be useless. 
Paul Wellard knows. As a top professional bouncer, having been attacked by fists, boots, pool cues and knives, 
Wellard has learned a thing or two about what goes down in a real fight. As a 2nd Dan Karate black belt, he has also 
learned that martial arts training is useful in a brawl, but it is no substitute for real street fighting "know how". An 
active participant in dozens of fights where brawling is quick, dirty and very violent, Wellard has compiled a unique 
guide to self defence. 


l In his highly detailed training manuals, Wellard draws on his experiences to reveal the psychology, 
‘ strengths and weaknesses of a street fighter, the characteristics of a real fight (you might be surprised): ways of 
| dealing with aggressive people: and lots of tips and tricks. He presents the basic defence moves that can be 
applied to most types of attack, the most effective methods that he has used dozens of times to defeat stronger 
and larger opponenis. Wellard uses accounts of his own fights to illustrate key points and offers straight forward 

training programmes to improve individual techniques. He also takes a critical and practical look at the effectiveness 
of the most popular martial arts being taught in the U.K. today. 


Eme 


Do not mistake these for the usual type of self defence books. These training manuals contain the critical info 
no one else talks about - the stuff that will keep you unhurt and intact. The techniques wil increase your odds egainst 
the typical tnuy or trouble riaker by one thousand percent. 


"N The Secrets of Street Self Defence + Volume 1 


@ Why this book is different from any other Self Defence book you will have read. @ 18 things you should know about street fighting.  @ The "rules" for street 
survival. @ Inside the mind of a thug. e The martial arts and their relevance to real life street fighting. @ How and why fights occur @ Awareness and 
avoidance. € Dealing with confrontational situations. @ How to psyche out an opponent. @ Essential principles of street fighting. & Some commonly 
taught nonsense. @ Using surprise to your advantage. @ Learning how to punch - real hard. @ The importance of correct targeting. @ Blocking techniques. 

@ How elbows and knees are used in a street fight. @ Combination attacks. @ Vitaltips. @ Street Self Defence Training Programme and much,much more. 


Price £12.95 postpaid 


neo The Secrets of Street Self Defence ( Advanced) + Volume 


€ | Introduction to advanced street self defence. @ Improving your street fighting skills. e The warrior mentality. @ The most effective advanced street 
fighting techniques and how to use them. @ Defence against knife attacks. e Defence against bottle attacks. @ How to defend yourself against more than 
one attacker. @ Using your fists and legs to maximum effect. @ Using your hands. e Headbutting. O Advanced targets. @ Advanced level combination 
attacks. @ Sorting the men from the boys. @ Physical conditioning for peak performance @ Advanced level street self defence training programme 


and much,much more. Price £12.95 postpaid 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


If you den't think these manuals are worth what you paid 
for them, simply return them in good conditicn within 30 
days for a full, no questions asked, refund. 


GEES ACCESS VISA CARD HOLDERS PHONE: 0534-47755 24H 


~ CASUTI LTD., PO BOX 115, St. HELIER, JE4 8QZ 


E ie roi ome am am me e ome 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE == mm mm ms umm mma SS rae e 
To: CASUTI LTD.,PO BOX 115, St. HELIER, JE4 8QZ 


YES! | want to learn the techniques for real self defence. Please rush me the following (tick appropriate boxes). | understand that if I'm unhappy with "The Secrets E 


of Street Self Defence" | may return it for a full refund - NO QUESTIONS ASKED 
SPECIAL OFFER 


i THE SESRETS OF STREET SELF DEFENCE - VOLUME 1 Price £12.95 Post Paid 

: ea THE SECRETS OF STREET SELF DEFENCE (ADVANCED) - VOLUME 2 Price £12.95 Post Paid 719.08 on fantastic manuals for only 
i ostpaid (usual price £25.90 

ails ae] | am ordering both books at the reduced price of £19.95 postpaid ad 


| SWORN DECLARATION: | 
| | hereby promise to use the knowledge | will gain from these books for defensive purposes only. (Sigh)......ssccssssssssesssessssseecsssssssssesscesssssssseessssensssessensesnsssss É 
| | enclose a Cheque / P.9. (payable to CASUT! LTD.) to the value Of E... (Foreign add £3) l 
; Or debit my Access/Visa Account NO:......s.s.ssssessssisssstsisistrsesesnrsesesnereseserstserntsesnrerttrasnsnernenesernsnenasetnenesarnrenenrienasteneerasteteresa ntent Expiry Dal Btiscsessiiinensiterararensesigeayinisrecio i 
É | WANE? corsario E o lp a o | rs senna BLOCK 
PHASE nisi UU mind er nenem meo ia a panda rn CAPITALS 
Rae E DR ENA Ri Prettiest a dace ctasieaieeet PLEASE | 
All orders despatched under plain cover 
Office Suite 3, 20 Britannia Place, St. Helier, Jersey. JE2 4SU (but please use the above address which is a secure P.O. Box in a main Post Ofiice ) DEPT. CM 
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The SA80 Story 


The concept of an optical sighted, bullpup battle (or assault) 
rifle was born at Enfield during the later stages of the 2nd World 
War. They have stuck rigidly to this concept ever since. The 
visual relationship between the SA80 and its forebears is 


when it came to mass-producing it, 
because various tolerances which 
mass-production demanded were 
either too small or entirely absent. 
So a re-design had to be done to 
convert the weapon into something 
which could be churned out in 
numbers on automatic machinery. 


Mass Production 
Problems 


But now came the final 
straw; in its passion for 
privatisation the 
Government sold the 
Royal Small Arms 
Factory to British 
Aerospace. So that just 
as production was 


getting under way, the whole factory 


was closed down and production 
shifted to the Royal Ordnance 
Factory at Nottingham. 


Furthermore, it was now in the 
hands of a company who were 
good at building aeroplanes, good 
at building motor-cars, but which 
had no experience at all of building 
assault rifles. According to some 
sources, the first reaction was to 
treat the SA80 as some species of 
Austin car and apply similar 
principles. But it was soon found 
that the production methods 
applicable to Minis were not really 
appropriate to rifles. For one thing, 
the motor and aerospace industries 
rely heavily upon sub-contractors to 
provide them with components. 
Applying this system to the SA80 
proved fatal; some of the sub- 
contractors had no weapon 
experience and their standards of 
production fell below what was 
desirable, sometimes because the 
specification had been drawn up by 
a hand with no experience of 
weapons manufacture. But, one 
way and another, production got 


“obvious, although the internal workings are quite different. The 
only downside is that they have had to give in to NATO twice 
with regard to the calibre of the rifle. This is far more important 
than people realise: 5.56mm is not the ideal battle rifle calibre. 
Two successive boards, both in 1910 and just after the 2nd 
World War, concluded that 7mm was the perfect calibre for a 
battle rifle. The Americans did not choose 5.56mm as a calibre, 
it was an accident caused by their weight specification on the 
prototype M16, which left the designer Eugene Stoner no choice 

but to go for a varmint (rabbit and small game) calibre. This may 

be great for rabbit shooting, but what about the real thing? 


under way and one by one the 


glitches were ironed out. Some 
didn't show up until the rifle was in 
the hands of troops; because no 


matter how clever your are at 
devising a test programme for a 


weapon (or anything else, for that 


matter) your can never reproduce 
every possible thing that can 


gy 
happen once Mr (or Pte) Average * 


User gets his hands on it. 


Testing Torrents 


A prize example: when the South 
Africans issued the R4 rifle it had a 
bipod with a neat wire-cutter 
incorporated in it. The designers 
tested this against every 
conceivable type of barbed wire 
they could find and it chomped 
through all of them easily. 

After three months in the bush, 
bipods began coming back with the 
wire-cutters mangled beyond 
belief, together with complaints 
about its uselessness. Investigation 
revealed that some less socially- 
conscious members of the SA 
Defence Force were trying their 
bipod wire-cutters against the 
hardened hasps of the padlocks on 
their sleeping companions’ kitbags. 
Would you had thought of that in 
the initial trials? 


The Enfield 


Cleaning Kit boys finally 
The Army were aware of the Be ith 
defects. They simply prioritised ‘The Rifle’ 


them and set about getting them 
cured. Which accounts, for example, 
for the defective cleaning kit. The 
defects were known from the start, 
but a cleaning kit was necessary, the 
defects were minor, there were 
more important things which had 

site to be rectified first, so 
the kit was accepted 
as a stop-gap. 

By 1990 the 
production problems 
had all been dealt 
with, and the rifles 
which have come off 
the line since then 
have been perfectly 
serviceable. Where 
the problem remains 
is in the retrospective 
sorting-out of the 
earlier production. 
These have to be 
withdrawn and 
rebuilt, but, again, it's 
a matter of priorities. 


Some regiments are going to get 
theirs done faster than others, as the 
strategic plan decrees. And this, 
really, is at the heart of the noise 
emanating from the Gulf. That, | 
grant you, was a scandal; that early 
production rifles, with known 
defects, which should have been 
modified by that time, were issued 
to front line troops in a shooting 
war. Somebody, somewhere, 
deserves a roasting for that, but it is 
not something which can be laid at 
the door of the rifle’s designers or 
makers. It is a slip-up in the Army's 
own repair and maintenance 
network. 
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The concept of the Light Support Weapon (LSW) was to give the Section 
(our smallest tactical unit of eight men) greater flexibility than it had with 
the GPMG. Whereas previously there had been one GPMG to a Section, 
there are now two LSW's. This is tactically sound: during the Falklands, 2 
Para bolstered their Sections by adding a Bren gun to the GPMG, thus giving 
them better firepower and more tactical freedom. However, the LSW is no 
match for the GPMG in terms of firepower and in fact is equally inferior to 
the Bren when you consider the difference in calibre. So, where is the future 
for the LSW? It is fair to say that Enfield provided exactly what the MOD 
asked for, but what is the alternative? One idea that has been suggested is 
to re-equip with MINIMI: a belt fed, 5.56mm machine gun produced by the 
designers of the GPMG and which is currently being used by the Americans. 
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lan V. Hogg Is one of the world's 
leading specialists on small arms. He 
originally served in the Home Guard, 
and enlisted into the Royal Artillery 
during WWII. During the Korean War he 
saw active service with a fleld regiment 
of artillery. 

For six years he instructed In ammu- 
nitition and explosives at the Royal 
Military College of Science before 
retiring in 1972. 

Since then, he has written over 
100 books, and Is frequently 
published in leading military 
magazines. He has 


SA80 project since 
its inception. 


edited Jane's Infantry ey 
Weapons since 1982, Dic 
and has kept Am 

a careful eye on the ge 


back and complain? Of course you 
didn't; you adjusted to it. In years 
gone by the Lee-Enfield had its bolt 
on the right side; did anybody 
complain that it couldn't be used by 
a left-nanded man? Well, yes; 
recruits did. And what was the 
answer? “You can be left-handed in 
yer own time, son; in the Army's 
time yer right-handed.” 

So everybody learned to use the 
rifle right-handed. The percentage 
of people who were left-handed 
and had a left master eye was so 
small that they could be employed 
as clerks or drivers and never 

needed to see a rifle, let alone fire 
one, without affecting the 

fighting strength of the army. 
And much the same applies 
today. The other military 
bullpups — the AUG and 
the FA-MAS — both 
advertised their 


ability to change from 
right to left- 


Split Groups 
Well then, you say, what about the 
Light Support Weapon and its ‘split 
groups’? Well what about it? Did 
you ever see a light machine gun 
that didn’t split its group? Think 
about it for a minute. You lie down 
with a light machine gun ona 
bipod, everything still and steady, 
and you squeeze the trigger. The - 
first shot is fired with the gun at 
rest, and, presumably, goes where 
you aimed it. The gun recoils, the 
next shot is fired and off we go, 
every shot being fired from a 
vibrating platform. do you really 
expect the second and subsequent 
shots to follow exactly the 
trajectory of the first? And do you 
really want all the shots to go to 
the same place? Some years ago the 
US Army got upset because the FN 
Minimi light machine gun tended to 
split its groups. When they 
complained to FN the reply was 
“This is a machine gun designed to 
spread its shots into an area for 
suppressive fire; it is not a sniping 
rifle to put every shot through the 
same hole”... or words to that 
effect. 

| think Sir Nicholas Fairbairn was 
right; people have been asking far 
too much from the SA80 system, 
demanding a faultless weapon 
capable of providing 100 per cent 
bulls-eyes under any conditions, 
overlooking the fact that no 
previous weapon has ever met that 
criteria. People don't expect 
faultless performance elsewhere; 
why should they demand it in 
something as highly stressed as a 


handed firing at the drop of a 
screwdriver when they first 
appeared, but | notice that neither 
of them stress it any more and both 
of them have dropped the idea of 
making the change of a field 
expedient. 


military rifle? | know it would be 
nice to have it, but let's be realists 
and admit that man has never made 
anything perfect yet and he isn't 
going to in our lifetime. The worst is 
over; let's now bury the argument 
and get on with something else. 


Lefthanded Leftovers 


As to the complaint that it can't be 
fired by a left-handed soldier... 
Are you right-handed? Yes? 
Where’s the gear-lever on your car? 
On the left? Did you take the car 
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@ e 
Cut above the rest urvival Knives 
We try to give you the EDGE Bick hel pekboot ent É A nte E 
with black leather sheath. Æ 1 7 Wpersunoiy’ 
SPECIAL FORCES KNIFE __ Sn ae RQ\ Qe 


Uf A ena rostfrei” ‘ by Stainless steel double 
HEAT TREATED 7 INCH GUN BLUED BLADE = a E edge blade 5"long 
Olive colour handle and sheath with sharpening stone. Two camouflage 7 ama | Ee di E 
nylon pouches. One containing large compass, the other contains micely Cisprayed in 
matches, wire saw (with finger rods), fish hooks, sinkers, fishing line, camouflage box. 
repair needles and signal codes. Camo pouches 4 
are easily removed for carrying elsewhere. A N 
This knife is 13//2 inches overall with ‘ 

quick release belt buckle and leg tie. 


We have 4 versions = as 
of this knife: ‘Sm } Austrian Commando Dagger E SE "SAR 
1, Olive handle and “Po À Made in West Germany by Eickhorn. 4 Set ; 


~ | sheath, camo pouches, pnn. pf.: 
4 gun blued blade Po! 
2. Black handle and sheath, black pouches, ' a 
gun blued blade | oF 
3. Olive handle and sheath, camo pouches, - 


stainless steel blade 

4. Black handle and sheath, black pouches, MZ Q Folding Paratrooper Knife 

stainless steel blade. Pro CLIN s Also known as “The Pentagraph Knife”. Completely made 
; from 440 steel. 5!/4" stainless steel blade with saw back edge. 


Folding directions on back of box. 


Both these knives have quick-release sheathes. Leather sheath has clip for easy fitting to any boot or belt. 


German Knife 
ikni Pentagraph 41/4" Works the same as the folding 
exceptiona knife Stainless steel blade. paratroopers’ knife 73⁄4" long. 
for this amount. É Brass handle. S.S. marking on the handle. 


German Army 


; à Nato type 
ACTION MAN pis Rs 
at 51/2" stainless steel 


blade with bottle 


Á opener. All metal 
=k A olive sheath with 
leather fittings. 


Anti Attack Knife ; 
61⁄2" gunblued blade with saw back. á Commando Combat Knife 
a Aa wiih ee te ane wal Gunblued blade with saw back. Olive rigid 
fittings. Knife and sheath 1 21/2" overall sheath with sharpening stone, clipper wire 
, cutter and screwdriver. Sheath has leg ties 
and web fittings for any belt. 


British Army S.A.S. Fairburn Sykes type Commando Dagger 
All metal knife with leather washered handle. All leather sheath. As used 
throughout World War Il. 6” black steel double edge blade. We have a 

few of these British made, 

by Herbert L. Slater 


Wholesaler in all 
P.G.WING. GOVERNMENT SURPLUS. 
Warehouse - Peggy's Walk - Littlebury - Nr Saffron Walden - Essex 
Telephone: (0799) 521801 - 521802 - 522196 - Fax: (0799) 513374 
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Wholesalers in Worldwide 
GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 


P G.WIEING 
i G. IVs 
HAVE YOU BEEN HIT BY THE RECESSION? 

WHY NOT MAKE CASH FAST BY SELLING SURPLUS... 


Whatever the nature of your business operation, we are sure you will find numerous items 
within our range that will appeal to your customers. 

If you think that Government Surplus is cheap downmarket secondhand rubbish then we 

suggest you think again! Long gone are the days of surplus being threadbare 

overalls or worn out wellies. The vast majority of our massive range of 

a goods are all in Grade 1 un-used condition and are therefore brand new. 

sat i as Certain items are, however, also available in Grade 2 and 3, thus allowing 
Sx POS. Pn you to offer your customers even lower prices. 

ps VS) AW arte, Today's tendancy for the world’s governments to constantly update 

E Ma SANG a equipment, together with recent innovations in manufacturing 
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ar e De techniques, have resulted in the massive growth of products being 
EST aa A disposed of on the open market | 
epee or “Our worldwide network of buyers have capitalised on this upsurge, 
Bene (i enabling us to not only obtain a wider range of products than at anytime in 
PAEIT the past, but also to buy at prices, in many cases, lower than five to six 
i RR so We are confident that our stock range for 1993 is the most extensive and 
De AENA (Rah i, 


comprehensive of its kind in the United Kingdom-if not Europe. 
And with the continuing Easten Bloc disarmaments were 
currently exploring even more untapped markets. 
N Whatever your position within the trade we are sure we 
= have something of interest. Our present clients operate 
Fe in many diverse retail markets including 
we sportswear, fashion, Army and Navy Stores, 
fleldsports, camping, antiques, security, 
hardwear, militaria, fancy dress, novelty and 
sourvenirs. Numerous theatical and film products also 
utilise our services. 


(p DE é Fá AU 
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4, 


è 

A NOTE: As wholesalers to the trade, we do not deal with the general 
AA public. Our minimum order value is £150 + VAT and carriage. Our 
massive range of goods are available from retailers nationwide-if you 
have no stockist locally—ask your local tackle shop to contact us. 
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Wholesalerin all 
PG.WING. GOVERNMENT SURPLUS. 


IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS 


OT SELLING SURPLUS? 
WELL YOU SHOULD BE... 


One well known chain of boutiques discovered a real Wings Winner 
with our authentic leather bombers—not modern equivalents or cheap 
immitation, but the real thing as worn by World War Il air crews in 
high altitude sub zero temperatures! : 


Buying what your customers will 
buy is a simple operation for any 
retailer! Where the problems tra- 
ditionally start is having the ability 
to allow for ample mark up, profit 
and turnover. This is where the 
Wing range really scores! 


104 page TRADE CATALOGUE 


BONA FIDA RETAILERS ARE INVITED 
TO SEND FOR OUR TRADE 
CATALOGUE AND PRICE LIST 

Don’t think it's a mistake that 

it's dated 1989-the only changes 

since then is that some prices 

have gone down. 


You will note, from our terms of business, that our minimum order value is a mere 
£150.00, thus bringing the golden opportunities of Government Surplus into the league of 
every retailer— not just the high street giants. 

Whilst our trade catalogue packed with over 100 pages of products is available, we 
strongly recommend you take the time to visit our massive warehouse complex in Essex, 
where you view by appointment our entire stock.. But be 
warned-the range and volume of merchandise could prove 
somewhat bewildering to the faint of heart! 


Give Wing A Ring” is not merely our company 
slogan, but sound business advice. Whether it’s to 
place an order, for helpful advice or to make an, 
appointment to visit us-you won't be disappointed. Ek 


GIVE WING 
A RING 


P.G. WING, THE WAREHOUSE, PEGGY’S WALK, LITTLEBURY, NR SAFFRON WALDEN 
ESSEX CB11 4TD. TEL: 0799 521801/521802/522196 (FAX: 0799 513374) 


Me 
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EE sa yourself a 


Ys WJ E bigger slice 


of profit with our knives! 


Camouflage Survival Knife 
with Camo Sheath 

6” blade heat treated to Rockwell 
Hardness. Blade with saw back and 
bottle opener. Sheath has sharpening 
stone and leg tie. Hollow handle has 
all essential survival kit: precision 
compass liquid filled, matches, 

20" wire saw with finger rings, 
assortment of fish hooks and 

leads, 3 metres of nylon line 

(the line can be used for 

fishing, sewing, repairs, mick 


tc.), large needles. € 
Sia Survival Knife 
with 

black vinyl Sheath 

6" blade heat treated to Rockwell 

hardness, black blade with saw back 

and bottle opener. Sheath has 

sharpening stone and leg tie. Hollow 

handle has all essential survival kit: 

precision compass liquid 

filled, matches, 20" 

wire saw with finger 

rings, assortment of fish 

hooks and leads, 3 metres of 

nylon line (the line can be used for 

fishing, sewing, repairs, etc.), large needles. 


Combat and Survival Knives 


Camouflage Survival Knife with Compass 
Heat treated 514” gun blued blade with saw back. 
Metal handle is sealed by screw cap with rubber 
gasket. Screw cap contains precision liquid compass. 
Camo leather sheath with sharpening stone and 
leather leg tie. Watertight hollow handle contains 
essential survival items: matches, fish 

hooks, line & leads, needles, wiresaw. 


Black Ali Handle Survival Knife with 51⁄2” gun blued blade with saw back 
Black leather sheath with sharpening stone and leather leg tie. Handle is sealed by 

screw cap with rubber gasket. Screw cap contains precision liquid compass. 

Watertight hollow handle contains essential survival items. 


U.S. Pilot’s Survival Type Knife 
Leather washered handle and leather sheath with 
sharpening stone and leather leg tie. 5” gun blued 


steel blade with saw back. 


U.S. Marine Combat Type Knife 
Leather washered handle and leather 
sheath with sharpening stone and leather 
leg tie. 7” gun blued steel 

blade with blood grooves. 


We have also in stock cheaper versions: 

Pilot's Survival Knife. Plastic handle, vinyl sheath 

Pilot's Survival Knife. Plastic handie, vinyl sheath with sharpening stone 
Marine's Combat Knife. Plastic handle, vinyl sheath 

Marine’s Combat Knife. Plastic handle, vinyl sheath with sharpening stone 


-Explora Survival Kit Knife 


The Ultimate in Survival Knives 


. Knife blade stainless steel, Chromium Vanadium Molidebnum. 
. Rigid saw on back of blade. 
. Green anodised handle. 
. Hollow handle. 
. For the survival kit. 
. Green screw on cap for hollow 
handle with compass. 
7. The handle kit is inside a capsule 
printed with morse code. 
8. Waterproof and windproof 
phosphorous matches with a 
striker. 
9. Adhesive first aid dressing. 
10. A small scalpel. 
11. A lighter flint. 
12. A pencil. 
13. Needle and thread. 
14. Safety pins. 
15. Fishing accesories with 
fish hooks, fishing line 
and sinkers. 
16. The rigid sheath. 
17. Made of olive green 
polyamide, with 
removable belthanger. 
18. Which contains the 
following, a pliable fork 
for the catapult. 
19. Clipper wirecutter, 
using blade and sheath. 
20. Sharpening stone. 


PG.WING. 


. Inside the sheath:- one stainless box. 

. With a signalling mirror. 

. Latex tubes to compose the catapult. 

. Fishing harpoon with subjection band. 
. Screwdriver. 

. Bottle-opener. 

. Shackle wrench. 

. Whistle. 

. Wiresaw, with two bars to act as handles. 
. Can opener. 

. Leg tie and tie on compass cap. 


PEI TERERE 
TERETI 


Wholesaler in all 
GOVERNMENT SURPLUS. 


Warehouse : Peggy's Walk - Littlebury - Nr Saffron Walden - Essex 
Telephone: (0799) 521801 - 521802 - 522196 - Fax: (0799) 513374 
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Survival 
Training 


An Introduction to Survival 
by Barry Davies B.E.M. 


n recent years many 

advances have been made in 

the development of survival 

clothing, equipment, and 
rations and techniques for their 
use. However, regardless of 
how good equipment is or how 
good the techniques for its use 
are, the man faced with a 
survival situation still has 
himself to deal with. Man's 
psychological reactions to the 
stresses of survival often make 
him unable to utilise his 
available resources. 

The information available in this 
field is far from complete but 
enough has been done to give an 
understanding of some of the major 
psychological factors involved in 
survival. While much of this 
information could be labelled 
common sense, it should be 
remembered that common sense is 
based on past experiences which 
have led to success in various 
situations and that inability to use 
common sense under stress has led 
to the deaths of many very able, 
apparently sensible people. 

One of the most important 
psychological requirements for 


survival is the ability to accept 
immediately the reality of a new 
emergency and react appropriately 
to it. 

Studies have demonstrated that 
survival information contributes to 
a feeling of confidence in one’s 
ability to survive. Since self- 
confidence is important in handling 
fear and panic, survival information 
should serve to minimise fear and 
prevent panic. 

Let us now look at some of the 
psychological factors that we are 
confronted with in a survival 
emergency. 


Enemies of Survival 
CRIA ER ES E RE Oi te D o 


Pain, cold, thirst, hunger, fatigue, 
boredom, isolation and fear. 
Everyone has experienced these, 
but few have known them to the 
extent that they have threatened 
survival. In the survival situation, 
the feelings of pain, cold, etc are no 
different from those experienced 
elsewhere. They are only more 
severe and more dangerous. With 
these feelings, as with fear, the 
more you know about them and 
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their effects on you, the better you 
will be able to control them, rather 
than letting them control you. 


Pain 

LE ERT IT E RR RAID ET SER RIS TE TERE I 
Pain is nature’s way of making you 
pay attention to something that is 
wrong with you. But nature also has 
ways of holding off pain if you are 
too busy doing something else to 
pay attention to the injury right. 
then. Pain may go unnoticed if your 
mind is occupied with plans for 
survival. On the other hand, once 
given into, pain will weaken the 
drive to survive. Pain can get the 
best of you if you let it, even if it 
isn't serious or prolonged. A special 
effort must be made to keep hopes 
up and to keep working. 


Cold 


Cold is a much greater threat to 
survival than it sounds. It not only 
lowers your ability to think, but also 
tends to lower your will to do 
anything but get warm again. Cold 
is an insidious enemy; at the same 
time that it numbs the mind and the 
body, it numbs the will. Because it is 
hard to move and you want to 
sleep, you can forget your goal... 
to survive. 


Thirst 

LL I EO TS DOIN OTE 
Thirst is another enemy of survival. 
Even when thirst is not extreme, it 
can dull your mind. As with pain 
and cold, thirst can be almost 
forgotten if the will to survive is 
strong enough. It is also important 
to remember not to deprive oneself 
unnecessarily of water. Serious 
dehydration may occur in a survival 
situation even when there is plenty 
of water available. 


Hunger 
AE ES 
Hunger is dangerous because of the 
effects it can have on the mind, 
primarily in lessening the person's 
ability for rational thought. Both 
thirst and hunger increase a 

person's susceptibility to the 
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weakening effects of cold, pain, 
and fear. 


Fatigue 

GRE EE OSCE O ES DES DERRETE 
Even a very moderate amount of 
fatigue can materially reduce 
mental ability. Fatigue can make 
you careless — it becomes 
increasingly easy to adopt the 
feeling of just not caring. This is one 
of the biggest dangers in survival. 
The confused notion that fatigue 
and energy expenditure are directly 
related may be responsible for 
many deaths in survival situations. 
Certainly, there is a real danger of 
over-exertion, but fatigue may 
actually be due to hopelessness, 
lack of a goal, dissatisfaction, 
frustration, or boredom. Fatigue 
may represent an escape from a 
situation which has become too 
difficult. If you recognise the 
dangers of a situation, you can 
often summon the strength to go 
on. 


Boredom/Loneliness 

EE ST ne RES DS 
Boredom and loneliness are two of 
the toughest enemies of survival. 
They are bad mainly because they 
are unexpected. Wnen nothing 
happens, when something is 
expected and doesn't come off, 
when you must stay still, quiet, and 
alone, these feelings creep up on 
you. Talk to yourself, make plans for 
the future, think positive. 


Fear 


SNP SOE STOVES 
Fear is a very normal reaction for 
any man faced with an emergency 
which threatens any of his 
important needs. Fear influences 
man's behaviour and thus his 
chances for survival; fear may ruin 
his chances or may actually improve 
them. There is no advantage in 
avoiding fear by denying the 
existence of danger. There is always 
something that can be done to 
improve the situation. Acceptance 
of fear as a natural reaction to a 
threatening situation will lead to 
purposive rather than random 
behaviour and in this way will 
greatly increase chances for 
survival. 

How a person will react to fear 
depends more on himself than on 
the situation. It isn't always the 
physically strong or happy-go-lucky 
person who most effectively 
handles fear; timid or anxious 
persons may respond more coolly 
and effectively under stress with a 
resulting better chance for survival. 
Fear must be recognised, lived with, 
and if possible utilised to 


advantage. 

Factors increasing fear are mainly 
helplessness, and hopelessness. 
Some of the factors frequently 
reported to decrease or help control 
fear are: 

(1) Having confidence in yourself. 

(2) Having confidence in your 
equipment. 

(3) Concentrating on the job to be 
done. 


Personality 


AE RS SS A Ta SN 
Survival may depend more upon 
personality than upon the danger, 
weather, terrain, or nature of the 
emergency. Whether fear will lead 
to panic or act as a spur to greater 
sharpness, whether fatigue will 
overcome the person or leave him 
able to take the necessary action to 
survive, even whether or not he will 
have frost-bitten feet, are all 
dependent more on the person 
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Clean water is essential for survival, 
and this personal filter wiil treat 25 
litres of contaminated water 


“Few people 
know how 
much 
they can 


take” 


October 1993 


than onthe situation. Qualities in a 
man important to survival are as 
follows: 


(a) He can make up his mind. 

(b) He can improvise. 

(c) He can live with himself. Some 
people can't stand being alone, 
have to be entertained, etc. Others 
can take care of themelves, make a 
good thing out of a bad one, keep 
their own and others’ spirits up. 

(d) He can adapt to the situation. 
Some people can't change 
themselves, no matter how much 
their stubbornness costs. 

(e) He can keep cool, calm, and 
collected. 

(f) He hopes for the best, but 
prepares for the worst. 

(g) He has patience. Some people 
must do everything right now. 
Others are able to wait until they 
have a surer chance. 

(h) He can take it. Few people 
know how much they can really 
take, but expecting things to be 
tough or unpleasant helps any of us 
to be prepared to meet the worst 
that can happen. 

(i) He knows where his special 
fears and worries come from. All of 
us had accidents, scares and worries 
when we were children that still 
bother us. Under dangerous survival 
conditions, these may cause 
trouble, but if a man knows where 
they came from, he can do 
something to control them. 


First Aid kits, like the 
excellent Fighting Fit one 
shown here, are a useful 
item to carry, if 
somewhat bulky. Even so, 
you should carry basic 
first aid items in your 
survival tin. 
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The Will to Live 


The basis of all survival, is the will to 
live, to survive. 

Now that we have looked at some 
of the psychological aspects of 
survival let’s think how we can help 
to defeat them. Firstly, a good basic 
understanding of survival 
techniques, for example, shelter 
construction, fire lighting and 
navigation etc. All these skills you 
will learn in later articles and they 


Matches 


A dozen or more kitchen matches 
that have been completely 
immersed in melted beeswax, which 
makes them waterproof and wind 
resistant. Keep the matches in a 
waterproof container but don't 
pack them too tightly that one 
cannot be withdrawn easily with 
cold, numb or wet fingers. To 
provide a dry striking surface, keep 
a scrap of emery cloth in the 
container placed where it won't 
contact the match heads. 


Flint and Steel 


Will provide thousands of lights in 
all kinds of weather. Rugged and 
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Your Personal Survival Kit 


will serve to give you, the 
survivalist, confidence. Secondly, 
the basics of survival equipment 
which you should carry with you at 
any time when an emergency may 
crop up will greatly enhance your 
chances of living and act as a key or 
catalyst to “getting stuck in” to deal 
with the emergency. 

| will now go through a list of 
items and their use in order that 
you may pool together a personal 
survival kit. 


dependable, the striker blade can 
be sharpened for use as an 
emergency skinning knife or 
scalpel. 


Candle 


Choose a tallow candle, which will 
light in any temperature and can 
serve as emergency food or for 
lubricating zippers. A four inch 
candle will weigh less than one 
ounce and burn 3% hours, if 
protected from the wind. Practically 
indestructible (dropping, soaking in 
water, etc), it will provide light for 
reading maps and compasses, and 
heat in a snow cave or igloo. A 
candle burning inside a tin can 
makes a heater for a small, snug 


shelter. A candle will ignite fuel so 
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damp that matches alone would 
never ignite. To prevent blisters, rub 
the candle on the heels and toes of 
your socks when your shoes begin 
to chafe. 

When other fuel is not 
available, a candle may be used for 
cooking food or preparing hot 
beverages. It can lubricate the hand 
held socket used in the bow drill 
method of fire making. A tin can 
and the candle will make a fairly 
good lantern which will operate in 
light wind and rain. Melted candle 
wax will seal the seams of pre- 
heated leather boots. 


Condoms 
a ES ED 
The condom is one of the most 
useful items available. 

It can be used as a water carrier 
when placed in a sock or shirt sleeve 
to support it; a protective covering 
for small and medium sized items to 
stop rust and exposure; keeps 

fire tinder dry; two stretched 
together can be used for a catapult; 
they may be blown up and used as 
an emergency life preserver. Use 
inexpensive non-lubricated heavy 
duty ones. A minimum of three 
should be carried. 


Sailmaker’s Needle 
AT TE TET 
A number 14 or 16 needle can be 
used for heavy duty sewing, such as 
shoe leather, rawhide, or heavy 
clothing. It can be used to position 
the knots when making an 
overhand knot fish net. 


Purse Net 


A purse net can be used for catching 
game or fish, is also ideal for 
gathering wild plants and is very 
useful for storage. It is 
recommended that you buy a 
manufactured one as they only cost 
a few pence. 


Puritabs 


A quick and convenient way to 
sterilise water, one tablet will purify 
one litre of water in approximately 
ten minutes. Although the tablets 
kill bacteria, they do not remove 
the dirt and the treated water 
tastes of chlorine. Approximately 50 
tablets should be carried in your 
survival kit. 


Fishing Equipment 


It is suggested that you make up a 
small fishing kit consisting of about 
30 metres of line, five hooks, five 
swivels, ten lead weights and a 
brewers cork to use as a float. This 


cork can also be burnt and used for 
camouflaging the face and hands. 


Snares 

RR ERES RSRS E E 
You may wish to take 
approximately 10 feet of snare wire 
which will make about six snares. 
However, | recommend that you 
buy the manufactured ones as they 
are only around 10p each and work 
much better than home-made 
articles. 


Small Compass 


A button compass is very useful and 
is easily packed away, however, if 
you can fit it in, the Silva Huntsman 
is the ideal compass for survival. It is 
compact, easy to use, incorporates a 
sun dial to give an estimated time 
of day, is illuminous for night-time 
navigation and has a safety pin for 
attaching it to your clothing. 


“How aman 
will react to 
fear depends 
more on 
himself than 
on the 
situation” 


Wire Saw 


Choose a wire saw that is made up 
from at least eight strands of wire. 
Most of the better makes will cut 
wood, steel, bone and plastic. The 
main problem with the saw is that it 
is easily broken. Always saw slowly 
and do not allow the wire to 
overheat. When you have finished 
sawing, hold the saw out taut until 
it cools down. For long term use, cut 
a stick to form a bow and convert 
the saw into a permanent tool. 


Other Items 


Razor Blades, Scalpel Blade, 
Magnifying Glass, Energy Bars, 
Parachute Cord, Plastic Bags, Salt 
Tablets, Whistle, Safety Pins and 
Heliograph most also be considered 
depending on space. 


Medical Kit 


Your medical kit should include: 
Plasters, Gauze Pads, Burn 
Dressings, Shell Dressings, Butterfly 
closures, Aspirin, Mosquito 
Repellent, and remember, nothing 
can replace a good, sound 
knowledge of basic First Aid. 


SUMMARY 


The list of survival equipment is vast 
and more new items crop up every 
year. There are two points you 
should keep in mind; firstly, look at 
all the items you have selected for 
your own personal survival kit. Now 
ask yourself do you really need 
them, or is any item duplicated, 
remembering the aim is to keep 

“your kit as small as possible. Once 
you have collected all the items you 
require make sure they are well 
packed and totally waterproof by 
sealing them in an airtight 
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container. One final word, take 

your personal survival kit with you 
whenever you enter into any 
adventurous training, and most É 
important, don t open it until itis 
needed. By following these simple 
rules, should you find yourself ina | 
survival situation, you will now have 
on your person, the trigger to start | 
your mind covering all the survival 
skills you have acquired and thus | 
overcoming survival's main enemy, 
FEAR. -o o o 
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AHISTORY OF CAMOUFLAGE CLOTHING 


Total camouflage clothing is a relatively modern phenomenon, though many 


forms of camouflage have been employed throughout history. 


hat we recognise today as 

‘cam gear’ has its origins 

in the period between the 

Great War and World 
War II, a time when military weapons 
and tactics were reappraised and 
developed under a new criteria. With 
these changes in tactical thinking and 
weapon development came the 
realisation that there was a need for 
dedicated combat clothing that would 
allow the wearer to blend in with his 
background and therefore increase his 
chances of survival. 

The actual art of trying to disguise 
oneself and equipment has been 
practised since man first became a 
hunter and weapon user. This 
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deliberate act of deception rose from a 
need to get close enough to his quarry 
to make his weapons effective or to 
hide from predators. 

A good example of this would be 
the Indians of the North American 
plains who would use the skin of a 
deer, complete with antlers and mask, 
to sneak up on their prey in order that 
they could make an effective kill. To 
an observer it would appear quite 
obvious that the hunter bears only a 
minimal resemblance to his quarry, 
however the fact that he does not look 
unfamiliar or out of place does not 
arouse the suspicion of the animal and 
puts it at ease making it a much easier 
target. 
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This primitive scenario illustrates 
the principle of good camouflage 
technique: to blend in with your 
localised surroundings by breaking up 
your own shape thereby causing your 
prey/enemy to include you in their 
acceptable field of vision and 
recollection. 


Field Colours 

Pre-camouflage uniforms were given a 
drab colour that would at least stop 
the wearer from standing out. Good 
examples of this are British khaki 
which originated from India and takes 
its name from the Urdu word meaning 
‘dust coloured’ (kaki). This light 

brown service dress served the British 


Empire from India through the Boer 
War and beyond, right up until the 
fifties when the first green combat 
suits were employed. 


“British khaki originated from 
India and takes its name from 
the Urdu word meaning ‘dust 
coloured’ (kaki). This light 
brown service dress served 
the British Empire from India 
through the Boer War and 
beyond, right up until the 
fifties when the first green 
combat suits were 
employed.” 


The Germans had their own field 
grey (feldgrau) which was a light 
‘greeny’ grey which did the same job 
as the British khaki uniform. In fact, 
most armies of the time followed 
similar colour trends, except, that is, 
for the French who opted for a rather 
disgusting colour which they termed 
‘Horizon Blue’. This was a pale 
powder blue which, in my opinion, 
tended to stick out a little and did the 
wearer no favours at all. Though as 
some say (most notably the French) — 

= ‘Vive la difference!” 

All of these Field Colours however 
were considerably more effective 
when they had been subjected to the 
rigours of battle and trench life. They 
became what could be termed 
‘normalised’, in that they had taken on 
the appearance of their surroundings 
in that the colour had been broken 
down by wear and the clothing lost its 
original sheen and shape. The same 
processes apply to modern cam gear 
and you should always attempt to 
make your clothing as effective as 
possible by wearing it in and washing 
it before proper usage. Washing your 
cam will have a twofold effect: firstly, 
these repeated washings cut the dyes a 
little and fade them to a less stark 
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British Denison 


colour; secondly, the clothing 
becomes less stiff and noisy which 
allows the wearer to move more 
effectively, as well as softening up the 
pockets and buttons for ease of use. 


The Denison Smock 


As for the embryonic camouflage 
design teams, their first thoughts must 
have been to produce patterns that 
duplicated and complimented nature. 
This is a logical path to follow, and in 
many ways this line of thinking has not 
changed, despite more adventurous 
avenues being opened up with the 
advent of computer aided design in 
recent years. Originally, shades of 
green and brown were employed in 

the designs in order to make the 
patterns as versatile as possible, a 
classic example of this was the British 
Paratroop Denison smock. 

It is interesting to note that 
camouflage clothing in general was 
originally only issued to elite units 
such as the British and German Paras 
and the Waffen SS. The British 
retained this posture for some time, 
whilst the Germans started to issue 
camouflage clothing on a general scale 
much sooner and with good effect. 
The Americans, however, stuck with 
their standard O/D (Olive Drab) with 


Waffen SS Oak Leaf Spring 


the exception of the fighting on the 
Pacific islands where marine cam was 
issued. 


Attitude 

Oddly enough the American military 
considered the use of general issue 
camouflage clothing retro active. They 
assumed that it encouraged the wearer 
to adopt a less aggressive, even 
defensive attitude that was totally out 
of keeping with the ‘go ahead’ winner 
outlook of the American fighting 
ethic. This attitude persisted right up 
until Vietnam, though by the end of 
the war ideas and attitudes were 
beginning to change. Generally today, 
cam clothing is considered to give the 
wearer an offensive posture. An 
example of this is the banning of full 
camouflage suits in certain shooting 
events such as Bisley, except, of 
course for the military. 

It was in fact the Germans who were 
the most innovative of the early 
camouflage designers, and they can be 
said to have been the pioneers of 
multi-colour vehicle camouflage. The 
Waffen SS, who must essentially be 
considered as a private army within 
the larger German forces were very 
progressive when it came to 
experimenting with different cam 
designs. They had at least five 
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different pattern suits to suit different 
locations and seasonal changes, such 
as Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter 
and a really radical concept ‘Brick 
Pattern’ for urban combat. In fact, 
many ideas and patterns pioneered by 
the Waffen SS can be seen in today’s 
modern camouflage clothing. 


Splinter Pattern 


The Wehrmacht had two basic suits 
which it used extensively. One was the 
“Tan/Water' pattern which was similar 
to the Denison smock in that it tried to 
duplicate natural colours. The other, 
more prolific and probably even more 
radical than the Brick Pattern was the 
‘Splinter Pattern’. 

Many consider this to be the first 
disruptive camouflage pattern: it 
consisted of a light grey/green 
background with jagged splinters of 
chocolate and dull apple green, whilst 
some of the splinters were also lined 
with white. The pattern worked well 
due to the jagged multi-directional 
splinters of different colour which 
actually distracted the eye away from 
a regular shape. The white lining 
enhanced the effect by giving the 
impression of a non-solid object with 
light streaming through it. 

The Splinter Pattern was equally at 
home in a rural or urban setting, and 
in some ways it was maybe considered 
to be the forerunner of the new ASAT 
cam with its multi-directional stripes. 
The use of harsh irregular shapes that 
cause ocular confusion suggests a 
number of theories, allowing one to 
break camouflage designs into two 
main categories: blending patterns 
which attempt to mimic the colours 
and features of the terrain such as the 
Denison Smock and US Woodland 
cams and disruptive or deceptive 
patterns which serve to confuse and 
transform the enemies’ view in 
relation as to what he is seeing, such as 
the German Splinter and the Russian 
‘White through Green’ patterns. 
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Dedicated Patterns 

There are another group of designs 
which are highly specialised and only 
relate to specific terrain and 
conditions and these can be termed 
dedicated patterns. These are purpose 
designed cams with a very limited use, 
examples here would be US Tiger 
Stripe, Desert and Tree Bark. Tiger is 
for jungle work and relies on very 
dark stripes to conceal and break up 
the wearer's image, whereas Tree 
Bark is a vertical pattern of irregular 
lozenge shapes in brown and grey 
which was designed specifically for 
woodland hunting. Desert Cam is a 
conceptual design with a light brown 
base with clusters of pink dots and 
darker brown stripes. All patterns are 
extremely effective within their own 
localised area, but taken out of 
context they tend to stand out. 


Snow Cam 
Snow cam is another difficult area. 
Early snow cam was just pure white, 
which most would presume to be 
effective, this however, is far from 
true as snow is a sharp contrast of 
stark white and black shadows. Any 
object that is on snow shows its own 
colour sharply plus its shadow and to 
this end modern snow patterns are on 
a white base with dark over colours, a 
good example being the Bundeswehr 
suit which incorporates green slashes, 
although once the snow becomes 
churned up it becomes very apparent. 
I converted my own old British 
snow suit by flicking black ink into it 
in a thin random pattern and the 
change was astounding. The Russian 
cam with large white blotches showing 
through a dual green colour works 
very wellin forested areas and where 
the snowfall is patchy, it is also quite 
effective in built up areas when snow 
has fallen. 


ASAT Cam 

There is another pattern idea from 
America which is called ASAT (All 
System All Terrain) and this is touted 
to be the ultimate cam, the idea being 
that the one suit of cam will lend itself 
to all terrains and conditions with the 
exception of snow, thereby cutting 
down on costs, confusion and general 
hassle. This is an eccentric cam and 
comes in two base shades of light 
brown or mid grey with a top cover of 
black and brown irregular stripes. The 
two base colours are the animal 
hunting brown and combat grey. 

The ASAT is a deceptively simple 
looking design that could be called 
gimmicky, though from the limited 
use I have seen it works remarkably 
well. It is interesting to note that the 
designers have designed two base 
colours indicating that animals may 
see differently to ourselves. 


Night Work 

Camouflage for night operations is on. 
the increase and I have seen two 
designs: a black, dark grey and grey 
called Night Metro, and a blue, dark 
blue and black. Though looking rather 
odd, they both seem to work in low 
light conditions. I recall being told of 
the US Special Forces using a special 
night cam in Grenada consisting of 
black with red dots which was said to 
give some break up against infra-red 
vision devices. The problem here was 
that the troops had to carry an extra 
set of clothing for one operation and 
this would seem the major problem 
with dedicated suits. Other designs 
that work well at night are Tree Bark 
and Tiger Stripes, and I would 
imagine that the Austrian pattern 
similar to the SS Autumn would work 
well. 


Cosmetic 

There are many new patterns 
appearing all the time and many of 
these are produced for the civilian 
hunting market and a few for the 
expanding paintball craze. Some are 
down right cosmetic, whilst others 
actually work using surprisingly quite 
unusual designs, such as Mossy Oak, 
which has actual images of oak leaves 
and twigs on it. Another, called 
Mirage, has leaves printed on it and 
look for all the world like curtain 
material, but on test the leaf shapes 
disappear into blobs of colour and 
both patterns work well in their 
particular terrains. 


Blobbing Out 


To be effective cam material must be 
multi-coloured and shaped and as a 
result a number of problems arise 
from this. 'Blobbing Out’ is a serious 
consideration as at certain distances 
the pattern will blend together and the 
image presented to the eye will blob 
into one dark colour and this can 
seriously negate the effectiveness of 
the design. so always consider this 


L/R: Waffen SS Autumn Smock — 
Waffen SS Autumn/Winter Reversible 
Jacket and Bevo Pattern 
experimental combat smock 


when out in the field. 

‘Fading Out’ occurs when the 
material is so old and washed out that 
it becomes too light for its intended 
purpose and stands out against the 
background. This may also 
incorporate a reverse blobbing effect 
where light and mono colour is seen. 
Water too, can effect how a colour is 
perceived, and most cams darken 
when wet, such as Tiger Stripe, and 
quickly lose their effectiveness. 


A State of Mind 


As well as being a physical covering, 
camouflage clothing also promotes to 
some extent a state of mind. I can 
speak from personal experience here 
and I firmly believe that wearing cam 
clothing makes you feel more 
aggressive and effective. You start to 
feel more at ease and become part of 
your surroundings. This at the same 
time enables you to understand your 
environment and function better as 
you adapt your movement and posture 
to avoid detection from the enemy. 

For many cams, the actual pattern 
and design will to an extent dictate 
how you use it and for what purpose. 
Look at. for example the tigers with 
their horizontal stripes: this design 
almost dictates that it should be used 
when covering low ground, either 
crawling in long grass or crouched 
still. perhaps waiting in ambush. At 
the other end of the spectrum. British 
DPM seems to be more of an 
aggressive and active cam design that 
lends itself to fast movement. or an 
attacking manoeuvre. Either way. 
both are effective when used correctly 
in their specific terrain, though to be 
truly effective they must be worn 
correctly in order that they blend in. 
break up the familiar image and never 
silhouette against the background. 
Anyone can wear a set of cammies. 
but wearing them well and effectively 
is another matter. 
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AT THIS TIME WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT FRAMAR HAS BEEN GRANTED THE SOLE RIGHTS TO OFFER YOU THE 
COMPLETE RANGE OF CHRIS REEVES HIGH QUALITY HAND CRAFTED SURVIVAL KNIVES COURTESY OF MR REEVES OF DAHO USA. 
ALL MR REEVE'S PRODUCTS CARRY A PERSONAL GUARANTEE OF EXCELLENCE AND DURABILITY, THIS LEVEL OF CONFIDENCE 
DERIVES FROM HIS MANUFACTURING METHODS USING ONLY THE AINEST CARBON STEELS. 


SHADOW EV 
SABLE IV 
TANTO IV 
MOUNTAINEER Ii 


SEBENZA FOLDING KNIFE 


es à| Designed by Reeve with the professional in 
mind. Offers a large 8 3/4” blade with enough 
forward weight for very effective cutting and 
same *\ichopping. Model I has metal cutting sawteeth 
sois and the Model II is a true bowie. 


\—- EE Identical to the Jereboam but with a 7” blade. 
ae Easier for carrying where weight and size are of 
e _}prime concern. The MK IV has sawteeth and the SEET 3 
k MK V does not. r ees 
ogy IA compact, light 4" blade version for aircraft or 
$ R helicopter personnel. Very well suited for 
rescue and survival kits. 
A lightweight, practical 4" blade all purpose 
aa ee knife. Ideal for backpacking, hiking, and 
ae hunting trips. Deep hollow ground blade allows 
for a very sharp fleld edge for skinning and 
other field use. 
seem \|Massive 8 3/4" slightly up-swept blade with a 
=] |traditional Japanese infinence. The heavy back 
spine gives maximum strength for cutting and 
slashing techniques in both fleld and defensive 
situations | Suitable for most combat techniques as well as § 
an effective cutting tool in the fleid. 


© © © © RING FOR SELECTED OFFERS ON ABOVE. © © O q 


PLUS EXTRA SPECIAL KNOCKDOWN FIRECRACKER PRICE 
ON FIRST 50 KNIVES FROM NEW CHRIS REEVE RANGE’ 
ALSO IN STOCK; LINE SELECTIONS FROM 


Gerber; Ai Mar; Gold Steel; Buck; Sog; John EK; 
Wilkinson Sword: Wiseman (Survival Tool) Spyderco & Leatherman 
© © © Also Custom Knives From Randall & Robert Parrish © © © 
Gls MAILORDER 0254264496 das 


d ch 
HOURSOF BUSINESS | Please send cheque FRAMAR 


Compact, lightweight 4” blade version for back- 
packing and light field chores. Excellent forf 
boot knife applications. i 


This model is a traditional spear-point bowie 
with a blade forward balance. Chopping and 
hacking techniques have maximum effect with 
its 8 3/4” blade. 


SERN | 7” blade version of the Shadow L Very effective 
in field use, lighter to carry. Excellent choices 
for heavy field chores. 


Compact, yet extremely strong 4” blade field 
knife. Excellent choice for hiking, backpacking 
and hunting trips. Very stout back spine. 


ee 4 Design interpretation of the American Tanto.) 
i Heavy reinforced point for thrusting with aj 
massive back spine on the 7” blade for strength. 
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- BE A KARATE BLACK BELT 


BY THIS TIME NEXT YEAR 


Reduce the time it takes to achieve Black Belt 


standard from an average four years 
training to just twelve months. If you're 
already a Black Belt, start making radical 


improvements over and above your usual S 
rate of progress. 


(Et 


A revolutionary new training system 
enables martial arts students to progress in their 
training at a much faster rate. It will help competitive students to 
gain a considerable advantage over their opponents. 


This amazing home learning course will help you to achieve 
your peak fighting performance by showing how to train your 
mind to develop inner toughness, eliminate fear, learn 
faster, reach a superior level of physical fitness and 

achieve Black Belt standard within just one year. 


Please note that this is not an alternative to learning the martial 
arts in a reputable dojo, but a scientifically proven home training 


programme offered to serious martial arts students as a major 
supplement to their regular training. 


YOU WILL LEARN HOW TO TRAIN AND DISCIPLINE YOUR 
MIND. 


Thousands of successful students trained by Dr. Lee, the 
programme's author, know how dynamic the results of professional 
mental training can be. Training your mind and improving its 
effectiveness is essential for top performance. To be a champion, 
an iron willed self discipline has to be developed.You will learn 
how to do it ! 


AUDIO CASSETTE TRAINING 


Along with the programme you will also receive six half hour self 
hypnosis sessions that have been professionally recorded onto 


“high quality audio cassettes. Each will enable you to reach an 


advanced hypnotic state. You will feel rested and experience a 
wonderful feeling of tranquillity after each session. As you 
progress you will have new thoughts, new feelings, and 
demonstrate new behaviour patterns. All without conscious effort 
on your part. Your inner mind does it all for you. 


The course is practical.and easily understood and has been 
successfully taught to people in the U.S.A., Canada and Australia. 
You will learn: 


E How to develop inner strength and power. 

E How to eliminate fear. 

E The psychology of fighting and confrontation. 
E How to develop peak levels of physical fitness. 
E Self hypnosis techniques that work. 


E How to progress in your training four times faster, 
and much, much more ! 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 


Dr. Dan Lee is a licensed Ph.D. psychologist and a leading 
specialist in human potential technology. He has conducted a 
great deal of research over the years into the effectiveness of 


various types of martial arts training and has written several 
books on mental and peak performance training. He has over 
26 years experience in the martial arts with black belts in 
Shotokan, Kyokushinkai and Goju Karate and in Ju-Jitsu. 
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FREE GIFT: 


If you send in your order quickly we will also send you a FREE 
ONE YEAR TRAINING DIARY so you Can record your progress. 
We want you to have written proof of the rapid improvement that 
you are about to make in the martial arts (offer open while stocks 
last). 


ONE YEAR MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: 


We are so confident this programme really works that we offer 
the following guarantee: No matter what your current standard 
or level of experience, if you haven't reached Black Belt 
Standard within twelve months, or if already a Black Belt - you 
haven't made radical improvements above your usual rate of 
progress - we will refund your money in full - NO QUESTIONS 
ASKED 
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0534 61 71 81 St. HELIER, JE4 8QZ 
You have nothing to lose 
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YES! | wish to make the fastest possible progress in my martial 
arts training. 

l Please send me the complete training programme on the 

i understanding that if I'm not delighted | can return it at any time 

i within 12 months for a full refund - NO QUESTIONS ASKED 


ra 


a Please charge my ACCESS/VISA Card 
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| 


| enclose a Cheque / P.O. for £29.95 (Foreign add £5) 
(made payable to CASUTI LTD.) 
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Although we usually deliver much faster, please allow a maximum 28 days 
| All orders despatched under plain cover | 


| Office: Suite 3, 20 Brittania Place, St.Helier, Jersey. JE2 4SU (but please use the above address which is a secure | 
P.O.Box in a main Post Office) 
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The Forgotten 


he smell of engine oil swept 
over the cockpit as the 
propeller spluttered and 
spun into life. The wind bit 
deeper into the small shell of the SE 5 
and the pilot pulled the sheepskin 
collar tighter around his throat and 
fumbled with his gloves to feel the 
reassuring layout of controls 
crammed between his legs. A red, 
orange glow fanned out from the east 
and as the young New Zealander 
looked up he saw the glint of gun 
metal hanging against the blazen sky. 
He felt the pedals with his feet, numb 
from the cold and slowly eased the 
aircraft onto the makeshift runway 
trying to clear his head of the cards 
and whisky that still swam in his 
thoughts from a few hours before. 
With a loud snarl the plane increased 
speed and sped off into the clouds in 
pursuit of his mentor as the sun 
retrieved this day, July 26th, 1918 
from the darkness. 
Major ‘Micky’ Mannock was born in 
Brighton, East Sussex, on May 24, 
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Major Mick Mannock was the 


highest scoring British fighter ace 
of World War One, but 
unknown at home. 


1887, the third child of a hardened Irish 
veteran of Te-el-Kebir. When his father 
deserted his family, the young boy was 
taken: out of school and sent out to 
assist in supporting his mother, working 
first in a greengrocer’s and then in a 
barber’s shop. He later joined his 
brother working for the National 
Telephone Company and then 
subsequently enrolled with the 
Territorial unit of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps. 


Torture 


In 1914, he was sent to Turkey to 
work on a telephone cable laying 
operation and it was then that he found 
himself trapped in an enemy state. He 
was imprisoned by the Turks and was 
regularly the victim of severe 
punishment meted out by the sadistic 
guards. The release of all internees was 
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Hero 


subsequently secured by the American 
Consulate and Mannock, despite his 
appalling bad health, returned to 
England and the ranks of the RAMC. A 
short time time later he joined the Royal 
Engineers as an officer cadet and 
subsequently, the Royal Flying Corps. 
After initial and advance training at 
Reading, Hendon and Upavon, he 
arrived in France on April 1, 1917 
recalling in his diary, ‘Just a year ago 
since I received my commission and a 
year to the day earlier I was released 
from a Turkish prison’. He joined No. 
40 Squadron, based at Treizennes, and 
despite an inauspicious start, claimed 
this first victory on May 7, when he 
took part in an attack on some kite 
balloons, destroying one in flames. 


Throughout his military career, Major 
Mannock was driven by a consuming 
burning hatred for the enemy which 
began when he was a prisoner in Turkey 
(then under Prussian influence). His 
desire for revenge against the German 
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A À Pilots of 40 
‘Squadron plan a 
sortie over 
German lines. 
Navigation was 
basic, even in 
the modern 
SESA. 

A One of the 
few existing 
photos of Major 
Mick Mannock, 
taken during the 
winter of 1916/ 
1917. Note the 
heavy 
protection 
against the 
weather. 
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Photos 
reproduced from 
Imperial War 
Museum. 


forces was fuelled not only by the ° 
personal injury and torture sustained by 
him whilst he was their prisoner, but 
also by the threat to his beloved 
homeland and family by the massive 
German war machine. Such was his 
hatred for the ‘Hun’ he vowed that he 
would never allow himself to be 
captured by the enemy and claimed that 
he would rather shoot himself than be 
tortured and imprisoned. 

Setting out to ‘conquer the Hun’ 
almost single handedly, Mannock’s tally 
of kills rose rapidly as did his skill and 
promotion. He was awarded the Military 


Until recently, the medals were on loan 
to the Royal Air Force Museum at 

Hendon until September last year when 
they were reluctantly put up for auction 
by Major Mannock’s elderly niece. The 


“It was left to the men who 


Major received posthumous 


was among those gratified to 


Cross on September 11, 1917, a Bar to 
the medal on October 18, the 
Distinguished Service Order on 
September 16, 1918 and a Bar on the 
very same day. A second Bar to the 
DSO had already been awarded on 
August 3, 1918, reflecting the 
extraordinary rate and subsequent 
confusion over Mannock’s 
recommendations. 

The last three awards were gazetted 
after his death, but Mannock had been 
informed that they had already been 
approved by the relevant authorities. 
During the course of his active service 
career, he saw service with three 
squadrons, his last appointment being as 
Commanding Officer of No 85 
Squadron. 


Team Tactics 


Mannock’s bravery and skill in the air 
earned him a reputation that was an 
inspiration to his fellow pilots of the 40 
Squadron. By utilising team tactics and 
encouraging his men to stick together in 
combat, his close quarter dogfight 
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medals were sold for a record breaking 
£132,000 to a private British collector, 
the highest price ever paid for such 
medals. David Erskine-Hill, medal 
specialist and auctioneer said after the 
sale: ‘We are delighted that the 
anticipated world record price has been 
achieved, a very real reflection of Major 
Mannock’s outstanding contribution to 
the aerial conflict of the 1914-18.’ 


The London Gazette 


served with him to see that their 
recognition following the war’s 
end. In 1919 Winston Churchill, 
the newly appointed Air Minister, 


read in the London Gazette that 


Mannock’s *. . . outstanding 
example of fearless courage, 
remarkable skill, devotion to 
duty, and self-sacrifice, which 
has never been supassea’, had 
been recognised with the 
nation’s supreme award for 
gallantry, the Victoria Cross.” 


tactics struck terror into the hearts of the 
German airmen, so much so that they 
believed his squadron consisted of 
handpicked pilots that operated as a 
special elite unit. 

Although Mannock’s reputation was 
widespread amongst his fellow airmen 
and the enemy, his acts of skill and 
daring were often glossed over or 
excluded altogether in the press and he 
was virtually unknown to the public in 
his own lifetime. The London Gazette 
tells of how Mannock was awarded the 
DSO ‘For conspicuous gallantly and 
devotion to duty during recent 
operations.” and how “In seven days, 
while leading Patrols and in general 
engagements, he destroyed seven enemy 
machines, bringing his total in all to 30. 
His leadership, dash and courage were 
of the highest order.’ 

On the presentation of his first Bar to 


“In contrast to the other 
leading aces who stalked their 
victims on lone sorties, 
Mannock was a great 
proponent of team tactics. So 
great was his impact on the 
performance of one fledgling 
squadron that German military 
intelligence believed it to be a 
handpicked crack unit.” 
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the DSO the same paper relates how “In 
the company with one other scout this 
officer attacked eight enemy aeroplanes, 
shooting down one in flames. The next 
day, when leading the Flight, he 
engaged enemy aeroplanes, destroying 
three himself. The same week he led his 
Patrol against six enemy aeroplanes, 
shooting down the rear machine which 
broke in pieces in the air. The following 
day he shot down an Albatross two- 
seater in flames, but later, meeting five 
scouts, had great difficulty in getting 
back, his machine being much shot 
about, but he destroyed one. Two days 
later, he shot down another two-seater in 
flames. Eight machines in five days — a 
fine feat of marksmanship and 
determination to get to close quarters. 
As a Patrol Leader he is unequalled.’ 

Another report, on-the 
recommendation for his second Bar to 
his DSO tells how ‘This officer has now 
accounted for 48 enemy machines. His 
success due to his wonderful shooting 
and determination to get to close 
quarters; to attain this he displays most 
skilful leadership and unfailing courage. 
These characteristics were markedly 
shown on a recent occasion when he 
attacked six hostile scouts, three of 
which he brought down. Later on the 
same day he attacked a two-seater which 
crashed into a tree.’ 


73 Combat Victories 


Other reports of Mannock’s daring 
are few and far between, though all 
confirm his status as the most successful 
fighter pilot in terms of kills to his name 
of World War I. A grand total of 73 air 
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combat victories were ‘officially’ 
accredited to him, and although some 
historians dispute this tally, various 
reports indicate that Mannock was far 
more meticulous in his claims than 
regulations demanded. He also 
frequently gave up his kills in favour of 
new pilots by way of encouraging them. 

His death occurred on the morning of 
July 26, 1918, after promising to take an 
unblooded New Zealandcr, Lt Donald 
Inglis, to ‘bag a Hun’ on dawn patrol. 
The two men, each flying an S.E., left St 
Omer at 5am and flew out towards the 
lines. Suddenly Mannock spotted a 
DFW CV, from Flieger Abteillung on a 
routine reconnaissance sortie, and led 
Inglis into the attack from behind and 
below. 


Golden Rule 


Within seconds, the German pilot and 
his gunner were consumed in an aerial 
inferno, their aircraft plummeting to the 
ground near the village of Lestremme. 
After waving to Inglis, Major Mannock 
then broke the golden rule of his flying 
career and made a couple of low passes 
over the burning wreckage leading the 
faithful Inglis into a storm of small arms 
fire from the trenches of the German 
100th Regiment. Zigzagging towards 


No Man’s Land, Inglis noticed a bluish 
flame on his leader’s engine cowling. 


The left wing fell away as it entered a 
death spin into the trenches, where it 
exploded in a ball of fire. 

Inglis flew over the crash site but 
could see no sign of Mannock or his 
plane and was forced to head back by 
the intensity of the ground fire. 
Showered in petrol from his punctured 
fuel tank, Inglis cart-wheeled into No 
Man’s Land, but was pulled from the 
wreckage by soldiers of the Welsh 
Regiment. 

Initially, it was thought that Major 
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< The SE5A 
biplane was one 
of the most 
advanced aircraft 
of its day, the First 
E World War 
equivalent of the 
Spitfire. This 
cockpit view 
shows how 
cramped the 
plane was, and its 
sighting system 
on top of the 
engine. 


Mannock perished in the flames of his 
SE 5a plane, although it is now known 
that he was buried by a German soldier 
who also returned his notebook and 
personal effects. Exhaustive searches 
have failed to locate his grave, although 
the condition of his identity discs and 
the reported condition of his notebook 
indicate that he jumped or fell from his 
aircraft, perhaps having shot himself as 
he always said he would at the first sight 
of flames. 


Recognition 


Following the war’s end, there had 
been dismay that Mannock’s unique 
contribution had passed unrecognised by 
officialdom. The VC was eventually 
awarded posthumously after much 
lobbying, chiefly by those who served 
under him, and was presented by King 
George V to his wayward father, 
Corporal Edward Mannock, the one man 
whom Major Mannock had insisted, in 
his Service Will, should receive nothing 
of his estate. 

The forgotten story of Mannock’s 
bravery and skill was recently brought 
to life when his medals were auctioned 
at Sotheby’s for a record breaking 
£132,000 in September of last year. The 
confusion surrounding his 
recommendations and the reluctance of 
the state to reward such unique gallantry 
and skill serves only to strengthen the 
legend of ‘Micky’ Mannock, just as the 
struggle of his fellow pilots who sought 
recognition for their hero must stand as 
testament to the skill and bravery of this 
quite remarkable unsung hero of the 
skies. 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION 
ENGINE: INLINE 
LENGTH: 21 FEET 

WING SPAN: 27 FEET 

TOP SPEED: 130MPH 
CEILING: 20,000 FEET 

GUN: 1 VICKERS + 1 LEWIS 
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BUILD MUSCLES 
FAST 


YOU CAN BUILD A FANTASTIC 
POWER PACKED BODY IN ONLY 
12 WEEKS! 


NEW! Fastest and best way to build muscles and strength without 
weights — EVER! SCIENTIFICALLY PROVEN. Just 20 minutes daily 


in the privacy of your home will develop an amazing physique. 


MUSCLE DYNAMICS is a new bodybuilding system based on 

principals developed after years of exhaustive research at the University 

of British Columbia and Florida State University. It is a total exercise 

programme involving the very latest scientific breakthroughs in the 

field of muscular development. It is the fastest, most effective way to 
build muscles in existance. . 


NOTICEABLE RESULTS IN 28 DAYS GUARANTEED 


USER REPORTS CONFIRM SUCCESS: 


“I’ve just completed your 2 week foundation course and | look and feel great. Everyday | feel stronger and the results are beginning to show 
as I’ve received several comments from friends who after seeing the change in me want to get MUSCLE DYNAMICS themselves.” 


R.H., London, England 
“As soon as | got the course | started to develop muscles. I’ve tried traditional weight training methods before but never had results like this.” 
C.A.S., Los Angeles, U.S.A. 


“I’m amazed at your course, | am currently on week 7, I’ve made terrific improvements and I’m not even on advanced training yet. My family 
and friends are utterly amazed at my new physique.” 


I.R., London, England. 
“Send for exciting FREE information pack today 


MUSCLE DYNAMICS (CM) , PO BOX 70, DOUGLAS IM4 6PT 
Sr ee 2020002022. 2.2.2.2... 2.222 o >e ER 


Yes! | want to build muscles fast. Please rush me my FREE informaticn pack! 
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hen people speak of the 
7.62x39mm 1943 
cartridge and weapons 
that fire it, their first 
thought is probably of the Soviet AK47 
assault rifle, possibly the most famous 
or infamous rifle in the world. There 
is, however, an earlier rifle that was 
chambered for this cartridge. Though 
Russia, in its pre-revolution days, was 
considered by many to be a very 
primitive and backward country, it 
had a thriving arms industry. 

The rifle used by the Czarist armies 
was the M1891 Mosin Nagant in 7.62 x 
54mm rimmed, a similar cartridge to 
the British .303in. The Nagant, in all 
its marks and variants was a fairly 
standard bolt weapon holding five 
rounds and being fed by a stripper 


clip. 


The Avtomat 1916 


Curiously enough, the Russians were 
one of the earliest powers to design 
and produce a self-loading rifle. The 
weapon called the Avtomat 1916, 
designed by a man named Vladimir 
Gregoryevich Federev. Its full title is 
not something you should attempt 
with a mouth full of borsch, 
Avtomaticheskaya Vintovka Federova, 
1916G. The Avtomat utilised not the 
standard 7.6254 cartridge, but the 
smaller Japanese 6.5x50mm. This 
smaller lighter cartridge seemed ideal 
tor a lightweight fast firing rifle. 
Before the revolution, over 3,200 
Avtomats were produced, these saw 
service at the end of the first war and 
in the Russo Finnish war nearly 20 
vears later. 


The Tokarev 


The Tokarev was quite a long and 
fragile rifle, but it did have many good 
points: a ten shots removable 
magazine plus the ability to load with 
stripper clips. Like the American 
Garand and the German G43 it paved 
the way for a new generation of 
military rifles. 

Soviet tactics have always been 
based around massive firepower and 
they found the SMG a perfect weapon 
for their doctrines. They even had 
whole regiments armed only with 
SMG’s and this tactic combined with 
the emergent self loaders must have 
shaped their thoughts on weapon 
requirements for the future. 

In 1943 the requirement for an 
intermediate cartridge was filled by 
the production of the 7.62X39mm 
M43 which we know today. A rifle was 
designed to fire it based upon an 
existing full power self loader and an 
anti-tank rifle mechanism. 


The SKS 


The resultant rifle was actually trialled 
at the every end of the war and 
adopted in 1945 as the standard 
infantry rifle. The rifle was called the 
Samozaridnya Karabina Simonova 


_ Experimentation 


A lot of trials and experimentation 


were a out between the wars and 


m r ee 


are almost RA unsuited 
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would seem that the icc i ned 
from the Avtomat were totally 
ignored. By the Second World ` 

the Nagant was still the main ser 
rifle of the Soviet army but the 

a number of self loader 

Probably the most well k 

“Russian self loader of tha 

“the Tokarev svi 
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Obrazets 1945G or SKS for short 
(thankfully). As we shall see certain 
features of the rifle seem to be a step 
backward when compared to the 
assault rifle requirement of Soviet 
motorised infantry operations. 

Probably the SKS’s most prominent 
feature is its permanently attached 
folding bayonet, this feature does 
seem a little archaic. The plus side is 
that you always have the bayonet at 
hand if required, the downer is unlike 
a detachable one it can be put to no 
other use. 

Another retrograde feature is the 
method of loading, the SKS does not 
feature a removable magazine like the 
earlier Tokarev SVT. Instead it has a 
semi fixed magazine that can only be 
loaded from a ten round stripper clip. 
This makes the rifle slower and more 
cumbersome to load and would seem 
to fall rather short of tactical needs. 
Even at basic infantry level fumbling 
around trying to load a ten round clip 
is far from ideal. 

However, all this aside, the SKS is a 
handy and effective weapon, 
technically speaking it is a carbine 
though it does have a 20in barrel. It 
was not, however designed to be used 
like the American M1/2 carbines, as a 
poor man’s rifle. Moreover, it was 
envisaged as a standard service 
shoulder arm, and one must 
remember that the cartridge it fires is 
far more potent than the small and 
underpowered .30 carbine round. 
Like the Kalashnikov, many Soviet 
satellite’s use their own production 
version of the SKS. I was fortunate 
enough to borrow a Chinese variant 
called the type 56, this actual rifle was 
picked up in Vietnam as a trophy and 
given to a friend of mine. 


Photo above reproduced with permission of 


Jane's Defence Group 
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Spiked Bayonet 


The rifle is almost identical to the 
original with one obvious exception: 
as opposed to the SKS's blade bayonet 
the type 56 has a spike bayonet. The 
carbine is light. weighing in at a shade 
under 9lbs. The stock is a one piece 


assembly that can be encountered in 
solid wood or a wood laminate, our 
example had the solid stock. Unlike 
later Eastern bloc rifles the SKS is 
manufactured from solid metal as 
opposed to the more usual stampings 
and pressings. Generally they are a 
solid and well made weapon a good 
example of a rifle that was made 
between wars. 

Locking is by means of a tilting bolt, 
the bolt is locked in front of a lug in 
the receiver. The heavy carrier which 
incidentally has the charger guide and 
operating handle integral to its design, 
is operated by a two piece piston 
assembly. 


Operating Mechanism 


The operating mechanism sits above 
the barrel, there is a non-adjustable 
gas port approximately two thirds up 
the barrel. The gas piston is pushed 
rearwards, this in turn contacts a 
tappet or operating rod according to 
your technical upbringing. The carrier 
moves rearwards and after the correct 
dwell timewraises the rear end of the 
bolt by means of engaging hooks. 

The bolt is now unlocked and drawn 
to the rear by the carrier where the 
normal functions of extraction, 
ejection and feed occur. The return 
spring is contained within the length of 
the receiver, the operating rod has its 
own return spring which will cause the 
piston mechanism to return to rest. 


— 


S: Stage One -Top Cover 


sight setting. 


Recoil 


Recoil I found was very smooth with 
none of the sudden bang-jump 
associated with the AK. After the last 
round has been fired the bolt is locked 
open, this function is almost 
mandatory on any clip loaded self 
loader otherwise reloading becomes 
even more of a chore. 

The safety catch/lever is located 
inside the trigger guard, it is a curved 
lever very similar in shape to the 
trigger. Rotating the lever upwards so 
it is horizontal to the bore places it on 
safe. Though requiring separate 
manipulation the up and down design 
makes it very easy to ascertain the 
condition of the rifle. The only other 
control on the underside of the rifle is 


g g 
locking bolt from the rifle 
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Sights and Accuracy 


Sights are very standard rear notch/tangent adjustable for 
pre-set range only. The front vertical post is adjustable for 
line and elevation zeroing only. The front post is in a 
protected tunnel. The sight ranges are to say the least 
ambitious from 100 to 1000 yards plus a rearward battle 


The AK suffers from the same over estimations, in all 
honesty the AK with iron sights is of very little use over 300 
yards and they are graduated up to 800 yards. For a rifle 
with a 16in barrel firing a mid-range cartridge this is 
ridiculous. However the extra 4in of barrel on the SKS 
combined with its better laid out stock do give it a greater 
range potential. With luck and taking into account the 
primitive sights, 500 yards is not unreasonable. 


the magazine release catch and we 
shall see its function later on. 

We have already seen the location 
of the operating handle and charger 
guide both on the carrier. The only 
other two controls are the stripping 
catches which are both levers: the one 
at the rear of the receiver is to remove 
the top cover and the other at the 
front of the sight block is to remove 
the gas tube and hand guard assembly. 


Loading 


Loading the SKS is very simple, 
unfortunately we did not have the ten 
round stripper clip so rounds had to be 
loaded separately. The procedure 
however, is almost the same, start 


removal 
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with the bolt open (this will 
automatically lock open providing the 
magazine is empty). Place a full 
charger into the charger guide and 
push it down until it stops. Simply 
push down on the rear of the top 
cartridge, this will cause the cartridges 
to be pressed down into the magazine. 
Remove the charger, now pull back on 
the operating handle and release. The 
bolt and carrier will run forward and 
chamber the first round. The 
magazine can be single loaded, but 
remember that if you happen to push 
down the hold open plunger 
inadvertently you could end up with a 
case of SKS thumb. 

Should you wish to unload a 
partially full magazine simply pull the 
magazine release catch to the rear. At 
the same time cup your hand under 
the magazine, this now being free will 
swing down and drop its contents into 


a Stage Four — A detail of the rear block an 
the secondary piston 
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your waiting hand. Some may 
consider the capacity of ten rounds a 
little small, I must agree. 

It does seem a little odd that the 
designer never opted for a detachable 
magazine. The People’s Republic of 
China have a rifle called the type 68 
which externally resembles the SKS/ 
type 56. This, though differs 
internally, it uses as standard the 30 
round AK magazine. 

China now has a thriving firearms 
industry with companies such as 
Norinco and Polytech producing both 
their versions of the AK and SKS, 
both confusingly called type 56’s for 
export. Recently I saw an article in an 
American shooting magazine for an 
extended 20 round magazine for the 
SKS. This is still the same fixed style, 
but with a greater capacity, altogether 
a much more attractive option. 


Self Sufficient 


The folding bayonet which although to 
my mind is an anachronism in this day 
and age, is very slick and easy to 
deploy. Simply pull the handle 
rearwards then swing the whole 
assembly down and forwards until the 
ring fits over the muzzle. In common 
with most Soviet rifles there is an 
integral cleaning rod located under the 
barrel. Though a feature from a 
bygone era, it is still highly functional 
and puts a very important tool right 
where you need it on the mechanism. 
This combined with a combination 
tool/cleaning kit in the butt trap makes 
the SKS a reasonably self sufficient 
rifle in terms of cleaning and user 
maintenance. 

The sling swivels on this rifle, in my 
opinion, are badly placed: the one on 
the butt is mounted underneath whilst 
the forward swivel is on the left side of 
the transfer port and this gives the 


LL Ml LE 
» Loading the SKS; Unlike the En Bloc 


Garand clip, the SKS charger is slow and 
awkward to hand load 
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sling an offset position. 

Stripping the SKS is easy: rotate the 
rear catch upwards and press it on the 
rear of the top cover, in this state pull 
the catch as far to the right as possible, 
lift and pull off the cover. Now 
remove the recoil/return spring and 
you will notice that it is a captive unit. 
To remove the bolt/carrier assembly 
simply pull to the rear and upwards. 
To remove the piston mechanism 
proceed as follows, rotate the catch on 
the sight block upwards until it stops. 
Lift up the gas tube/hand guard and 
pull rearwards; the actual gas piston 
can now be removed. The operating 
rod and its spring can be removed 
forward from the sight block and this 
will require the lever to be turned 
back slightly to allow it to clear. 

The SKS is a handle little rifle, easy 
to operate and robust and reliable. Its 
light weight and low recoil make it 
ideal for almost all people. Recently 
there has been a resurgence in interest 
in the 7.62 X39 cartridge so much so 
that Sturm Ruger have produced a 
rifle called the Mini Thirty which is 
nothing more than a 7.6239 version 
of their exceptional Mini 14. 


a Note the safety catch, reear stripping 
lever and magazine release catch 


Accuracy 


Accuracy is acceptable for a military 
rifle with sight configuration, but the 
fitting of a good set of telescopic sights 
will improve performance 100%. 

The Russians produce a civilian 
version of the rifle called the Medaved 
Bear, designed for sport shooting and 
hunting. You can see some examples 
of the SKS or type 56 in the UK, but I 


m o oo 
a Unloading: Pull the magazine release 
catch to the rear and cup your hand unde 
the magazine to collect the rounds 
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CONTACT 18 


Guaranteed to give you 
an unfair advantage with E 
women. l 


NEW. Scientists have now isolated and synthesised a natural female attractant called A 
ANDROSTENONE PHEROMONE. Carefully controlled experiments show it attracts 
women and have been widely reported in the press. 


WHAT THE PRESS SAY: 


"Minute quantities were sprayed on a chair in a dentist's waiting room. Women patients made straight for the chair" The Sunday Times 
"Male pheromone secretions not only attract women, but repel other males ." World Medicine (Journal for GP's) 
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"Pheromones... influence human behaviour in a subtle way - Women are attracted to the smell" The Daily Telegraph 
"A male sex pheromone which has a scent that attracts females.” Time (Vol.115 No.2) 

"The scent is likely to produce a state of sexual excitement or arousal." Men Only (Vol.44 No.4) 

"And now this Pheromone has been marketed, we've tested it - and good grief, it works." Knave 


Lowell Ponte, a former consultant on exotic weapons and a Readers Digest science writer, said in an interview that “use of the recently G:scovered 
chemical Androstenone should be banned - congress should pass a law making it a crime to use this chemical i> influence voters by making politicians 
appear nore iovabie.” San Francisco Chronicie 
e "The stuff attracts women like you would not believe.” Colorado Telegraph 


"It's something women don't consciously smell, it works on the olfactory nerves. The woman finds the man attractive but she doesn't know why." 
Lifestyle, Texas 


Androstenone pheromone has been successfully tested on BBC TV's "Tomorrows World" and by Desmond Morris (Author of "The Naked Ape" 
and renowned human behaviourist) on BBC TV's "Friday Night... Saturday Morning." 


USER REPORTS CONFIRM SUCCESS WITH CONTACT 18: 


e "CONTACT 18 really does seem to work! The most dramatic instances have occurred when wearing it at parties and discos. Girls just drift towards 


me and start talking and flirting with me." D.T. Cardiff. 
o "I knew CONTACT 18 wasn't a gimmick when one of the girls at work who I had known for some time, quite out of character, started to seduce me 
when we were alone in the office." S.D. Nottingham. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: 


If for any reason you are not delighted with CONTACT 18, simply return the remainder within 30 days for a full refund of 
your money - NO QUESTIONS ASKED. 


Order CONTACT 18 today and open the door to new and exciting experiences. Comes with full instructions. A 15ml bottle will give 3 months of 
continual service. CONTACT 18 has to be worth a try for any man who wants to join that lucky few who have more than their fair share of sex appeal. 


CASUTILTD., PO BOX 115, St. HELIER, JE4 80Z GP ACCESS / VISA CARD HOLDERS PHONE: 0534 - 47755 (24 hrs.) 


SS ee 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ee a 
| CASUTI LTD., P.O.BOX 115, St. HELIER, JE4 8QZ 


| 

I Please send ............ bottles of CONTACT 18. Price £12.95 each (2 bottles only £19.95) Postpaid. | 

À I understand that if I'm not 100% delighted | may return CONTACT 18 for a full refund - NO QUESTIONS ASKED. | 

É {enclose a Cheque / P.O. (payable to CASUTI LTD.) to the value of £.......................... (Foreign add £3) | 

Ordebit my ACCESS) Visa ACC ONE NO sro teieni eer n a ans vg Ee nepal ae Expiry Wal eene ed gana Ha 

l Name e ae e E E heroin taly eres PARQUES SO pesa nose A E O A A A cnaee BLOCK | 

Dp vsssssssssssecennsnsececesnnsncecennnsnecessnsneeneesnnaneeseennsonsseusassseensussannecccanssseesnnneeeeqneaneeeeesnnnnececnunneggcnunasasecnnansoeessenssaregunnnanegcuansnsegguanensgaa CAPITALS | 

ae ee aaa og Ae eae Oo et iy ee ne ee better malaise Postcode cco isu ees PLEASE À 
| 


All orders despatched under plain cover 
Office Suite 3, 20 Brittania Place, Bath Street, St.Helier, Jersey (Bu please use the above address which is a secure PO Box in a main Post Office) DEPT. CM 
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> Despite its compact size, the SKS Carbine with its 
20in barrel gave good accuracy with the right 
ammunition. 


have never seen one in a competition. 

The SKS has been superceded as a 
front line rifle in most of the countries 
that used it being replaced by AK 
variants. It is still heavily used by 
militias and many third world 
countries. The Soviets still use it as a 
parade rifle in some cases. I suppose 
the last time it had any widespread use 
was the Vietnam war, where it served 
as the mainstay of the Northern army 
and Viet Cong units, until again 
ousted by the ubiquitous Kalashnikov. 
But for all that, the SKS is an 
interesting firearm in that it seems to 
embody features that would seem 
dated, yet from a ballistic viewpoint it 
is probably far more effective in its use 
of the 7.62 x39 cartridge than the AK. 

Finally if you consider that the 
forerunner of all the Soviet assault 
rifles must be the Avtomat, then the 
SKS with its integral magazine does 
seem a retrograde step when 
compared to one of the world’s first 
self loaders with a detachable box 
magazine. 


SKS CARBINE 


pr 


Although it is now obsolescent in the Soviet Army, the SKS has 
been manufactured by several Communist countries and is still in 
use in some of them. 


In the former East Germany the rifle was known as the Karabiner-S 
and in what was Yugoslavia it was called the M59/66 and is easily 
recognised by the permanently attached grenade launcher at the 
muzzle and the folding grenade sight. 


The Chinese PLA called it the Type 56 semi-automatic, whilst the 
North Korean forces, with which it was very popular in the initial 
stages of the Vietnam War referred to it as the Type 63. 


Although no longer used in the CIS except for ceremonial 
purposes (having been replaced by the AK47) it is still used in some 
Asian countries. The Chinese are known to have sold large 
numbers to Albania, and although no other countries have sold 
off their stock, it has recently been reported that the SKS is 
currently being used in the Balkans. 


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION 


Cartridge: 7.62x39mm 
Operation: gas, self-loading 
Method of locking: tilting block 


Feed: 10-round internal box magazine 
Weight, empty: 3.85kg 

Length: 1021mm 

Barrel: (rifling), 4 grooves, rh 

Sights: fore, post; rear, tangent, notch 
Muzzle velocity: 735 m/s 

Effective range: 400m 


Manufacturer: State factories 

Status: Obsolete 

Service: No longer used in the CIS, except for ceremonial 
purposes, having been replaced in first-line service by the AK-47. 
Still used in some Asian countries. 
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oing back ten 

years or so, the 

choice of quality 

military-style 
alternatives to the issue 
DMS boot were decidedly 
thin on the ground in 
Britain. The situation since 
then has improved 
remarkably, however, and 
there are now a number of 
high quality combat boots 
available. Prices for these 
boots are rarely anything 
but expensive, but there 
are plenty who wiil always 
feel that passing on part of 
their pay cheque for a truly 
first class pair of boots is a 
good investment. 

Despite the number of 
high-leg boots available the 
top units in the armed forces 
are rarely satisfied, and | have 
frequently heard complaints 
about even the most 
prestigious brands of 
footwear. 6 

| can exclusively reveal that 
the boot currently on trial 
with the Special Air Service is 
this one, the Sorel Agawa, 
made by Kaufman Footwear 
of Canada. 

The Agawa is a dedicated 
high-leg military style boot 
specifically aimed at the 
professional soldier and 
hunter, and made from the 
highest quality materials. 


Construction 


The construction of the 
uppers is of a combination of 
sueded full-grain leather and 
1200 denier ‘Propex’ nylon, 
with a waterproof and 
breathable Sympatex 
interliner, and a Cambrelle 
lining. 


56 


a Sorel Agawa boots, high 
quality for a high price 


The lower part of the boot 
is also quite complex, 
consisting of five separate 
parts arranged in a sort of 
four layer ‘comfort sandwich’. 
Directly beneath the foot isa 
removable shaped insole to 
cushion and support the foot. 
The next layer combines high- 
density heel cushioning, 
which reduces heel strike and 
returns energy, and medium 
density urethane cushioning 
for the rest of the foot to 
absorb shock and also return 
energy. 

Below this is a lightweight 
injected PU midsole to 
provide further cushioning 
and increase insulation. The 
outer sole is a high density 
silicone-reinforced rubber 
unit of Kaufman's own 
design. The boot also contains 
a steel shank to increase 
longitudinal stiffness and 
enhance lateral stability. 
Lacing of the Agawa is by 
means of 12 D rings and 6 
laceholes. As one would 
expect, a toe box and heel 
counter are fitted. 


A Sympatex 


material 
provides 


breathable 


waterproofing 


4 Lacing extends a long way towards the toe 


Unfortunately, | did not 
have time to give the Agawa 
the usual extended three 
month test | like to subject 
boots to, but | put them 
through their paces as best | 
could within the allowed test 
period. 


High Protection 


As can be seen from the 
photos, the Agawa is cut 
particularly high, and it 
certainly offers a good deal of 
support and protection to the 
ankle. 

The sueded full grain 
leather used for much of the 
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upper of the boot is of high 
quality and gives the boots a 
subdued appearance, though 
this won't suit all military 
applications. The sueded 
finish is not only non- 
reflective and low-impact, but 
it improves the appearance of 
the boots after extended use 
in the field, as they don't scuff 
up and are easier to maintain 
than leather boots with a 
standard finish. 
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a The ‘comfort 
sandwich’ of 
the sole. Five 


comfort 


layers for your 


Although the upper 
generally provides good foot 
protection, | would have 
preferred the extra support 
and protection of a thicker, 
stiffer leather for very rugged 
terrain, either on mountains 
or in heavily bombed urban 
environments. 
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The lacing extends nearer 
to the toe than on many 
military-style boots, which 
makes the foot more 
adjustable. However, | would 
have preferred some form of 
speed-lacing. The tongue 
could also be tidied up 
somewhat. 


Waterproof 


The Agawa is rendered 
waterproof by the Sympatex 
membrane, which | feel has 


ensures the laces stay in place 


a The unique tread of the Sorel Agawa 


advantages as a lining for 
footwear, over the more 
commonly seen Gore-Tex, 
particularly on boots that may 
have to remain uncleaned for 
longer periods than normal, 
or be subjected to a greater 
degree of wear and tear than 
civilian hiking boots. 

Unlike Gore-Tex, Sympatex 
is a solid membrane, so there 
are no tiny pores to become 
blocked with dirt, and it will 
also stretch by up to 300% 
without rupturing. For 
extended use | feel that it is 
the best material available for 
waterproof-breathable 
interlinings. Kaufman 
guarantee the Agawa 
waterproof for a 12 month 
period. 


Cushioning 


Having a high degree of 
cushioning in the D5 
Ennersole the Agawa are a 
very comfortable boot to 
wear, even for long road 
marches, and breaking-in is 
minimal. One complaint I 
have about them though, is a 
line of nylon stitching which 
runs down the inside of the 
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# The lack of speed lacing makes putting them on difficult, but 


rear of the boot. This is 
abrasive on both socks and 
skin, and should be cóvered 
by a layer of leather or 
another layer of Cambrelle. | 
encountered the same 
problem on a similar boot a 
few years ago and eventually 
had to stop wearing them as it 
was costing me so much in 
socks. 


The tread of the outersole 
provides a reasonable grip on 
most kinds of ground, and 
would seem to be 
hardwearing. Despite their 
fitted steel shank, they would 
not be my first choice for 
mountainous terrain, clearly 
they are designed for all- 
round use, which must, of 
essence, involve a degree of 
compromise. 


All-Rounder 


Despite this, the Agawa are 
a very versatile boot, being 
suitable for everything from 
urban patrols to airborne use, 
and they are definitely a good 
model that are well worth 
looking at. 

In terms of price, at around 
£180 they are a very expensive 
boot, though in the same 
price range as other top-class 
military-style boots. Those 
who require a boot of this 
type for dedicated military 
applications will not be 
disappointed with the Agawa. 
However, if you only think 
you need this kind of boot, 
civvy street offers a wide 
selection of high quality boots 
at better prices. 

For more information on 
the Sorel Agawa contact 
S&MC Ltd, 48 Dane Road, 
Sale, Cheshire M33 1AZ. 
Tel: 061-905 2000. 
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wk Spyderco 


SPYDERCO 
Quality Knives 


roune 


Catherine Street 
Macclesfield 

SK11 6SG 

Telephone: (0625) 613177 


THIS GENUINE ORIGINAL 
GERMAN MAUSER IS YOURS 
when you subscribe to 
Combat and Militaria. 


For just £21.00 you’ll receive the knife and we'll also 
pay postage and packaging — WE MUST BE MAD! 
Rea ee eels Weer ine Ordr ROK Teo ee. oe eee eee eee 


Make your cheque/PO payable to Aceville Publications Ltd, and send 
to The Subscription Manager, Combat & Militaria, Castle House, 97 High 
Street, Colchester, Essex CO1 1TH. E 


Here is my cheque for my 12 months subscription. Send my free German 
Mauser to: 


Tel: 031-555 3760 (24hr) 


CREDIT CARDS 
WELCOME 


ES 


76 Coburg Street, Leith 
Edinburgh EH6 6HJ 


44?) 24 HOUR 


DELIVERY 


AVAILABLE 
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND 
CLEARANCE OF PAYMENT 


SEMI AUTO 


” NO LICENCE 
». REQUIRED 


A SUPERB ALSO WIDE RANGE 
VARIATION OF OTHER AIRSOFT 
THE 92F o GUNS BLANK FIRERS 
SWORDS, KNIVES, 
A \ ` MARTIAL ARTS/NINJA 


only £35.95 + (£3 pap) 


“NOW IN STOCK, FREON GAS FOR AIR SOFT PISTOLS.” 


mm am e So SS E SS COS COS GO ee GS GE 
Pease send me BBo024 GAS NAIR BERETTA 92F (u £35.95 + £3 
p&p 
| enclose my cheque/crossed postal order for £ .............. made payable to: 


BATTLE ORDERS SCOTLAND LTD aaa ts p&p + insurance + £13.50 for 24hr delivery 
NAME IMBIMES/MISS) ur neto co citei SSD mammary q (BLOCK CAPITALS! 
Cota bois Se OL, ADEE ee ose E A VARRER Rem TER 


DATOME TEL NOL rir ir di 


OR please debit my Access/Visa Acc. with the sum Of É... 
Ra EEE poy arvepameo e ssi ee 
My Acc. No. is: = CCITT 


BIAGIO sasen ERPI Dale onn 
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Kit Merchant 


KIT MERCHANT 


Snug Swedish Shirt 


ell known for 
their wool mix 
thermal 
clothing such as 
the popular Swedish shirt, 
Warm N Dry are now 
launching a new range of 
expedition weight thermal 
underwear made from an 
incredibly comfortable 
100% polyester multi- 
filament fleece. 
: 


Of this range, which 
includes items such as a crew 
neck shirt and long johns, | 
have been testing a zip 
necked short of a similar 
design to the Swedish shirt, 
and have found it excellent. 

Weighing in at around 120z 
the polyester fleece shirt is cut 
very generously with an extra 
long back to stop it pulling 
out of the waistband, built-in 


wristovers and a double 
thickness zipped roll neck. 


Wristover Cuffs 


The wristover cuffs and 
zipped collar givea 
combination of ventilation 
insulation options and allow 
you to adjust your protection 
in line with the temperature. 
The wristovers are excellent 
for when warmth is needed as 
well as the use of your fingers 
for delicate work, or for extra 
warmth inside gloves, while 
also protecting the gap that 
develops between gloves and 
standard sleeve cuffs. 

The brushed inner surface 
of the fabric is very soft and 
feels superb next to the skin, 
while the face fabric is 
smoothly knitted and looks 
very smart. The standard of 
manufacture is very good, as 
is the finish with neat and 
strong stitching, while 
washing and fabric care are 
straightforward, the fabric 
being machine washable up 
to 60° and can be tumble 
dried. In the field | found it 
easy to wash out in cold 
water, and as the fibres retain 
very little moisture, were very 
quick to dry. 


Warmth to Weight 


The most impressive feature 
of this shirt is its warmth to 
weight ratio, and | believe you 


will have to visit some pretty 
cold places to need this 
warmth in base layer clothing. 
| have been using the 
polyester fleece shirt as a 
shirt/pullover in cool evenings 
over a T-shirt or next to my 
skin, and as nightwear ina 
sub-standard sleeping bag. 
The fabric effectively wicks 
moisture away from your 
body without chilling, but 
soon proved to need a wash 
to remove a rapidly increasing 
odour. On the high wear 
areas “pilling” of the face 
fabric was apparent after only 
a short period of use, but this 
does not seem to have 
affected the performance of 
the shirt. 


As colder weather 
approaches | can see this 
polyester fleece shirt 
becoming very popular (if 
washed regularly, otherwise it 
will become very unpopular) 
thanks to its good warmth 
and comfort levels, excellent 
cut and light weight. 

At the moment the 
polyester fleece shirt is 
available in navy or olive and 
is priced around £20. 


All enquiries should be 
addressed to Warm N Dry, 
Unit 7, North Way, 
Claverings Ind. Estate, 
Montague Road, 
Edmonton, London N9. 


COLD STEEL 


ground blade offers unprecedented 


available in stainless steel. 
Blade 4'/2”, weight 6.4 oz. 


MASTER HUNTER 


Made in USA from Carbon V™, Thick, flat 
| strength, cutting ability and edge retention. 


| The spine is /16” thick to present a stronger 
blade point for prying and splitting. Also 


Sole UK Distributors 


For details of the fabulous 
COLD STEEL range 
send sae to:- 


=e 


11 Business Park, Forest Row, 
East Sussex RH18 5DW 


PRRRDOAR 
DANA 

DANOSO 

“Asdad 
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Kit Merc 


Baby 


he army issue bivi 
bag was a welcome 
introduction toa 
soldier's life. A good 
bag, but not excellent, 
being quite bulky and with 
difficult access in an 
emergency. Still, for issue 
kit, its not bad, and an 
equivalent civvy bag 
would knock you back at 
least £100. 

Not any more. The 
Expedition Bivi Bag from 
Kathmandu Trekking is an 
excellent, breathable bag ata 
bargain price. Priced between 
£40-£55, the Kathmandu 
comes in three basic versions, 
with the option of aside zip. 
The lightest is made in 20z 
nylon, the middle weight is a 
mixed material bag, 40z nylon 
on the base and 20z nylon on 
top. The heavy duty bag is 40z 
nylon throughout. 


Breathable 


Naturally, all bags are rip 
stop, and the zip, if fitted, is 
half length and covered with 
a Velcro flap. All seams are 
fully taped. ‘Yet nylon isn't 
breathable! | hear you cry, 
and if it is, then it isn't 
waterproof!’ Well, this is 
both. Treated with Milair 
hydrophilic coating, the bags 
are waterproof and still 
breathable. Milair isa new 
product to me, but apparently 
they've been making 
waterproof breathable 
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ant 


Katmandu Bivi Bag. Half the weight, half the pack size and half the price of the issue one (above). 


Bivi a Bargain! 


garments for over 100 years. 
Basically, it is a nylon 
waterproofing treatment, the 
same as on any nylon 
waterproof. 


Price 


The biggest advantage is 
price. Nylon is cheap, and 
even with the Milair 
treatment it is still half to two 
thirds cheaper than an 
equivalent Gore-Tex bag. In 
addition, it is less bulky than 
membrane fabrics, having just 
a single layer, and that also 
saves in weight. Compared to 
the issue bivi, the Kathmandu 
rolled up to half its size and 
weighs less too. 


Drawback 


There is one drawback. 
Vapour transmission is only 
around 77% efficient, 
compared to Gore-Tex's 
quoted figures between 83- 
86%. Even this can be an 
advantage, retaining more 
body warmth in cold 
conditions, but 8% difference 
is not much. 

We tested the combined 
material bag, with a left hand 
side zip. 

Laid out, the bag is very 
similar in dimensions to the 
issue bag, about 7-8 feet long, 
and just under 3 feet wide at 
the neck. 


When fully closed, a hole 
about 3in in diameter 
remains, which remains open 


due to the compressed nature 
of the nylon. Handy for 
people like me who like to 
feel some fresh air in bivi 
bags. The neck also comes 
with loops for attaching a 
hoop pole to, for those who 
feel trapped in tightly closed 
bivi bags, or for bungees to 
keep the bag open when 
cooking from inside it. The 
hoop costs £2.50 as an extra. 


The zip was sturdy, and two 
way, with pullers top and 
bottom. In use, it was quick 
and never snagged, a problem 
with other zips when ina 
hurry. It also allowed plenty 
of access with the neck drawn 
tight, again a problem with 
other bags. 


In use, the Kathmandu bivi 
was highly impressive. Light 
to carry, and packed away 
small, it still provided ample 
room for bag, weapon and 
person, and easy access. 
Despite concerns about the 
thinness of the 20z nylon, it 
stood up well to the rain and 
wear. The 40z base looked 
like nothing could damage it. 

In all, an excellent bivi, ata 
bargain price. Everything you 
could possibly expect froma 
bag, at a price | found hard to 
believe. 

Available from 
Kathmandu Trekking 
5 Crabtree Lane 
Great Bookham 
Leatherhead 
Surrey RT23 4PG 
Tel/Fax: (0372) 454773 
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Blister 
Buster 


lister kits have 
always been an 

= ya awful product to 
aa review, because 
giving them a good test 
involves creating at least 
one blister. 

Boots are more famous for 
beauty products and 
condoms, but their new 
blister kit shows that they've 
been watching the foot care 
market carefully. Priced ata 
very competitive £1.75, the kit 
contains just about everything 
to treat a common complaint. 


Contents 


First, there’s adhesive fleece 
foam pads, to protect hot 
spots and prevent further 
rubbing. A self-adhesive knit 
plaster is also included, along 
with foam rings for alleviating 
pressure from blisters. Finally, 
two antiseptic wipes are 
included, for cleaning feet 
before the sticky bits are 
applied. 

Boots have looked hard at 
other products on the market, 
and have learnt from them. 
The foam pads are white 
concentric rings, to be placed 
over the blister. Unlike other 
manufacturer's pads, these 
have hollow centres and 
varying diameter, so you get 
more for your money and to 
choose the perfect fit. In all, 
there are 13 large pads, and 
six small centres, which could 
be used at a push. 


Tape 

The pads stuck well, but are 
meant to be covered with the 
self-adhesive tape, to protect 
the blister and keep the pad 
secure. The tape comes in one 
large sheet, but is pre-cut to 
various sizes, and easily fit 
over the pads. So many kits 
have tape that is too thin to 
comfortably secure the pads, 
but this tape is big enough for 
the largest pad and sticks 
wonderfully. 

In all, the Boots Blister Kit is 
very impressive. Neatly 
packed in its waterproof bag, 
the kit is small and light. It 
provides everything you 
might need for basic foot 
care, at half the price of rival 
brands. 

Rush down to Boots now, 
but try to avoid any blisters on 
the way (you don't want to 
use the kit all at once). 
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MATT GREEN CLOTHING 
COMPANY 


SPECIALISTS IN GENUINE BRITISH 
ISSUE MILITARY CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 


DPM Machete Case PLCE new issue NEW £14.99 
DPM Desert Trousers 32in waist only s/offer 
NEW ...£9.99 
NEW...£4.99 
NEW. £29.99 
NEW. £24.99 


Olive SA 80 Sling 
High Leg Boot Mk 2 
DPM Tropical Trousers 


All prices include VAT 
Please add £3.00 p&p by return 
List available with over 1000 lines. Send £1.00. 


Please send cheques/p.o’s to: 


Matt Green Clothing Company, 
York Road, Shiptonthorpe, 
York, YO4 3PU. 

Tel: 0430 8727656. Fax 0430 872777. 


Only genuine issue kit wil be supplied guaranteed. 
Trade enquires welcome (with letter head) 
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WW2 German glass mines with fuze glass in perfect condition ....£50 
Energa practice anti-tank grenades to fit Lee Enfield and SLR rifle. 
Unissuedincardboardicanier en me hum sera RITO aa £22 
Webbing carrier to pack 2 of the above grenades in battle, 
orais cito é RREO Gia saat RR A AR ANP PS tance £4 
WW II German bakelite fuze containers dated 1940-1942, mint..£10 
WW II German field telephones, very good condition ................. £40 | 
WW [German matchbooks unissued o i lacis.ccssccivecsasscenenaccestankene £3 


| No 9 Bowie blade bayonets for Lee Enfield rifle, near mint, with 


BOS UU AL LORE ot Sica fra caer paved nie Oat a ri E ables £POA 
SER bayonets with scabbards, Unis ted, oe mace aaea £20 
1937 pattern small packs dated 1941-44, unissued.......... £7 
WW II German Luftschutz civil defence helmets, good 
CONO GI oo E e A Ae. Tee O ent ta Soa £40 
Belgian Army thunderlashes Tenere a EA AE a A seed £5 
British LIA! molhe enero nar aan aa a a, £10 
Red parachute flares 1000ft range, 18,000 candela ............. £5 each 

or 10 for £40 
Deactivated M1 Thompson SMG with drum mag fitting and 


removable butt reworked to M1A1 standard, very rare.............. £250 
75 round saddle drum magazines for German machine guns, perfect 
See TET 0, | Cine Rt St ER PA RR A ORS O A heen £50 
Sten ina fools PSA CE civaccs. seen eee cae. £6 


Sten Gun web slings WW II dated, mint ..............0ccccceeeseeseeeeeeee 50p 
Inert Russian soft polythene butterfly mines, as used in 
go UNC 21g RE Reet PROD Oe Sams ae Oar ASP Wn, 2 e a £10 
WW Perils etmetnete mint descaso aa makers Glee £1.50 


| Inert Omni Boorse (0 %ounds sc cn ee ee £15 


Perci o AO PONTA lacres io Assoc ha an ee £60 
1943 pattern airborne gas mask bags WW II dated, unissued....£1.50 
Paratroop helmets with web straps, post war dated but identical to 
WWI ASOT POAC ai sucess PR Be ea RR £40 
Al above items are plus postage and packing. Please add £1.50 
per order for small items, £3 per order for larger items. 


J.T. MILITARIA Tel: (0495) 227624 
40 Severn Road Pontilanfraith Mobile: (0850) 442899 
Blackwood, Gwent NP2 2GA 


CAN THE NEW SASS CATALOGUE 
NO.10 MAKE YOU A CRACK SHOT? 
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No, but by providing exclusive, quality kit 
with many savings we can help you keep 


on target! 


For more details and our FREE, new, No.10, 
36 page, colour catalogue, write or phone: 


SPECIAL AIR SEA SERVICES 
St. George’s Works, St. George’s Quay, 
Lancaster, Lancashire LA1 5QJ. 


Telephone: 0524 64204 
picssesend me your latest catalogue 1 
i Nameno ARC Ee AS AER a o a AG EMER Nor arte UO oh EA i 
PEE CIA E L Ae E e el ees ! 
E a RENT a SO e RO 
E ba Ser VS gh So i Se POSICOGC «suma nisso tees MIL 


e ee ee er a 


61 


4 FRETES e Se — FHN 


KNIFE REVIEW 


The Swedish Army Knife 


by Jack Black 


ne only has to 

look at an 

inspection of 

Swedish troops to 
see that they do things 
differently over there, and 
certainly the Swedish army 
has taken many decisions 
which are considered 
controversial in wider 
military circles. 

The pros and cons of a 
bayonet versus a combat knife 
have undoubtedly fired more 
than a few debates amongst 
armchair generals, but when 
Sweden ceased to issue its 
troops with a bayonet in the 
late 1970s, after adopting the 
FN FNC 5.56mm rifle, the knife 
they chose to hand out in its 
stead was a long way from 
what most of us think of as a 
combat knife. 


Tradition and 
Patriotism 


In terms of sourcing the 
new knife there was only one 
contender: tradition, 
patriotism, and quality 
ensured it had to be the 
famous Swedish cutlers Frosts 
of Mora. Frosts began 
manufacturing knives over 
100 years ago, and they have 
been carried by members of 
the Swedish armed forces for 
much of this century. 


Originally, the knives 
carried by Swedish soldiers 
would have been the simple 
Frosts Moraknivar, with their 
red-painted wooden handles, 
but the knife the Swedish 
military chose to issue in the 
70s was a version of the more 
modern plastic-handled 
model 740, which has a blade 
made from Frosts high quality 
carbon steel. 

To the Swedish soldiers to 
which this knife was issued it 
would have been nothing 
new, in fact most of them had 
probably been handling 


similar blades since childhood. 


Only the colour of the handle 
and sheath (olive-drab at the 
time) distinguished it from 
the standard civilian Frosts 
740. 

Later, when the Swedish 
army adopted camouflage 
battle dress, a matching 
camo-patterned handle and 
sheath were fitted to the 
knife. 


An Odd Choice 


For those of us used to 
thinking of combat knives as 
generally being pretty hefty 
chunks of steel with a pointy 
end and an edge (or edges) 
ground on, the Swedish army 
knife with its diminutive 
105mm blade may seem an 
odd choice. However, as an 
all-round utility knife, the 
Swedes could do a lot worse. 
Nor is this militarised 740 only 
up to the lightest of cutting 


tasks, during basic training 
each Swedish recruit is 
required to cut down a tree 
with his knife! This is done by 
pounding the knife into the 
trunk of the tree from two 
directions until the piece of 
wood in the middle breaks 
free. Clearly, this little knife is 
tougher than it may at first 
appear. 

Since the original carbon 
steel version was produced 
Frosts have manufactured 
stainless steel models, with 
either a plain or partially 
serrated edge, the latter 
being requested by Swedish 
airborne regiments. 

However, as far as | know, a 
military version of the Frosts 
model 780, which has a blade 
made from Frosts unique 
laminated steel, and which is 
considered by many to be the 
best knife in the Frosts 700 
series, has never been 
produced. 

The Frosts 740 and 760 
knives are famous throughout 
the world as good quality, 
economical working knives, 
but until recently the military 
versions of the knives have 
been less easy to obtain. 

| was recently sent three of 
the knives in the range to test, 
the military version of the 
740, with a carbon steel blade 
and olive-drab ‘furniture’, the 
760, also in OD, but witha 
stainless blade, and the 
Swedish airborne forces knife, 
which has a stainless blade 
with partially-serrated 
primary edge, and is finished 
in a three-colour camouflage 
pattern to match that worn by 
the Swedish army. In addition 
to these knives, several other 


“Small, but perfectly formed. The 
Swedish issue knife is not the 
most obvious combat knife in 
the world. 


combinations are available, 
for example you can havea 
stainless blade with a cam 
sheath and an OD handle. 


Camouflage Finish 


The camouflage finish is 
nicely done in green, black 
and brown on an OD 
background, but because of 
the three-stage screen- 
printing process these knives 
are more expensive than the 
plain OD models. | have to say 
that given a choice between 
paying ‘approximately £8.83’ 
(sic) for the 760M-G with OD 
finish and £12.35 for the same 
knife with cam finish, I'd go 
for the cheaper knife 
everytime. Unless you're a 
dedicated collector (in which 
case you'll probably buy the 
set), camouflage can surely 
not really be considered 


important on such a small 
item (which in any case does 
not have a subdued blade), 
and could easily be added if 
required in the form of tape, 
or painted on with a couple of 
cans of Hambrol. 


Similarities 

Apart from the finish then, 
the knives share certain 
similarities: they all come with 
a comfortable plastic handle 
moulded onto a rat-tail tang, 
with an integral half-guard 
and lanyard hole, and an 
ambidextrous moulded plastic 
sheath which will 
accommodate a narrow belt 


or be clipped onto a button in 
the familiar Scandinavian 
manner. 

All the blades have clip- 
points, flat bevel-grinds, and 
are 105mm in length. The 
761PM-G has serrations on the 
rear half of the blade. 

The carbon steel knife | was 
sent has a blade hardened to 
57-60RC, compared to 57 for 
the stainless blades, and will 
take and hold a keener edge 
than the latter, though it 
needs to be maintained more 
carefully. The stainless knives 
are also of high quality and 
take and hold an edge 
reasonably well, while having 
a high resistance to corrosion 
and staining. 

The plastic handles are very 
comfortable to use in a wide 
temperature range, and 
provide a reasonable grip, 
though obviously not as good 
as materials like Kraton. 


Sheath 


The sheaths have a lip 
which acts like a spring to 
hold the knives in place, and 
although the degree of 
retention will decrease a little 
with use, it should hold the 
knife securely throughout its 
working life. 

The serrations on the blade 
of the 161PM-G are extremely 


sharp and well-suited to the 
emergency line-cutting tasks 
for which they were no doubt 
designed. 

As users of the standard 
Frosts 700 series will know, 
these are extremely practical 
knives, which perform 
flawlessly and provide 
extremely good value for 
money. 


A Good Carry Knife 


Their practicality, combined 
with their extreme lightweight 
has meant that | have carried and 
used these knives a great deal, 
and | have nothing but praise for 
them. They aren’t knives that 
you'd expect to last a lifetime, 
but then they are reasonably 
cheap to replace, and I'd 
certainly consider buying 
several. 

Of the knives | was sent for 
test, the one I've used most is the 
760M-G with its stainless blade 
and OD finish. This is probably 
the one that would suit most 
users best of all. However, the 
other models may be more to 
your taste, and they are all 
certainly good knives. 

The Swedes may at first seem 
to have a few funny ideas, but 
using their knives has taught me 
to value the opinions of these 
practical folk. Whether or not 
the Swedish army were right to 
replace the bayonet with this 
small knife will no doubt be a 
subject of further debate among 


those with nothing better to talk 
about, but it’s certainly a very 
practical field knife. 

Various versions of the 
Swedish army knife can be 
obtained by post from 
Scotties (A.P. Scott & 
Sons), 11 Lugley Street, 
Newport, Isle of Wight, 
PO30 5HD. Tel/Fax: (0983) 
522115. Prices start from 
£8.63 (plus £1 p&p) for the 
760M-G. 

For more information on 
Frosts knives contact CNS 
Marketing, Bon Sol Farm, 
Brightstone, Isle of Wight 
PO30 4AZ. 


“READING 


he Special Air 
Service have always 
been a popular 

subject for military 
writers. No other unit has 
the glamour, mystery and 
excitement of the SAS. 
Then again, little is ever 
officially admitted about 
SAS operations, training or 
members. This makes it 
very difficult to confirm or 
deny anything printed 
about them, and 
consequently most books 
fallinto two types; those 
that try to highlight the 
action and mystique of the 
SAS, and those that try to 
penetrate the layers of 
secrecy, to tell you what 
it's really like. 

Falling definitely into the 
first category are Soldier A 
and Soldier B, two 
paperback novels of the SAS 
by Shaun Clarke (£4.99 each, 
280 and 284pp, 22 Books, 
London). 

Soldier A SAS Behind 
Iraqi Lines fictionalises the 
exploits of the SAS during the 
Gulf War. General 
Schwarzkopf called them his 


ROOM 


“eyes and ears in the desert” 
and this book tries to show 
how they achieved that 
distinction. Definitely fiction 
based on fact, Soldier A is full 
of daring raids behind enemy 
lines, Scud busting and escape 
and evasion. 

The tale of one trooper's 
escape from Iraq, also covered 
in General Sir De Billiere’s 
Storm Command, is obviously 
based on true events. 
Managing to walk from deep 
within Iraq to Syria, while his 
colleagues were either 
captured or shot, the 
trooper's tale is certainly one 
destined for fame and 
admiration. Along the way, 
he suffered from dehydration, 
chemical burns to the mouth 
from waste mistaken for 
water and even Syrian guards 
who threatened to turn him 
over to the Iraqis. 


Unbelievable 


However, other events 
seems less believable. Injured 
soldiers, on their death beds 
one minute return into the 
fight the next. At times | feel 
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that Clarke tries to push the 
SAS legend just a bit too far. 

However, the biggest 
failing of the novel is its 
inaccuracies, both in research 
and typing mistakes. One 
Captain seems to constantly 
shift from Captain to Major 
and then back again, perhaps 
a new way of cheating 
options for change. Tanks are 
destroyed using Sidewinder 
air to air missiles, which 
detracts from the believability 
of the text. 

Still, an exciting read, not 
quite getting you to brush the 
sand from your teeth, but it 
carries along at a fair pace. 

Soldier B Heroes of the 
South Atlantic is much 
better. The author seems to 
know this subject in detail, 
and the far fetched 
inaccuracies don't occur. 
Clearly, the author found it 
easier to research and write 
about the Falklands. 

What does occur Is a 
gripping yarn reading more 
like a fictional history of the 
SAS during the Falklands War. 
You can feel the snow 
stinging your eyes and gale 
force winds howling around 
you. 

The ups and downs are 
covered, and whilst the same 
characters appear asin 
Soldier A they seem more 
believable this time around. 
Of the two novels, try Soldier 
B first, as it is by far the best. 


The next novel, Shadow 
Over Babylon (hardback 
£14.99, 485pp, Bloomsbury) 
by David Mason, again 
features the SAS, or at least 
ex-SAS. 

“Did it actually happen?” 
asks the back cover. Well, | 
was originally sceptical. The 
opening scenes, set deer 
stalking in Scotland are well 
written and entice the reader 
to try more. It’s when Bob 
Maxwell begins hiring a sub 
contractor to assassinate 
Saddam Hussein that | became 
more doubtful. Politics are 
not Mason’s best point. | 
suspect that American 
Generals do not stay Generals 
long in the politically active 
USA by calling Ministers 
“faggots” and “assholes”. 
However, ex-Guardsman 
Mason's strong points are 
planning, technical accuracy 
and tension. 

The plot and method of 
assassination slowly unravel, 
always leaving the reader 
wondering why a certain 


object is necessary, ora 
specific action taken. The final 
method of the kill is not clear 
until the last minute, and then 
you can only marvel at how 
wel! everything fitted 
together. With the mission 
underway, the tension 
continues to mount, especially 
when ‘friendly’ nations 
become involved with this 
deniable operation. 

Slowly, the team work their 
way into Iraq, prepare for the 
hit and then? Well, | won't 
spoil the anticipation, but 
afterwards they still have to 
escape from Iraq and evade 
erstwhile allies. Even at the 
end, the plot takes new twists 
and turns, with a totally 
unexpected ending. 

Mason's weapon data is, as 
far as | can determine, 
accurate and extremely well 
researched. He does plead at 
the beginning that he 
introduced certain 
inaccuracies to stop such 
dangerous information falling 
into the wrong hands. Even 
so, it does not affect the 
realism or excitement. For 
those interested, the assassin 
uses an Accuracy International 
Super Magnum, a specialised 
version of the British Army's 
L96 sniper rifle firing .338 
Lapua Magnum 250-grain 
rounds. Jane’s Infantry 
Weapons list it as accurate 
‘well beyond 1000 metres’. 

Perhaps at the end you 
won't be left wondering, “did 
it really happen?” you will be 
left thinking, “When will it be 
made into a film?” Similar to 
“Day of the Jackal”, Shadow 
Over Babylon has politics, 
neat technology, determined 
assassins and an ending that is 
guaranteed to leave you 
wondering. 
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By it now, before the 
official film version is 
released. 


An example of the other 
category of SAS books is 
Swords of Lightning, 
Special Forces and the 
Changing Faces of Warfare 
(hardback, £15.95, 195pp, 
Brassey's). 

In my Opinion, Brassey's are 
the best publishers of factual 
military books, and for this 
reason alone, Terry White's 
book deserves looking at. 

Swords of Lightning 
atten* ts to look at all special 
forces, their history, roles, 
training and selection from 
around the world. Researched 
with serving and former 
member's help, the book also 
credits several Americans and 
Australians for their 
assistance. 

White splits his study into 
three; selection and training, 
the military role and the 
changing face of war. Each 
section looks at a wide variety 
of units, operations and 
possibilities, filled with 
frequent tales of missions to 
ensure the reader's interest. 
The tone is factual and 
believable, and even the last 
speculative section about 
deniable operations and 
counter terrorist work, the 
most secret of all special 
operations, is soundly 
authoritative. 

An excellent primer for 
those interested in the 
subject, giving a good insight 
into the special forces and a 
fine comparison between 
nations’ elite. 


Rounding up this month's 
SAS selection, and definitely 
in the fact based category, is 
Lofty Wiseman's SAS 
Survival Guide released ina 
new, small pocket Gem 
version (Gem paperback, 
£3.99, 383pp, Harper Collins). 

Lofty’s Survival Guide was 
possibly the definitive survival 
manual, and essential reading 
for every soldier. The only off- 


putting part was the price 
(£12.99) and its large size. 

Well, that has now been 
solved. The SAS Survival 
Guide has been squeezed 
into a miniscule paperback, 
3.5 inches by 4.5 inches in size. 
Everything from the original is 
still kept, including the 
excellent colour diagrams and 
easy layout. 

An essential for every 
soldier, and if you already 
have the larger version then 
buy this for a friend (or even 
to fit in the top of your 
bergen). 

Getting away from the SAS, 
and I think they've had 
enough coverage to last 
several months, is the new 
version of Rifles of the 
World by John Walter 
(hardback, £35, 320pp, Arms 
and Armour). Sub-titled, “The 
definitive illustrated guide to 
the world's centre fire rifles”, 
Rifles of the World is pretty all 
inclusive as far as weapon 
histories go. 


Interestingly, it is 
alphabetical according to 
manufacturer, not to country 
of origin or common name. 
For those not sure of their 
manufacturers, an excellent 
index helps. Each entry 
includes a brief company and 
weapon profile, detailed 
statistics and then a year by 
year production history. Other 
information, such as where it 
is also in use, is included. Most 
entries have at least one full 
photograph of the weapon, 
and the more common 
weapons receive up to 8, of 
variants and interesting one 
offs. Cutaway drawings of the 
working parts are also 
included on several of the bolt 
action rifles. 

At £35, one for the serious 
weapon head, or someone 
who wants to own at least 
one definitive guide to 
weapons. Be warned that it is 
only rifles, other small arms 


and pistols are covered in 
separate books. 

Any book that has the 
following on the cover 
demands attention, “I know 
this, please listen: if you ever 
feel you must take a man's 
life, don't shoot him in the 
back from ten feet. Sit next to 
him, hold his hand, ask your 
Lord for understanding and 
put a bullet through his 
brain.” 

Ken Lukowiak's A Soldier's | 
Song, True Stories from the 7 
Falklands (hardback, £12.99, 
180pp, Secker & Warburg) is a 
moving, ofen humorous, 
intelligent collection of his 
Falklands’ experiences. 

An ex-member of 2 Para, 
Lukowiak writes with an 
eagerness and sadness not 
found in many war 
collections. His recollections 
of the Galahad's sinking and 
the rescuer of the Welsh 
Guards is truly emotional. On 
the other hand, his tale of a 
sniper trying to find an 
Argentine sniper is 
guaranteed to bring a smile to 
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the sternest face. As for two 
Paratroops playing cricket 
with live grenades, the story 
has to be read to be believed. 

An excellent book, and | 
hope that Lukowiak obtained 
as much pleasure writing it as 
| did reading it. 


Win a SAS 
selection! 


Three books ab ut the SAS are the 
first prize in this month's book 
competition. 


“Shadow over Babylon”, “Soldier A” and 
“Soldier B” are yours if you answer these 
questions correctly and get pulled out of our 
special competition bivi bag. 


(1) Who founded the SAS in 1942? 

(2) On what date did iraq invade 
Kuwait? 

(3) Which company builds the L96 
Sniper rifle? (Bit of an easy one that). 


All entries to: 


“| want to start an SAS library competition”, 
Castle House, 97 High Street, Colchester, Essex 
CO TH: 

Don't forget your name, address and 
telephone, closing date is 31st October. Editor's 
decision is final (and often dubious). 
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Combat 
Militaria 


POINT OUTDOOR ITFITS 


HORE FABRICS A range of webbing pouches and 


Make your own clothing and equipment belts designed to carry your 
from our wide range of DPM, Water- essential outdoor equipment. 
proof, Thermal, Tent and other mate- 
rials. Also Webbing, Buckles, Zips, and 
much more. Send SAE 11x22cm for free 
catalogue. 

Pointnorth (W) Ltd, 16/18 Newry Fawr, 
Holyhead LL65 1LB. Tel: 0407 760195. 


JOHN BULL MILITARY CLOTHING 


Tropical Jungle MOUSES sesmisesenasrcrnavacergran 

Military 7 sleeping Bap. .........ssssserssersrsensrees a 
OSPE SIRE NGO cenravnccesestnesernreessenitinennrad £78 
Helly Hansen Field Jackets ...:20.+.s.0srerssxorernnve £52 
Airportable Sleep Mat: csw.ryiaersroevennaveerraivosee £21 
Warm Big poltits DOOR RR pr £19 
SADASSA NESS Tos deringen aeiiae £112 
SAS MOD JESUP SINGERS es siresesvrssigaramesssons 


Plus MUCH MORE Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30 
Call in at - 19 HILDYARD ROW - 
(Nr Military Hospital) 


MAIL ORDER - 36p SAE to: 
MILITARY CLOTHING (CG), JOHN BULL SCHOOL OF ADVENTURE, 
12 LITTLETHORPE PARK, RIPON, N YORKS HG4 1UQ. 
x SUPPLIES TO PRis x Please send A4 SAE for full catalogue 


For more details please send 
SAE to: VITAL EQUIPMENT 
COLWYN BAY 
CLWYD LL29 8AT 


Closed Tue Access taken 


CATTERICK GARRISON 
0748 833614 


or please debit my Access/Visa account number. 


Name 
Address 


Telephone 
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Signed 


IAN HODGE 
SHOOTING & SURPLUS 
SUPPLIES 


12g Web Cartridge Belts 
12g Gun Cleaning Kits 
Shotgun Covers 

Rifle Cover inc Scope 
Fox Calls £3.45 
Black Widow Sling-shots £7.50 
Camo Jackets D.P.M. Large only £21.95 
Grade | Dutch Combat Jackets £10.95 
Camo Holdalls £7.95 


£6.50 
£5.95 
£11.95 
£12.50 


Gin Oil £1.50 
Rabbit Snares, per 10 £1.50 
Rabbit Purse Nets £85p 
Waterproof Gaiters £3.45 
Waterproof Stuff Sack £3.45 
Camo Adhesive Tape, 2”x20ft £3.25 


P&P FREE - 25 Page Catalogue 50p, 
Free with Orders. Cheques/POs, to: 

Ian Hodge (Dept C&M1), Pengelly, 
Wadebridge, Cornwall PL27 7LA. 


@ BRAND NEW Infrared Laser Gun- 
sight 5mw, 3cm spot at 100m, invisible to 
naked eye, £200. Write Pagano TPE, 
CP285, 35100, Padova, Italy or phone 
010-3949-8641226, also we sell a range 
of night vision devices. 


@ COMBAT BOOTS black, new, 8 
pairs, different makes, sizes 8-10, £30 
each, also Dr Martens, 10-hole, black, 
new, size 8, £23. Hawkins Astronaut, 
black, new, size 8, £23. Box No 33, 
Combat & Militaria, 2 East Hill. Colches- 
ter, Essex CO1 2QL. 

€ SURVIVAL COLLECTORS The first 
three volumes of “Survival Weaponary 
and Techniques” complete with the three 
annual manuals, less than half price, 
£40, plus postage. Also “The Survivalist” 
by Jerry Ahern, 16 volumes under half 
price, £15 plus postage. Phone (0734) 
786811. 


ia | require a box number and enclose an extra £3.00 (optional service) 


DEADLINE FOR THE 
NOVEMBER EDITION IS: 
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14th SEPTEMBER 
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@ FREE PORTABLE muscle builder. 
Fits in a suitcase, ideal for travel. No 
catch, its yours free for just reading about 
our amazing muscle building course, sae 
for more details. Sherbourne, 7 Main 
Drive, Halsnead Park, Whiston, Prescot, 
Merseyside L35 3PT. 

@ QUANTOCK WILDERNESS Survival 
Micro Expedition Tent, 2 hoop Gore-Tex 
ultra lightweight 3lb packs, very small, 
the most efficient backpack tent, little 
used, as new, genuine bargain, £80, 
unique shape, foot faced into wind. Ask 
for Pete, Phone Plymouth 223008. 


@ IMAGE INTENSIFIER Rifle sight, Brit- 
ish Army, batteries included, can be seen 
working, very good picture with adjust- 
able focus and brightness controls, fitted 
with Dove tail mounts, cheapest you'll 
find for this type. Telephone (0535) 
274134 (Greg) £950 may p/x similar. 


@ RADAR HOOPED Bivi bag for sale, 
100 per cent waterproof, used twice, just 
not practical for what | do, for quick sale, 
£40 or swap for lightweight tent. Tel. 
Mark on (0272) 553166 or (0275) 
838837. 


@ EXPERIENCED CLOSE Protection/ 
Security Officer is willing to travel abroad, 
but seeks employment with a UK resi- 
dent. Box No. 32 Combat & Militaria, 2 
East Hill. Colchester, Essex CO1 2QL. 
@ SAS COMBAT vest, chest-rigs and 
webbing, just a few of the items in my 
Summer Clearance Sale. Send 50p to- 
day for a detailed list. Jasper Cox, 8 
Tellisford Lane, Norton-St-Philip, Bath, 
Somerset, BAS 6LL. 

@ QUANTOCK WILDERNESS Survival 
Expedition Micro Tent, 2 hoop, unique 
wedge shape, faced into wind and back- 
pack in foot makes tent safest possible, 
unbreakable, one-piece hoops, weight 
3lb, Gore-Tex, used but as new, bargain, 
£65 delivered. Telephone (0752) 
223008. 


— o us eee eee a a | 


Combat & Militaria Action Ads, 


East Hill, Colchester, Essex CO1 2QL. 


Send to 
2 


GLOCK 17 
AIRSOFT 


Superb Airsoft firing replica of the Austrian Glock 
pistol. ABS Black finish, authentic working finish 


and catches. Our best yet! £29.95 


JAPANESE 
SAMURAI 
KATANAS 


Over 50 various edge 
weapons. Long and 
Shortswords plus 
matching daggers. 
Battle Orders import 
a selection of quality 
reproduction 
Japanese Swords 
with sharp stainless 
steel blades in the 
traditional curved 
style, mounted on 
correctly bound hilts 
with decorative metal 
handguards and 
fittings. Perfect for 
display or martial arts 
practitioners. 
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S108 IAI-TO KATANA 
All black scabbard 
and fittings with 
polished sharp 27” 
steel blade. 
Awesome weapon of 
the fearsome 
Samurai. £85.00 


Blank black 
metal £59.00 


N with wood 
rips. Replica grey metal. 


@ RAPID PUMP ca 


ACTION 

@ 4 SHOT 
FIREPOWER 

@ VELOCITY 
325fps approx 

@ FULL SIZE 3.2kg 
@ SPRING POWERED 


BERETTAS2F | 
eplica £49.00. 
Blank £95.00 ' 


These four handguns are 
available in both Blankfiring 
or Replica format. All made 


O 225 ROUND EEUE working 
MAGAZINE emails O 
O RUGGED EEM dummy shells.) 
CONSTRUCTION 
@ 28” OVERALL 
LENGTH 
£199.95 | COLT 45 


Replica £49.00 
Blank £69.00 


AIRSOFT 
SA80 
CARBINE 


Exclusive from Battle Orders the rarest of a!l 
LA-85 our full size gas powered replica fires full auto or 
single shot from a 55 round magazine. Olive drab stocks, 
black action. Originally designed for our Special Forces. 
You can own the gun they never got. £225.00 


oy 
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BB32 SIG P228 AIRSOFT PISTOL. The 


y i SINGLEPOINT 
very latest “Shortauto” curently issued to 


SIGHT Updated version of the legendary mother of all Redots. Ata 
price that will astound you. Alloy 1” tube, solar powered 
micro click adjustable windage and elevation adjusters, 
binocular operation, Just £69.00 


M563 
a sso À ema (gp CLAN 
the US Army PLUG ee E 
and now available BAYONET aan 
to you. Our has a 15 e European Pe Ai 
round full size magazine aa „a it 


with all the original 


green “leather” brass 


i “silver” fittings, he ee 
ae Ep ie fae dg 
ity spring powered. scabbard, carbon 
ço ti ees" pierced and steel 148¢1 
35.00 fluted blade. ** 26cm £169.00 
£25.00 blade, à 
4042 leather Ready Version 
DIPLOMATIC 4035 NAZI ae Leather bound 
DAGGER ELITE GUARD q 
Metal replica DAGGER od sd 
Nazi dagger and Holbien stlyled tempered * 
scabbard. Full , dagger of the steel. £199.00 
size, plated Third Reich 
blade. £22.50 LE her 


` complete with 
_ hanger. e 
* £24.50 


KLC16 
GENUINE © 
BRITISH 
COMMANDO 
KNIFE ww! 
type FS dagger, 
all black metal, 
© makers marks, 
| Begs, leather 

s3 scabbard. 
£18.95 

| (Leg/arm 
scabbard only 
£18.95). 


UK FACTORY APPOINTED 
IMPORTERS AND DISTRIBUTORS 


KNIVES 


Famous for holding an edge! 


POST FREE 
1993 CATALOGUE 
- AVAILABLE £3.50 


ASK FOR NAME 
OF YOUR LOCAL 
WHITBY DEALER 


The Old Fire Station, Aynam Road, - 


WHITBY & Co. Kendal, Cumbria LA9 7DE, England. 
: Tel: (0529) 7391032 . 


